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By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

The Itawamba Community Devel-
opment Council recently presented 
Dr. Grayden Tubb with their Life-
time Achievement Award.

Tubb retired in 2010 from his 
practice after having been a fixture 
in Itawamba County’s medical com-
munity for nearly five decades.

Former ICDC Board President and 
current board of directors member, 
Tony Green presented Tubb with the 
award at his home in Oxford.

“You chose to live in Itawamba 
County, as a doctor, as a physician, 
you could have lived any other place. 
From a financial standpoint, from a 
family standpoint, there were a lot 
of other places you could have lived 
and carried your wife and your fami-
ly, but you chose Itawamba County,” 
Green told Tubb during the presen-
tation. “For that, we are very grateful. 
With this award, we like to recognize 

By CAITLIN PARKER AND CALEB BEDILLION
Itawamba County Times

In a press conference held from his home where he is 
currently quarantined due to exposure, Governor Tate 
Reeves instated a mask mandate for seven new coun-
ties including Itawamba County.

That makes 22 of Mississippi’s 82 counties that are 
currently under a mask mandate.

In his address, Reeves asked viewers to “stay fo-
cused,” and “stay in the fight,” encouraging citizens to 
take precaution and wear a mask in public spaces even 
if they aren’t in one of the 22 counties currently under 
orders to do so.

Reeves declared Mississippi’s current COVID-19 sta-
tus to be “significantly worse” following a post Hallow-
een surge leading to one of the worst weeks Mississippi 
has seen since mid-summer.

Reeves assured Mississippi residents that good news 
was on the way in the form of two potential vaccines.

Rather than imposing a statewide mask order – 
which he did for a time during the summer – Reeves, 
for now, maintains a strategy of imposing targeted 
mask mandates in certain counties based on the level 
of COVID-19 transmission seen in different counties 
across the state.

caitlin.parker@journalinc.com

By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times

In a Facebook live video released on 
Nov. 12, Liz Sharlot, Director of Com-
munications at the Mississippi State 
Department of Health (MSDH), along 
with state health director Dr. Thomas 
Dobbs and state epidemiologist Dr. 
Paul Byars addressed some common 
concerns of the public regarding the 
COVID-19 virus and forthcoming vac-
cine.

As of the time the video aired, Mis-
sissippi had reported 6,778 confirmed 
cases in the previous seven day time 
period, and 109 deaths bringing the 
statewide death total to 3,514.

Dr. Dobbs stressed the importance 
of being proactive, asking that Mis-
sissippians please take masking and 
social distancing very seriously and 
consider social events a “dangerous 
endeavor”.

“We’re in the midst of an extreme 

surge,” began Dr. Dobbs, “we’re seeing 
extreme stress in the health system and 
our schools.”

Dr. Byars was asked whether or not 
Mississippi would benefit from anoth-
er lockdown. He assured viewers that it 
was possible to battle COVID-19 without 
such measures.

“I think what we’ve demonstrated 
is that we just need to do things safely: 
limit the number of social gatherings, 
always wear our masks in public, make 
sure we’re physically and socially dis-
tancing when we can, and quit getting 
into large groups unmasked. That’s how 
it’s spreading,” said Dr. Byars.

When asked about the effectiveness of 
masks, Dr. Byars explained that masks 
are proven affective in not only prevent-
ing the wearer from spreading the virus, 
but from contracting it as well. That 
doesn’t mean, however, that social dis-
tancing shouldn’t be taking place.

By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times

Itawamba County Schools will be moving Monday, 
Nov. 23 and Tuesday, Nov. 24 to virtual learning in-
stead of in-person.

In expectation of many student and teacher absenc-
es, Itawamba County School Board has opted to switch 
to virtual for the days leading up to the Thanksgiving 
holiday in an attempt to keep up their average daily at-
tendance (ADA).

Itawamba County School District (ICSD) Superin-
tendent Trae Wiygul explains, “MAEP funding is calcu-
lated by your ADA for the months of October and No-
vember. By going virtual these kids can still do the work 
online and be counted present for that day.”

Wiygul added that the school will use this time to 
deep clean the buildings.

Teachers will be working on campus those days, but 
students will be working virtually from home.

TERESA BLAKE I THE TIMES

Shoppers of all ages enjoyed Mantachie’s Jingle and Mingle last weekend. Businesses across the town offered door prizes, compli-
mentary snacks, and special prices on their products.

SHOPPERS ENJOY MANTACHIE JINGLE & MINGLE

Retired Fulton physician receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Itawamba County Development Council recently presented Dr. Grayden 
Tubb with their Lifetime Achievement Award. Tubb served as a physician in Itawamba 
County for over five decades. Pictured (seated from left) Mavis Tubb and Dr. Grayden 
Tubb. Standing from left; Romona Edge, Vaunita Martin, Ben Matlock, Marjorie Tubb 
Matlock, and Tony Green.

Governor once again 
instates mask mandate 
for Itawamba County

MSDH offers COVID-19 
virus, vaccination update

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

The Mississippi Supreme Court has up-
held the conviction of a man in the 2015 
murder of a Mantachie resident.

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, justices upheld 
the conviction of Demarco Kelly for the 
death of Andre Taylor. Kelly argued that 
the circuit court erroneously refused his 
proposed jury instruction regarding his 
alleged abandonment of the attempted 
burglary and regarding culpable-negli-
gence manslaughter.

After reviewing the record, the argu-
ments of counsel and the relevant law, the 
state supreme court justices stated they 
had determined the circuit court did not 
err in refusing Kelly’s proposed instruc-
tions and affirmed his conviction and 
sentence.

Kelly was found guilty of capital murder 
and sentenced to life without parole for 
the shooting and killing of Taylor. He was 
arrested after attempting to burglarize a 
nearly three-pound stash of marijuana 
recovered from Taylor’s residence on Mu-
seum Drive, but became involved in an 
altercation with Taylor and an unnamed 
individual during the attempt. Taylor was 
shot in the hip area and died later at North 
Mississippi Medical Center.

In the May 2019 trial, the jury in the 
case deliberated roughly two hours before 
handing down their guilty verdict. Kelly 
was immediately given his sentence by 
Judge Paul Funderburk of Mississippi’s 
First Judicial District and turned over to 
the Mississippi Department of Correc-
tions.
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