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Spring Break 2021 began 
on March 8 for the Itawamba 
County School District (ICSD), 
and every ICSD parent held 
their collective breath in fear of 
a repeat of Spring Break 2020, 
often referred to as the Spring 
Break that never ended.

A whole year has passed since 
COVID-19 was officially de-
clared a pandemic by the World 
Health Organization (WHO). So 
many things have changed, and 
it’s yet to be determined how 
many of those changes will form 
our “new normal” and how 
many will be forgotten.

A very telling timeline allows 
a look back at how the virus be-
came a pandemic and how that 

pandemic upended life as it was 
once known.

MARCH 2020

On March 11, 2020, Mississip-
pi’s first confirmed COVID-19 
case was detected in For-
rest County. Closer to home, 
Itawamba County reported its 
first cases in mid-March.

Concurrently, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) announced new 
critical measures on March 13, 
2020, restricting visitors and 
nonessential personnel in nurs-
ing home facilities. They includ-
ed: restricting all visitors, with 
exceptions for compassionate 
care, such as end-of-life situa-
tions; restricting all volunteers 
and nonessential health care 
personnel and other person-

nel (i.e. barbers); canceling all 
group activities and communal 
dining; and implementing ac-
tive screening of residents and 
health care personnel for fever 
and respiratory symptoms.

On Monday, March 16, 2020, 
Gov. Tate Reeves signed an 
executive order encouraging 
schools to prepare to imple-
ment long-distance classrooms, 
if possible. Later that day, State 
Superintendent Dr. Carey 
Wright called for state testing 
requirements to be canceled for 
the 2019-2020 school year.

The following day, Itawamba 
County School Board voted in 
an emergency meeting to keep 
schools closed until at least 
March 27. Classes were origi-
nally scheduled to resume on 
Monday, March 23. The closure 
included all extra-curricular ac-

tivities, including sports match-
es and practices.

Although classrooms and 
sports facilities were void of ac-
tivity, Itawamba County School 
District was able to provide 
meals for students throughout 
the lockdown.

As schools shutdown, towns 
and cities across North Missis-
sippi opted to make decisions 
deemed to be in the best inter-
est of their citizens.

Fulton Board of Alderman 
unanimously approved a “shel-
ter in place” order that went 
into effect at 12:01 a.m. Tues-
day, March 24, 2020, and re-
mained until April 5. The order 
required that all “nonessential 
businesses,” primarily retail 
shops and restaurants, provide 
either curbside or drive-through 
service or delivery or close their 

doors to the general public en-
tirely.

The order also mandated that 
residents “shelter in place,” or 
remain in their homes except to 
drive to and from essential busi-
nesses, curbside delivery busi-
nesses, or work and prohibited 
anyone from loitering.

Mantachie and Itawamba 
County leaders followed suit.

From curbside pickup to 
online sales, small businesses 
throughout Itawamba County 
rose to the challenge, coming 
up with new and creative ways 
to keep their businesses viable 
in response to the new ordi-
nances.

Emily Spradlin of Owl Bee in 
Mantachie told the Times back 
in March, “We try to think out-

The COVID-19 ImpaCT

1) Perhaps no other profession was more upended during the pandemic than medical professionals. Tremont registered nurse Emalee Yielding Gullick worked a 21-day stint at Elmhurst Hospital Center 
in New York Center, the epicenter of the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States. 2) Perhaps no other graduating class will experience what the Class of 2020 did. Delayed graduations, 
the cancellation of events in their honor, and only a limited number of family members were allowed to attend their special day. 3) Churches across Itawamba County found themselves searching for 
new ways to get sermons to their congregations. Preaching to empty pews while Facebook Live streamed their message became the means many local pastors reached their churches membership. 
4) After being hospitalized for 82 days battling COVID-19, Itawamba County Tax Collector Debbie Ann Johnson was released from North Mississippi Medical Center Thursday, March 11. Johnson was 
greeted by a host of friends, family, and coworkers holding “Welcome Home” and We love you” signs as her husband, Reggie, drove her around the courthouse square.

A YEAR IN REVIEW
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By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

State Auditor Shad White an-
nounced Wednesday the arrest 
of the former clerk for Itawam-
ba County Soil and Water Con-
servation District on embezzle-
ment and forgery charges.

Polly Tutor of Nettleton is ac-
cused of making unauthorized 
purchases with a district debit 
card. She also allegedly wrote 
unauthorized checks from the 
District’s beaver control pro-
gram checking account to her-
self and others. Signatures on 
these checks are believed to 
be forged. From June 2014 to 
August 2020, Tutor purport-
edly embezzled over $25,000 

from the District. 
When interest 
and investiga-
tive expenses are 
included, Tutor 
owes $37,215.02 
to taxpayers in 
Itawamba Coun-
ty.

Commission-
ers from the District contacted 
the Auditor’s office when a tax 
lien was filed against the Dis-
trict for nonpayment of payroll 
taxes. Investigators confirmed 
multiple District-controlled 
bank accounts had been de-
pleted as a result of Tutor’s 
scheme.

Tutor was released from the 
Itawamba County Jail Wednes-

day morning on a $10,000 bond.
If convicted, she faces up to 

25 years in prison and $60,000 
in fines.

No surety bond covers Tu-
tor’s employment as a clerk for 
the Itawamba County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 
Surety bonds are similar to in-
surance designed to protect 
taxpayers from corruption.

“Our team of investigators in 
North Mississippi continue to 
do great work, just like the rest 
of the staff here at the Auditor’s 
office,” said Auditor White said 
in a press release. “We will hold 
the line on theft of taxpayer dol-
lars no matter where we find it.”

teresa.blake@djournal.com

Former clerk arrested on forgery 
and embezzlement charges

Tutor

By WILLIAM MOORE
Daily Journal

JACKSON • Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) agents 
arrested former Booneville 
police officer Dustin Rambo 
Friday on five color of law vi-
olations. Rambo also has law 
enforcement work history in 
Itawamba County.

Sheriff Chris Dickinson con-
firmed to The Times that pri-
or to working for Booneville, 
Rambo worked as a part-time 
officer with his department 
and as School Resource Offi-
cer (SRO) with the Itawamba 
County School District.

Rambo is charged with one 
felony count of deprivation 
of rights under color of law 

– privacy/bodily injury, and 
four misdemeanor counts of 
deprivation of rights under 
color of law – unreasonable 
search and seizure/taking of 
property without due process.

According to the criminal 
complaint unsealed Friday, 
Rambo allegedly sexually as-
saulted a woman who believed 
she was in custody of law en-
forcement. Following the al-
leged sexual assault, she was re-
leased without being charged. 
On four separate occasions, he 
allegedly took personal posses-
sion of cash, a debit card, pre-
scription narcotics and other 
personal items.

The criminal complaint says 

Former Itawamba officer, 
Booneville policeman arrested

TURN TO COVID-19, 5A

TURN TO ARREST, 5A


