
RIPLEY • A new restaurant is 

currently in the works for Ripley. 

Owner Rob Hodges has worked 

tirelessly to remodel what used to 

be Capanski’s restaurant so that 

his dream for his small town can 

become a reality. Grace Eatery 

is scheduled to open soon and 

will not only offer Ripley a new 

place to eat with the family but 

opportunities for youth and others 

needing a place to belong. 

Rob began laying out the 

blueprints for Grace Eatery in 

late November of  2019. He is 

the director of  local non-profit, 

Leadership is Servan-

thood and wanted to 

offer something to 

Ripley that hasn’t 

been done yet while 

TIPLERSVILLE • Wednes-

day, July 29 is the last day 

to register for the Hybrid 

Instructional Program 

option in the North Tippah 

School District. Earlier 

this month, the district 

announced that they would 

offer a choice of  traditional 

on-campus instruction and 

online distance learning 

in the fall semester.

“The hybrid program 

is basically our form of  

distance learning where 

students will not be on 

campus to take classes,” 

said North Tippah Superin-

tendent Scott Smith. “They 

may have to come back to 

campus to take assessments 

or state tests, or if  they 

also receive some type of  

service.”

Students choosing the 

hybrid program will still 

be enrolled at their regular 

school, but they will partic-

ipate in virtual learning 

and complete their assign-

ments at home. Teachers 

will assist students in 

working through weekly 

assignments with a mix of  

interactive and independent 

activities. The content and 

pace will match traditional 

school curriculum expec-

tations.

The school district will 

be implementing Google 

Classroom for classes and 

schoolwork.

“With Google Classroom, 

students can communicate 

all their classwork and 

can insert documents 

and certain videos. With 

Google Meet, they can do a 

Zoom-type meeting, where 

students can be face-to-face 

at the same time. There 

will be a variety of  things 

like that depending on the 

course, the age group of  the 

students, and what class it 

is,” said Smith.

There will be no orien-

tation for hybrid students. 

Smith says hybrid students 

will meet with their prin-

cipal prior to the start of  

school to provide their 

device and any documenta-

tion that might be needed.

Hybrid classes will follow 

the same academic calendar 

as traditional classes and 

students must be commit-

ted to learning. Attendance 

will be taken in accordance 

with the Mississippi Depart-

ment of  Education’s atten-

dance guidelines regarding 

hybrid learning. All North 

Tippah grading policies 

and procedures will apply 

during hybrid learning. 

Grab  and Go meals will 

be available for hybrid 

learning students.

Smith stresses that 

some elective 

courses and 

opportuni-

ties may not 

be offered to 

A Texas man was arrested Monday following an 

armed robbery, drive-by shooting and high-speed chase 

that began in Tippah County and ended near Hickory 

Flat in Benton County.

According to Tippah County Sheriff  Karl Gaillard, 

the Tippah County Sheriff ’s Department received a call 

at 8:56 a.m. Monday, July 27, saying that a suspicious 

person was brandishing a weapon on County Road 253 

in the Shiloh community. The subject was gone when 

the sheriff ’s department responded to the call.  TCSD 

proceeded to search the area for a white Ford F150 

truck with Texas plates believed to be the suspect’s.

While searching for the truck, TCSD received a 

second call at 9:26 a.m. reporting an armed robbery 

on County Road 422.  $326 in cash was stolen from 

a 19-year-old and a 12-year-old. The victims in the 

armed robbery were able to get a tag number from 

the suspect’s vehicle. When the sheriff ’s department 

ran the tag, the vehicle came back as a small Lexus 

SUV belonging to a neighbor of  the original 

caller in the Shiloh community.

“I realized that apparently, he’d stolen a 

car from out there where we were and had 

made it to the other side of  the county,” 

said Gaillard. “I went then and checked 

RIPLEY • Lisa Settlemires has quite a bit of  experi-

ence when it comes to numbers and handling money, 

so it only seemed fitting for her to represent Ripley at 

the 15th Annual Dance Like the Stars gala in Tupelo. 

Each year hundreds of  people gather 

at Bancorp South Conference Center 

to rally together and raise as much 

money as possible for The Boys & 

Girls Club of  North Mississippi. 

Each participating town chooses 

one local celebrity to dance for them. 

That person then commits to raising 

as much money as possible for the 

kids while also taking numerous 

dance lessons led by the 

professionals at The Dance Studio of  

Tupelo.

Settlemires is one of  seven local celeb-

rities dancing in the event this year. Each 

Peppers can 
withstand
the heat and 
humidity.
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Ripley Boys & Girls Club 
in Dance Like the Stars
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Special to the Sentinel

Grace Eatery

New restaurant hopes to be place for entire 
community to come together and enjoy a meal

Wednesday is deadline to choose online distance learning option for North Tippah Schools

The vision board upstairs at Grace Eatery showcases Hodges’ and Wilson’s plans for future 
community services and projects.

Rob Hodges and David Wilson have worked hard over the past several months preparing for the opening of Grace. 
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