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By ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

Fulton officials have is-

sued a “shelter in place” 
order and set strict guide-

lines on what they con-

sider essential businesses 
amid growing concerns 
over the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus.

On Monday, the Fulton 
Board of Aldermen unani-
mously approved an order 
limiting business practices 
and activities within the 
city. The order requires 
that all “nonessential 
businesses,” primarily re-

tail shops and restaurants, 
provide either curbside 
or drive-through service 

or delivery or close their 
doors to the general public 
entirely.

The order goes into ef-
fect at 12:01 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 24, and remains in 
place until April 5.

The order also defined 
“essential service busi-
nesses.” These include a 
broad range of business 
types, including nursing 
homes, health care clin-

ics, grocery stores and gas 
stations, to manufacturers 
that produce lumber or 
building supplies or are 
part of a supply chain for 
the health care industry.

The order also man-

Fulton officials issue ‘shelter in place’ order

ADAM ARMOUR I THE TIMES

A sign on the door of RJ’s Eatery in Fulton announces the restaurant’s temporary closure due to 
the spread of COVID-19 with a lighthearted touch. On Monday, Fulton officials passed a “shelter 
in place” order, which temporarily forces some businesses to close while also restricting others to 
curbside or delivery service. The move is meant to restrict large gatherings of people to help slow 
the spread of the virus.

• The complete text of 

the order can be seen 

on Page 7A.

• Stores offer special 

accommodations for “at 

risk” shoppers during 

pandemic. Page 8A

See ORDER page 7A

See CLOSURES page 7A

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Although there was no school on 
Monday, Itawamba County School 
District (ICSD) Food Service Director 
Kenny Coker and cafeteria managers 
from across the district met at IAC’s 
cafeteria to wrap biscuits and burg-

ers for sack lunches for distribution to 
school-age children across the county.

“It’s going really well,” Coker said as 
he readied the brown paper bags of food 
to fill a dozen or so large coolers. These 
would later be picked up and carried to 
churches throughout the county.

By morning’s end, Coker and his 
small crew of workers had prepped 
1,015 sack lunches. That’s enough 
food to feed roughly a third of the 
school district’s students, who haven’t 
been to class since March 6.

The decision to help feed Itawam-

ba County schoolchildren during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic was so-

lidified during an emergency meeting 
of the local school board on March 17. 
The board voted to both extend the 
closure of the district’s schools until 
March 17 (which was later extended to 
March 27 and then to April 17 follow-

ing an executive order from Gov. Tate 
Reeves) and also provide sack lunch-

es to children whose families may be 
struggling to feed their children during 
this crisis.

“It’s something we feel is need-

ed and would be helpful to families 
during this time,” Itawamba County 
Superintendent of Education Trae Wi-
ygul said as he discussed the matter 
during the board meeting.

After the unanimous vote in favor to 
do so, school administrators reached 
out to churches across the county for 
help in distributing the meals. The 
churches have set up stations at their 
facilities or, where necessary, are de-

livering to students who do not have 
means for pickup.

Coker said the meals are a combina-

tion of breakfast and lunch. Monday’s 
sacks included sausage biscuit, ham-

burger, chips, orange slices, rice crispy 
treats and milk.

Wiygul said the school district would 
like to continue to provide meals to lo-

cal students throughout the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Wiygul asked that parents and com-

munity members be as helpful as pos-

sible as they try to navigate the num-

ber of meals to prepare.
Questions concerning the pickup or 

delivery of the meals can be answered 
by calling the school the student at-
tends. School offices are open from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. daily.

Participating churches include:
• Bethel Baptist Church, 445 Bethel 

Church Road, Fulton (Dorsey Com-

munity))
• Pine Grove Church, 2219 Dors-

ey-Evergreen Road, Fulton (Evergreen 
Community)

• Carolina Church, 3384 Carolina 
Road, Nettleton (Carolina Communi-
ty, Old Riley’s Store)

• Salem Baptist Church, 28909 
Highway 25 North, Golden (Fairview 
Community)

• Trinity Baptist Church, 302 South 
Adams Street, Fulton

• Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, 5225 
John Ranking Highway, Fulton (Ryans 
Well Community)

• First Baptist Church of Man-

tachie, 6080 Highway 363, Mantachie
• Ozark Baptist Church, 926 Ozark 

Baptist Church Road, Marietta
• Tremont First Baptist Church, 

10050 Highway 178, Tremont
• East Fulton Baptist Church, 1200 

East Main Street, Fulton
• Pine Grove Church of Christ, 216 

North Johnson Road, Fulton (Tremont 
/Fairview area)

• Big Oak Baptist Church, 6870 Van 
Buren Road, Fulton

ICSD Business Administrator Jen-

nifer Gray said additional churches 
would be added to the list as the infor-

mation became available.

Itawamba school district provides meals 
for students during school closures

TERESA BLAKE I THE TIMES

Itawamba Count School District (ICSD) caf-
eteria managers prepared more than 1,000 
sack breakfast/lunches for Itawamba County 
School District students, who haven’t been 
to class since March 6. Churches throughout 
the county paired up with ICSD to deliver the 
meals to kids who may not otherwise have 
healthy food to eat.

TERESA BLAKE I THE TIMES

The 1,015 sack meals prepared by the district’s cafeteria workers are enough to feed rough-
ly a third of the county’s student body.

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

In response to federal and state recommen-

dations concerning COVID-19, Itawamba 
County government offices and municipali-
ties are closing access to their buildings.

The Itawamba County Courthouse is now 
closed to the public. Officials and their em-

ployees will continue to work but have initiat-

ed the following guidelines for their individual 
offices:

• Circuit Clerk Carol Gates asked that pay-

ments in criminal matters be made over the 
phone with a credit or debit card. The sta-

tus of Circuit Court appearances can also be 
checked by calling the office at 662-862-3511.

• Chancery Clerk Michelle Clouse stated 
any land documents can be retrieved in one of 
two ways: Individuals can gain access to their 
e-recording system by calling 1-800-460-5657 
or by signing up on www.simplfile.com. Doc-

uments can also be mailed to the office at P.O. 
Box 776, Fulton, MS 38843. The appropriate 
payment must be included. It can be obtained 
by calling the office at 662-862-3421. The 
documents will then be recorded and mailed 
back. Delinquent land taxes can also be paid 
over the phone with a credit or debit card.

• Tax Collector Debbie Johnson is asking 
citizens who have the online access to use 
their website www.onlinepayments.com to 
renew tags, pay garbage bills and pay real 

City, county 
limit access to 
some offices, 
close others

ADAM ARMOUR I THE TIMES

Barricades block access to downtown Fultons’ Play-
garden Park, which has been temporarily shuttered 
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Access to mu-
nicipal offices and buildings has been severely cutback 
or closed altogether to limit person-to-person contact.


