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By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – Do you like 
fresh vegetables? What about 
homemade treats, sure to 
stir up a smile on any face? If 
you said yes, then the Hous-
ton Farmers Market might be 
worth checking out.

Farmers from all over 
the area gather around the 
square to sell the fruits of 
their labor so to speak. This 
allows the community to get 
the vegetables that they want 
while supporting local farm-
ers. It’s like Small Business 
Saturday but for farmers.

Not looking for any vege-
tables? Well, there are other 
options as well. People bring 
homemade treats such as 

pies, cakes and cookies just to 
name a few. There is also local-

ly produced honey.
Farmers also bring fruit. Re-

cently, there were fresh peach-
es available.

Some times, there will even 
be animals available. If you are 
looking for that little puppy to 
ware some of the energy out of 
the child in your life, then you 
stand a good chance of finding 
it here.

In short, if you have produce 
needs, odds are that the Hous-
ton Farmers Market can go a 
long way towards solving them.

The Farmers Market takes 
place every Saturday morn-
ing during the summer, on 
the square in Houston. It be-
gins at 7 a.m. and goes until 
10:30 a.m. So swing by and 
check it out, but get there ear-
ly, so as to get the best pick. Be 
careful though, you just might 
get hooked.

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

HOULKA – The Chickasaw 
County School District School 
Board heard an update on the 
Houlka Attendance Center 
Building #200 renovation proj-
ect, and approved several items 
in connection with it, during 
trustees’ meeting Thursday, 
June 27.

The board approved three 
items related to the renova-
tion project using latent con-
dition money – funds built 
into the project for unforeseen 
circumstances – for a total of 
$13,834.50.

The items included adding 
one window in the computer 
room – $1,034.50; adding inte-
rior painting to rooms as iden-
tified by Superintendent Dr. 
Betsy Collums (library, SPED 
classroom, science lab, coun-
selor’s office) – $4,500; and 
adding a section of concrete 
sidewalk covered with an alu-
minum canopy to connect the 
sidewalk running east and west 
to the existing sidewalk run-

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – The city of 
Houston held a special elec-
tion Tuesday, July 9 to decide 
whether to discard prohibi-
tion laws in favor of allowing 
for the sale of alcohol in the 
city, with strict ordinances.

People flocked to City Hall 

all day to vote. Ultimately, the 
referendum passed 681- 248 
in favor of the sale of beer and 
light wine, and 661 – 264 in 
favor of the sale of liquor and 
spirits.

There is still work to be 
done before everything is set 
in place, as the ordinances 
will have to be finalized by 
the Board of Aldermen, but 

the wheels are in motion for 
Houston.

The sale of alcohol in Hous-
ton is currently slated to start 
Labor Day Weekend.

“The margin of victory was 
profound, with over 70 per-
cent voting to end prohibi-
tion,” said Sean Johnson, Di-

By Ruth Kendall
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

He left his home in the coun-
try and an almost certain life as a 
sharecropper when he was only 
seventeen years old. Of course, 
there were other reasons as well. 
There was his mama who needed 
all the financial help she could get. 
There was no father in the picture 
at this time as Garner Parker had 
died sometime between 1910 and 
1920. His mother, Katie Pinker-
ton Parker, lived to the age of 112! 
Katie’s mother had been a slave 
in her early life. As it turned out, 
this move not only benefited him 
and his mama, it was a long-term 
blessing for the people of Hous-

ton and surrounding area.
It was 1924 when Tommie Lee 

Parker, Sr., came to town. He was 
employed by Dr. Van B. Philpot, 
who was the administrator and 
surgeon at the Houston Hospital, 
located at that time on the north-
east corner of North Jackson and 
Depot Street. Tommie Lee’s ini-
tial job there was a ‘boiler tender’ 
or, as noted on the 1930 census, 
“fireman”. He kept the boiler go-
ing, but it was soon evident to Dr. 
Philpot that this young man had 
much more potential than one 
who merely stoked the fires in the 
boiler. Tommie Lee Parker had 
a gift and Dr. Philpot recognized 

Second Chance  
gathers Thursday
n Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets twice weekly
n Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Excel to offer  
free C.N.A. classes
n Mississippi has a workforce 
challenge in the area of health 
care providers. Specifical-
ly there is a great need for 
certified nurse assistants. To 
respond to this need and to 
provide educational opportu-
nities in the health care field, 
C.N.A. classes for younger 
adults have been held at Excel. 
Due to many inquiries from 
interested adults who exceeded 
the age qualifications of the 
original grant, Excel has worked 
to develop a program for adults 
ages 25-45. The classes are 
free and will begin on July 27. 
Participants must be residents 
of Chickasaw County, and have 
a high school diploma, GED or 
Workkeys certificate. Men as 
well as women will find ample 
employment opportunities with 
a C.N.A. certificate. For infor-
mation about this new program 
in Okolona contact Sister 
Therese Carroll or Mrs. Emma 
Bailey at Excel 230 W. Main St., 
662-447-2030. Registrations 
are due July 20 and the pro-
gram will begin July 27.

Floy Dyer Family Council 
meets August 12
n Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Broken Ones  
meets Tuesdays
n Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction or 
recovery; depression or anxiety; 
or recently released from pris-
on, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe 
County. Call 257-9043.

Farmer’s market offers fresh vegetables, homemade treats

Vendors set up their booths along the square to sell their goods.

Houston legalizes the sale 
of alcohol in city limits

People came and went from City Hall all day casting their votes.
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Tommy Lee Parker was a man who served his church and community well

Tommie Lee Parker and his wife Jessie at their 50th wedding anniversary in 1976.
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