
While teachers and students 
across the state of Mississippi 
have been adjusting to distance 
learning over the past month, 
some may have more unique 
challenges than others.

Shane Sanderson, New Al-
bany High School’s driver edu-
cation instructor, has just such 
a challenge. While a large per-
centage of the course consists of 
classroom instruction in Missis-
sippi, students are also required 
to undergo behind-the-wheel 
training – which is difficult to 
supervise when social distanc-
ing.

“In a normal driver educa-
tion class there are a certain 
amount of hours we have in the 
classroom, behind the wheel, 
and combination of behind the 
wheel and simulator,” Sander-
son said of a typical course. “In 
Mississippi, you take advantage 
of the good weather and drive 
when it’s good to do so.”

Sanderson said fortunately 

most of his students this se-
mester had several opportu-
nities to drive while under his 
supervision before Gov. Tate 
Reeves ordered all schools to 
close in mid-March.

“Currently, we are fol-
lowing up on the classroom 
material that we would have 
covered anyway,” he said. 
“We are doing that online us-
ing Google Meet. I’ll post an 
assignment on Canvas and 
they use that to turn their 
work in as well.”

In addition to Google Meet, 
Sanderson said he has also 
made use of instructional 
videos posted to his Youtube 
playlist.

“I have watched probably a 
hundred videos or more,” he 
said. “I’ve found some really 
good ones that I will contin-
ue to use once we get back to 
normal. Students get their as-
signment from Canvas telling 
them which video to watch. 
Then, they go to YouTube 
and select the video from my 

Local school superinten-
dents in New Albany and 
Union County agree with 
Gov. Tate Reeves’ decision to 
close schools for the rest of 
the semester due to the threat 
of the coronavirus.

Previously, schools were 
closed until April 17, but now 
the governor has decided to 
close them for the remainder 
of the school year.

New Albany School District 
Superintendent Dr. Lance 
Evans said he feels that the 
governor’s decision to close 
the schools was best for the 
health and safety of the stu-
dents, teachers and other em-
ployees.

“Even though it’s a tough 
situation, I applaud him for 
making that decision,” said 
Evans.

Likewise, Union County 
Superintendent Ken Basil 
agreed that the governor’s 
call to close the schools for 

the rest of the semester was the 
“correct decision.”

Basil said it is unfortunate 
that the seniors, including the 
athletes, are missing out on this 
important time in their lives.

“It’s sad for our seniors,” Basil 
said.

He also noted that the teach-
ers are missing the students, 
but Basil said health must come 
first.

The New Albany and Union 
County School Districts will 
continue to conduct school on-
line. Student award ceremonies 
may also be held virtually, Evans 
added.

If students cannot take part 
in online classes due to a lack of 
Internet, they are provided with 
packets of learning materials.

Buses have also been 
equipped with Wi-Fi Internet 
and parked at the New Albany 
Elementary School and high 
school to allow people to con-
nect, Evans said.
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Watts, Mims are East Union’s 2020 valedictorian, salutatorian

Coronavirus victim remembered as ‘loving father’

East Union Attendance Cen-
ter recently announced its Vale-
dictorian and Salutatorian for 
the class of 2020 are Noah Watts 
and Anna Mims.

Watts, the Valedictorian, is 
also the student council pres-
ident and this year’s STAR stu-
dent. He is also president of 
the Beta Club, Bridge Building 
Club and Ocean Bowl Academic 
Team. During his freshmen and 
junior years, Watts competed on 
a national level for bridge build-
ing, coming in fourth place and 
third place respectively. He also 
placed in the top three at state 
every year for bridge building 
since the eighth grade. During 
his time in Ocean Bowl, the 
team has placed in the top three 
for three consecutive years.

Outside of the classroom, 
Watts has been a state cham-
pion in powerlifting with a 
560-pound squat. He has also 
been a member of Students 
Against Destructive Decisions 
and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

Watts said he loves to spend 
his spare time with his girlfriend 
and his family, especially his 
niece, Parker Rose.

“I also enjoy playing online 
video games with my friends 
(maybe a bit too much),” Watts 
said.  “An outdoor hobby of 
mine is gardening. I really love 
watching plants grow after all 
my hard work, I even have my 
own greenhouse!”

Watts said he would encour-
age his fellow seniors and un-
derclassmen to always give 

A New Albany man who died 
of coronavirus is remembered 
as a loving father, hard worker 
and devoted Christian, his son 
said.

L.C. Conner passed away 
April 1 at North Mississippi 
Medical Center in Tupelo at the 
age of 60.

“He was an awesome father,” 
said his son, Marquel Conner of 
New Albany.

Marquel does not know how 
his dad got the coronavirus but 
said he had underlying health 
conditions.

His dad set many great exam-
ples, such as how to be a man 
and provide for one’s family, 
said Marquel.

“He loved hosting Bible stud-
ies at his home weekly,” Mar-

quel said, adding that his dad 
was a family man who enjoyed 
spending time with his wife and 
grandchildren.

In addition, his father was 
also an evangelist who would 
travel around to different towns 

to preach. He was an “ener-
getic” preacher who was very 
“knowledgeable of the Word of 
God,” said Marquel.

His dad shared the Word 
of God everywhere he went, 
whether it was at the gas station 

or just sitting down with the 
guys at McDonald’s.

He was also a truck driver for 
over 30 years before retiring and 
attended church at the United 
House of Prayer in Cotton Plant.

Marquel has been the unit di-
rector of the New Albany Boys & 
Girls Club for five years. Just as 
his father was a positive influ-
ence on him, Marquel tries to 
do the same for the children at 
the Boys and Girls Club.

“I just try to instill positivity 
into them,” said Marquel, who 
also tries to be motivational and 
encouraging for the children.

He tells the children they have 
to persist when the odds are 
against them and that they have 
to keep working toward goals.

Marquel also lost his mom, 
Bonnie, this year to cancer. His 
mom and dad were married for 
35 years.
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Drivers education teacher adjusts to 
new normal while distance learning

Local superintendents agree with 
governor’s decision to close schools
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The New Albany and Union 
County School Districts have 
tentatively set dates for gradua-
tion ceremonies this summer.

New Albany School District 
announced in a statement last 
Friday that it will hold two gradu-
ation celebrations for its seniors 
- one on the original May 22 
date and a traditional ceremony 
on July 31.

The district said it will be 
sending out letters to its seniors 
with more information. It also 
clarified that these are tentative 
celebration dates.

The Union County School 
District, meanwhile, announced 
tentative dates in mid to late 
June for ceremonies at its four 
schools. District administrators 
met last Wednesday to discuss 
graduation and set the following 
dates:

June 15 – Myrtle Attendance 
Center

June 18 – Ingomar Atten-
dance Center

June 22 – East Union Atten-
dance Center

June 25 – West Union Atten-
dance Center

At present, all graduation 
ceremonies are set for 8 p.m.

Windy Faulkner, assistant 
superintendent for the school 
district, said these are tentative 
dates depending on the status 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. She 
said discussions regarding these 
dates and other aspects related 
to graduation are ongoing.

New Albany, Union 
County schools an-
nounce graduation 
dates


