
RIPLEY – Together For 

Tippah’s annual back-to-school 

supplies and backpack drive 

has begun and will continue 

through Monday, Aug. 5.

According to Together 

For Tippah Director, Dianne 

Holman, the organization 

provides each Tippah County 

school with a variety of  supplies 

that should cover all grades. 

Lunch boxes, backpacks, and 

feminine products are also 

available for students. “For 

many students, this is how 

they have school supplies for 

the year. In August of  2015, we 

started out helping 50 students. 

We now have a school closet in 

each school for the teachers to 

be able to access for students 

in need,” informed Holman.

Those wanting to donate 

can drop off  donations at 

the TFT’s office at 1210 City 

Avenue North, located beside 

Merle Norman. Together For 

Tippah office hours to drop 

off  supplies are as follows: 

Friday, July 19 from11 a.m. 

-2 p.m.; Thursday, July 25 from 

11 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 

July 30 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

If  unable to drop off  supplies 

during office hours, contact 

Together For Tippah to set up 

a more convenient time for to 

bring by donations. Addi-

tionally, those 

needing assis-

tance, parents 

and students, 

can contact 

RIPLEY – According to the Tippah County 

Sheriff ’s Department, a Ripley man was 

arrested for possession of  a controlled 

substance Wednesday, 

July 10.

Rodney Lumpkin, 35, was 

arrested during a routine 

traffic stop on County Road 

549 in Ripley just before 

midnight Wednesday. Offi-

cers found 1.4 grams of  a 

substance believed to be 

methamphetamine.

Lumpkin has been 

arraigned on charges of  

possession of  a controlled substance, posses-

sion of  paraphernalia and reckless driving. 

The possession of  a controlled substance 

was sent to Circuit Court. The possession of  

paraphernalia and reckless driving charges 

will be heard in Justice Court.

Lumpkin is currently out on a $5,000 Circuit 

Court bond and a $750 Justice Court bond.
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Second man found 
guilty in 2017 

double homicide

RIPLEY - A second man has been sentenced 

on two counts of  capital murder in the 2017 

shooting deaths of  Paul Joel Koster, 51, and 

Ayla Roxanne Hopper, 29.

Nakero Hamer, of  Boli-

var, Tennessee, was found 

guilty just after 8 p.m. 

on Wednesday, July 10 in 

Tippah County Circuit 

Court. Judge Kelly Luther 

presided over the case.

In a capital murder 

case there are only two 

sentencing options: 

the  death 

penalty and life in prison 

without parole. Since Hamer 

was 17 years old at the time 

of  the shooting, the jury was 

Traffic stop brings 
drug charges

Blue Mountain School held a school-wide 

cleanup Saturday, July 13. Community mem-

bers, students, parents and teachers pitched 

in their time to clean and organize the build-

ings and grounds. A local Boy Scout troop 

and Leadship is Servanthood helped with the 

cleanup activities as well. Principal Bre Anna 

Heard, above, thanked everyone for their 

help and supports before inviting workers to 

eat lunch.  
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Pictured is Together For Tippah Director, Dianne Holman, with backpacks 

and school supplies. Together For Tippah is holding its annual back to 

school supplies and backpack drive through Monday, Aug. 5. 

Together for Tippah school 
supply drive is underway
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