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Zoe Bonerbo of Tennessee-based zoological education program Animal Tales allows a couple of young, semi-squeamish vol-
unteers to pet a red-tailed boa constrictor during Friday afternoon’s kickoff of the Itawamba County Pratt Memorial Library’s 
annual summer reading program, held inside the Fulton Grammar School auditorium. Bonerbo brought a whole menagerie with 
her from Tennessee, including an emperor scorpion and a Flemish giant rabbit. The summer reading program will continue every 
Friday through mid-July with programs featuring music, science and a magic show.

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Those looking for fresh fruits 
and vegetables in Itawamba 
County this summer are about 
to have a bounty of options, be-
cause both Fulton’s and Man-
tachie’s farmers markets are set 
to open this week.

Vendors coming to the market 
fluctuate from week-to-week. 
Both markets are expected to run 

about 10 weeks.

Fulton Farmers Market

Fulton Farmers Market will 
break out the squash and, hope-
fully, a few tomatoes this Friday, 
June 14 at ICC’s Cypress Pavilion 
from 2-4 p.m. The market will be 
open on Tuesdays and Fridays 
throughout the summer. Cus-
tomers are encouraged to come 
early if they want in on the best 
selection.

Bill Coggin is chairperson for 
the annual farmers market. This 
year, as in prior years, the group 
says there is a one-time fee of $10 
to become a member of the mar-
ket. It’s good for a lifetime. Any 
farmer or vendor from a county 
that touches Itawamba can join.

It’s not necessary to preregis-
ter, just show up.

Items put up for sale in the 
farmers market must be home-
grown. Vendors with handcraft-

ed items, such as wood crafts, are 
also invited to join. Commercial 
products won’t be allowed.

“Anything such as birdhouses 
or handcrafted barn wood items 
are welcome,” said Romona 
Edge, executive director of Ful-
ton Farmers Market sponsor the 
MSU Extension Service.

Mantachie Farmers Market

The Mantachie Farmers Mar-
ket will open this Saturday, June 

15, from 8-10 a.m. at Mantachie 
Town Park. Organizers welcome 
vendors from adjacent counties 
as well. Vendors do not have to 
preregister, just show up. There 
is no fee.

Last year was the inaugural 
year for the Mantachie Farmers 
Market, and the market offered 
a mixture of locally-grown pro-
duce, honey and home-baked 
bread and pies.

Farmers markets in Fulton, Mantachie to open this week

See MARKETS page 2A
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SUMMER READING BEGINS

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Despite some concerns 
from local users of the 
drug, the Fulton Board of 
Aldermen declined to re-
scind its ban on kratom or 
kratom-related products, 
last week.

Fulton, Mantachie and 
Itawamba County made 
the possession and sale of 
the drug, which is derived 
from the leaves of a trop-
ical tree and frequently 
mixed with synthetic ad-
ditives to give it opioid-like 
properties, illegal in March. 
Those found in possession 
of it face a misdemeanor 
charge and a $1,000 fine.

Last Tuesday, a small 
group of kratom users 
spoke with Fulton alder-
men about their concerns 
with the ban. Several of the 
speakers said they use the 
drug to mitigate pain and 
cut down on pharmaceuti-
cal expenses.

Patrick Sudduth, who 
previously made a similar 

appeal to the Itawamba 
County Board of Supervi-
sors, asked Fulton leaders 
to reconsider their ban on 
the substance. Sudduth 
told the board he suffers 
from cluster headaches 
and a herniated disc and 
uses kratom to control his 
pain and to give him the 
ability to function in a nor-
mal capacity.

Sudduth told the board 
he orders the kratom he 
uses online as leaves, 
which he brews into a tea 
to drink for pain relief.

Alan Smith, a former 
heroin addict who said 
he uses kratom to control 
withdrawal symptoms, 
told the board kratom has 
changed his life. He told al-
dermen he leads a produc-
tive life now, holding down 
a steady job and cares for 
his wife and children. He 
cited the “God made plant” 
is the only thing that keeps 
him on track.

Kratom is derived from 

Fulton keeping 
ban on kratom

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

The decisions people 
struggling with addiction 
make can have far-reach-
ing effects for those around 
them. Not only are ad-
dicts themselves fighting 
an uphill battle, but their 
children, family members 
and friends are often left to 
make the best of a difficult 
situation.

Four years ago, a group 
from Open Door Worship 
Center in Fulton attended 
a Celebrate Recovery Sum-
mit in Jackson, Mississip-
pi and decided to localize 
the faith-based recovery 
program. Since adapting 
the program for their own 
church, they have minis-
tered to over 1,500 people 
facing addiction issues ei-
ther directly or indirectly in 

Opening the 
door to recovery

Fulton’s Open Door Worship Center has 
ministered to more than 1,500 people through 

its faith-based addiction recovery program.

By TERESA BLAKE 
and ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

No charges have been filed 
and no arrests made following 
a physical altercation between 
Fulton Mayor Barry Childers and 
Itawamba County Sheriff’s De-
partment deputy Andy Graham.

Fulton Police Chief Mitch Na-
bors confirmed, Monday morn-

ing, that the two men were in-
volved in a brief fight at Legends 
Sports Grille in Fulton, Saturday. 
He said neither party has pressed 
charges at this time.

WTVA posted video of the fight 
on Sunday night, albeit with-
out initially identifying either 
Childers or Graham. The video 
begins with the two men in ap-
parent conversation seconds 
before Childers strikes Graham. 

Graham then strikes back and the 
two men begin to grapple with 
one another.

The conversation between 
Childers and Graham which led to 
the fight is inaudible in the video.

The Itawamba County Times 
reached out to both Childers and 
Graham, Monday morning. Both 
men have declined to comment 
on the incident at this time.

teresa.blake@journalinc.com

No charges pressed following fight 
between Fulton mayor, Itawamba deputy

See KRATOM page 5A


