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From Ben,5, and Cohen,6, 
Naron of Houston. They were 
enjoying the outdoors and their 
new swimming pool!
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Newsbriefs

Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 
p.m. at Faith Outreach Church, 
272 McDonald St., Okolona. 
Contact Danny at 662-610-
5578 for more information.

Floy Dyer Family

• Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call 
Floy Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tuesdays at 
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries 
of Monroe County. Call 257-
9043.

Houston not mandating masks in public businesses
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The Houston 
Board of Aldermen voted 3-2 
to not mandate the wearing of 
masks in public businesses.

The vote came on the heels 
of an appeal by a concerned 
citizen for the board to make 
such a mandate due to the lack 
of face coverings being worn 
around town.

The board held a lengthy dis-
cussion, wherein they were di-
vided over the issue.

Mayor Stacey Parker voiced 
his opposition to such a move, 
stating that a mandate without 
consequences is pointless. He 
said this also brought up the is-
sue of policing if there were to 
be consequences.

“I am just speaking for me, 
but I have a problem with man-
dating something with no con-
sequences,” said Parker. “If 
there are not any consequences 
for a mandate, then there is no 
mandate.”

He said that the city does not 
have enough officers to po-

lice everyone, everywhere, all 
the time to make sure they are 
wearing masks in addition to 
there potentially being rights 
violations.

“It is still a personal choice,” 
he said.

Despite the opposition by the 
mayor and some members of 
the board, a motion was made 
by Ward 3 Alderlady Willie Mae 
McKinney and seconded by 
Ward 2 Alderlady Sheena Kirby 
Jones, to mandate the wearing 
of masks in public business-
es. When asked about conse-

quences, it was initially stated 
that there would be no conse-
quences, however, Jones men-
tioned the mayor’s statements 
about a shortage of police, and 
she said that perhaps the police 
department should hire part-
time help to enforce the man-
date rather than the city using 
lack of enforcement options as 
an excuse to not take action.

When the motion went to 
a vote, the board was still too 
divided, with McKinney and 
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Chickasaw Journal 
temporarily 

suspends free 
papers to Houlka, 

Mantee, continuing 
requestor drive

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Due to the recent fi-
nancial struggles faced by many 
because of the COVID-19 out-
break, the Chickasaw Journal 
has suspended free papers for 
Houlka and Mantee.

There have been many calls 
about this, and to clarify, this is 
completely unrelated to the cur-
rent requestor drive that is cur-
rently going on.

Instead, there has been a drop 
in advertising revenue to the 
extent that there is not enough 
money to print those papers for 
free distribution. This is only 
temporary, and papers are ex-
pected to resume in these areas 
soon, however, there is no set 
timetable as to when.

The requestors which are 
currently being collected by the 
Chickasaw Journal are still being 
collected.

The forms that are received 
will not immediately begin to 
receive a free paper. The paper 
has to collect 4,500 requestors, 
half of the county’s population, 
before February 2021. At that 
point, if the needed number of 
forms have been received, they 
will be sent to the Postal Service 
office in Jackson, where random 
checks via phone/email will be 
performed to ensure that the 
forms are genuine, and not fab-
ricated.

If all of this is satisfactory, then 
the Chickasaw Journal can begin 
free delivery to these people. So, 
anyone who has not returned 
one is urged to do so, as getting 
the required number and having 
them authenticated will reduce 
the Chickasaw Journal’s postage 
rate by half or more. This is how 
the increase in free papers will 

Special election for District 5 Supervisor to be held Nov. 3
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors 
has set the special election to fill 
the seat vacated by the late Dis-
trict 5 Supervisor James Russell 
“Wolfie” King, for Nov. 3.

The election will be held on 
the same day as the General 
Election.

King was the incumbent in 
last November’s election, se-
curing his third term. Earlier 
this year, he began developing 
health problems that ultimately 

led to his death.
It is unclear who will be run-

ning for the vacated seat, but 
the qualifying period began 
as soon as the election was of-
ficially called by the Board of 
Supervisors. The deadline for 
qualification is Sep. 4 at 5 p.m. 
Anyone interested in qualifying 
can pick up the forms in the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s office.

According to the law, there 
are certain qualifications a can-
didate must meet to qualify for 
the election.

“SUPERVISOR Qualifications: 
A qualified elector of the coun-

ty and a resident in the district 
in which he/she seeks election. 
Miss. Code Ann. §19-3-3; Miss. 
Const. of 1890, Art. XII, §250.. 
$100 paid to the county via the 
Circuit Clerk, and petition filed 
with the Circuit Clerk contain-
ing signatures of not less than 
15 qualified electors of the dis-
trict.”

According to Circuit Clerk 
Cassandra Pulliam, there have 
already been some phone in-
quiries about qualifying for the 
race.

Once the ballot is set, it will go 
to the polls on Nov. 3. If no  can-

didate gets the majority vote, 
however, there will be a runoff 
between the top two candidates 
on Nov.24.

The Republican nomination 
went to a runoff for District 5 in 
the primary election last year. 
It was a close election, with 
the winning candidate, Lamon 
Griggs, winning over his oppo-
nent, Margaret Futral by one 
vote for the Republican nom-
ination. Griggs would lost to 
King in the General Election last 
November.

It is unclear if Griggs or Futral 
will run again.
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Angela Caulder shows off the pool tables that Skirel’s World Arcade has to offer.

A place for the kids
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Area kids and 
teens now have a safe place to 
go to pass their time.

Angela’s After School Special 
featuring the Skirel’s World Ar-
cade opened this past Friday.

The arcade, which is set up 
in the old Piggly Wiggly build-
ing, is meant to offer a safe 
place for area kids to come and 
have fun without getting into 
trouble.

“We moved back to Hous-
ton in 2015 and at the time my 
oldest son was 16 years old, 
my middle son was 15 and 
my youngest was 12, and I re-
membered when I was a kid, 
we had a skating rink, we had 
Sister Johnson’s Pool Hall, we 
could hang out on the square 
and what I started noticing 
was there is nothing for the 
kids to do around here,” said 
Angela Caulder, who, with her 
husband, is responsible for 

bringing this project to life. 
“I see Houston progressing 
so much as far as catching up 
with the rest of the world, and 
I keep seeing these new busi-
nesses go up, but none of them 
are for the kids.”

The arcade currently has five 
pool tables, which are coin-op-
perated, a Ms. Pac-Man arcade 
console, there are more arcade 
games, but they were sent off 
for repairs, so they will be back 
in order soon, a foosball table 
that is play by the hour, a ping 
pong table that is play by the 
hour and a punching bag ma-
chine that will be opened for 
tournaments.

There is no charge to get in 
and no one is required to buy 
anything to stay. There will be 
snacks available if someone 
is interested in buying some-
thing. There are chips as well 
as microwavable snacks such 
as Hot Pockets and such that 
will be available as well as 
drinks.

There are stern rules that pa-
trons must abide by to ensure 
a safe environment such as no 
smoking or alcohol, no profan-
ity, being respectful of others 
and dressing properly (pants 
pulled up, wearing a shirt, etc.)

The arcade is just the begin-
ning according to Caulder.

“The arcade part is Skirel’s 
World, and it is going to help 
us get Angela’s After School 
Special going on. The After 
School Special division is to 
have some study rooms, to talk 
with our Anchor Club mem-
bers and have the upperclass-
men tutoring some of our un-
derclassmen where they are 
struggling in reading or math 
or what have you, and try to 
help promote education.”

They plan to encourage edu-
cation in the arcade part by re-
warding kids with good grades 
on their report cards as well.

The hours of operation are 
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