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» TODAY IN HISTORY

THE PLANET URANUS DISCOVERED

English astronomer William Herschel observed this day 
in 1781 the seventh planet from the Sun, Uranus—first de-
scribed by him as “a curious either nebulous star or per-
haps a comet” and named for the father of the god Saturn.

By ALEX ROZIER

Mississippi Today

JACKSON • Eager to spread the 
news of a massive federal in-
vestment in his city’s drinking 
water system, Jackson Mayor 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba called 
several town hall events over the 
last few months to update his 
constituents.

But to the residents in atten-
dance, the $800 million coming 
to Jackson is far less tangible 
than the problems right in front 
of them, as many directed the 
same, commonly heard refrains 
towards Lumumba:

What is with my water bill?
Why am I being charged for 

water that’s unsafe to drink?
Who’s going to fix the sewage 

spewing onto my lawn?
“I’m being charged for water 

I’m not even using,” one man 
said at a Forest Hill High School 
town hall in February, saying 
the water he was being charged 
for was leaking across his yard.

A woman in attendance said 
her monthly bill went from $55 
to over $200, which she eventu-
ally just refused to pay. At an-
other town hall in December, a 
resident said he got a bill in the 
thousands even though the wa-
ter from his tap was brown.

Unable to speak to each 
person’s problem, Lumumba 
echoed a hopeful sentiment: 
While the city didn’t have the re-
sources it needed before, it does 
now, and help is on the way.

While much has happened 

for the future of Jackson’s water 
since last fall – a federal take-
over that placed a third-party 
team in control of the system’s 
improvement, the $800 million 
investment provided through 
several federal funding streams, 
a grant program that’s already 

eliminated $8 million in res-
ident’s water bill debt in less 
than a week – the process of re-
storing trust among residents in 
what comes out of their taps is a 
long road ahead.

“I mean we’re going on, what, 
40 years of distrust in Jackson’s 

water system?” said Brooke 
Floyd, a coordinator with the 
JXN People’s Assembly.

Floyd, a Jackson native, moth-
er, and former teacher, said she 
distrusted the water even as a 
child, recalling her grandpar-
ents boiling the water for as long 

as she remembers.
“People are centering this on 

(the current) administration, 
but this is a deep-seated dis-
trust that goes for years,” Floyd 
said. “So, I think it’s going to 

How officials hope to repair relationship between Jacksonians and their water

VICKIE D. KING I MISSISSIPPI TODAY

Water pumped from a hole dug by a water maintenance crew on Pascagoula Street in Jackson to repair a broken waterline on March 4, 2023. Crews continue to repair water-
lines across the city in order to restore water to homes after severe winter storms crippled the city and state.

While much has 
happened for the future 
of Jackson’s water since 

last fall, the process of 
restoring trust among 

residents in what comes 
out of their taps is a  

long road ahead.

By BECKY GILLETTE

Mississippi Business Journal

Concerns have been 
raised nationwide over 
dramatically increasing 
rates of diabetes in young 
people. A recent publi-
cation in the Journal of 
American Medicine said 
diagnosed cases of type 
1 and type 2 diabetes are 
surging among youth with 
cases of type 1 diabetes in-
creasing by 45% and cases 
of type 2 diabetes increas-
ing by 95% between 2001 
and 2017.

Mississippi has one of 
the highest rates of dia-
betes in the country af-
fecting an estimated 15% 
of the population. The 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
reports that compared to 
people who develop dia-
betes in adulthood, youth 
are more likely to develop 
diabetes complications at 
an earlier age and are at a 
higher risk of premature 
death.

Rates of youth diabetes 
increased even more rap-
idly during the pandemic, 

said Irena 
M c C l a i n , 
associate di-
rector, Dia-
betes Foun-
dation of 
Mississippi. 
While type 
2 diabetes 
may be caused by lack of 
exercise, a poor diet and 
excessive weight, type 1 
diabetes is thought to be 
triggered by viruses such 
as the one that causes 
COVID-19.

“We have seen a huge 
surge in children with 

type 1 and type 2 diabe-
tes with an increase of 
54% diagnosed in 2020 
and a slightly smaller in-
crease in 2021,” McClain 
said. “Viruses can trigger 
autoimmune conditions 
such as type 1 diabetes. 
The body’s immune sys-
tem attacks the virus and 
then mistakenly attacks 
the beta cells (insulin pro-
ducing cells) in the pan-
creas leading to diabetes. 
We also read in peer-re-
viewed medical journals 
about an increase in other 
types of autoimmune dis-

eases such as lupus that 
was potentially triggered 
by COVID.”

The Diabetes Founda-
tion of Mississippi pro-
vides backpacks for fam-
ilies of newly diagnosed 
children and teens that 
contain medical supplies 
and information. During 
the pandemic, the num-
ber of children newly di-
agnosed increased signifi-
cantly.

“It is actually quite 
frightening,” McClain 
said. “We never saw that 
before. It is something 

that is a worldwide prob-
lem. Diabetes right now 
costs $2 billion per year in 
direct and indirect costs 
in Mississippi. Think of 
the huge population of 
kids that are predicted to 
be diagnosed with type 1 
or type 2 diabetes in the 
future. We are still one of 
the poorest states in the 
country and have one of 
the highest numbers of 
kids not covered by in-
surance. How will they 
afford insulin and blood 

A GRAVE CONCERN: State sees increase in childhood diabetes
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