
A Journal Publishing Company product

Chickasaw

A locally owned newspaper dedicated to the service of God and mankind.

PRST STANDARD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
HOUSTON MS
PERMIT #48

PRST STANDARD

www.houstonfuneralhomems.com

443 South Jackson

Houston, MS

456-3411

Leland B. Norman, Jr.

Serving with dignity since 1910

TRACE
FAMILY HEALTH

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

1002 E. Madison Street

Less waiting with

appointment

(662) 448-6213

Affordable/Accessible

Houston, MS Volume 114. No. 39 Wednesday, July 22, 2020 www.chickasawjournal.com 75 cents

Good

MorninG

From Michael and Khloe 
McMillan. They enjoyed some 
swimming at Davis Lake last 
week.
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Newsbriefs

Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 
p.m. at Faith Outreach Church, 
272 McDonald St., Okolona. 
Contact Danny at 662-610-
5578 for more information.

Floy Dyer Family

• Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call 
Floy Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tuesdays at 
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries 
of Monroe County. Call 257-
9043.

Chickasaw schools reopening Aug. 10, released guidelines 

and procedures for the school year 2020-2021
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

Houston and Chickasaw 
County School Districts are 
planning on returning to school 
on August 10, 2020. Our sched-
uled Open House on August 
6th, has been cancelled. Pack-
ets with teacher assignments, 
schedules, masks, A/B desig-
nations, and other important 
information will be given out 
using a curbside pick up pro-
cedure Tuesday, July 21st, be-
tween 10:00am and 6:00pm. 
Parents who choose not to send 
their children back to school 
in August MAY have a distance 
learning option. For individu-
al distance learning to even be 
an option, the parent/guard-
ian and student MUST have a 
face-to-face meeting with the 
student’s building level admin-
istrator. Appropriate paperwork 

must also be completed. The 
district will communicate more 
details on this option once we 
receive guidance from MDE 
on attendance guidelines. The 
district is also developing alter-
nate plans in the event we can’t 
return as planned. Please un-
derstand that during these un-
certain times changes can occur 
weekly and even daily.

We will follow the school cal-
endars that have been approved 
and are posted on the district 
website. If we have to adjust the 
calendar to meet certain reg-
ulations, then it will be repub-
lished.

Instructional Guidelines and 
Procedures

We will have a “Phased In” 
return to school the first two 
weeks of school. Each school 
will follow an A/B days sched-

ule. Students will be designat-
ed as an “A” or “B” and will go 
to school on the days that cor-
relate to their designation.

**The OPEN HOUSE sched-
uled for August 6th is cancelled. 
We will add teacher PD days on 
August 6th and August 7th.

A/B SCHEDULE
August 10th-14th

August 10th and August 12th- 
“A” days. “A” students come to 
school. “B” students will not 
come to school, but will have 
assignments.

August 11th and August 13th- 
“B” days. “B” students come to 
school. “A” students will not 
come to school, but will have 
assignments.

August 14th- All students will 
have assignments and work 
from home. Teachers will be 
training for distance learning 

and they will have specified 
hours during which they will be 
available to assist students on-
line.

August 17th-21st
August 17th and August 19th- 

“A” days. “A” students come to 
school. “B” students will not 
come to school, but will have 
assignments.

August 18th and August 20th- 
“B” days. “B” students come to 
school. “A” students will not 
come to school, but will have 
assignments.

August 21st- Distance learn-
ing day for all students. Stu-
dents will have assignments and 
teachers will have office hours 
to assist students.

ON AUGUST 24TH, WE WILL 
RESUME REGULAR SCHED-

Volunteers needed by Chickasaw fire departments
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

CHICKASAW • The fire depart-
ments in Chickasaw County are 
in desperate need of volunteers.

According to Chickasaw 
County Fire Coordinator Jon-
athan Blankenship, they are 
short handed everywhere.

“Every fire department is ex-
tremely short handed, espe-
cially during the daytime,” he 
said. “We are having to send 
sometimes four of our eight fire 
departments in the county to a 
structure fire – just for manpow-
er...and are still short handed.”

The fire departments are re-
sponsible for many duties, in-
cluding:

– Responding to emergencies, 
which include fires, emergency 
medical, wrecks, lost persons, 
weather damage events and 
hazardous materials incidents.

– Attend fire department 

meetings and training.
– Assist with fund raising ef-

forts.
– Equipment maintenance.
– Assist during special events 

(festivals, etc.)
“A volunteer firefighter is sim-

ilar to a Jack of All Trades,” said 
Blankenship. “There is an old 
saying, ‘If you don’t know who 
to call, call the fire department.’ 
They will help you or get you 
help.”

There are other requirements 
for becoming a volunteer fire-
fighter as well.

“We ask our firefighters to 
respond to emergencies and 
attend monthly trainings/de-
partment meetings. Also, we are 
in need of people willing to ded-
icate themselves to becoming a 
certified volunteer firefighter, 
a course taught locally through 
the Mississippi Fire Academy, 
and emergency medical train-
ing (first aid or first responder).”

To volunteer, contact any 
one of the fire departments in 
the county, as all are needing 
volunteers, or contact Blanken-
ship, and he will put potential 
volunteers in contact with their 
local chief.

There are a total of eight 

volunteer fire departments in 
Chickasaw, and all of them are 
in need of volunteers.

They include:
– Houlka
– Houston
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A recent structure fire in Houlka led to four departments being dispatched due to 
lack of personnel, even citizens jumped in to help.
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Much of Houston and its surrounding areas suffered wide-spread phone, internet and cable outages after an incident with 
a semitruck which resulted in numerous downed lines. AT&T phone and internet as well as MaxSouth cable were affected. 
Crews were on scene for an unknown amount of time repairing the damage, and eventually restoring service.

Turn to Volunteers, 8A

Chickasaw Journal 
temporarily 

suspends free 
papers to Houlka, 

Mantee, continuing 
requestor drive

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Due to the recent 
financial struggles faced by 
many because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Chickasaw Jour-
nal has suspended free papers 
for Houlka and Mantee.

There have been many calls 
about this, and to clarify, this 
is completely unrelated to the 
current requestor drive that is 
currently going on.

Instead, there has been a drop 
in advertising revenue to the 
extent that there is not enough 
money to print those papers for 
free distribution. This is only 
temporary, and papers are ex-
pected to resume in these areas 
soon, however, there is no set 
timetable as to when.

The requestors which are 
currently being collected by the 
Chickasaw Journal are still be-
ing collected.

The forms that are received 

Turn to Schools, 6A

HOUSTON AREA SUFFERS WIDE-SPREAD OUTAGES

Turn to Chickasaw, 8A


