
State Sen. Kathy Chism, R-New 
Albany, said she voted against a 
bill to change the Mississippi flag 
because she believes the people 
should have been allowed to vote 
on the issue.

“I think that the people should 
have the vote,” Chism said. “The 
flag itself is really not the issue 
here. The issue is that the people 
have been deprived of their right 
to vote.”

Chism co-authored an amend-
ment that would have let people 
vote on the flag, but the amend-
ment failed. Under the amend-
ment, a commission would have 
recommended three new designs 
for the Mississippi flag without 
the Confederate battle emblem 
but including the words “In God 
We Trust.”

Once the three new flag designs 
were developed there would have 

been a statewide special election 
to decide whether to keep the 
current state flag, which does 
contain the Confederate battle 
emblem, or to pick one of the 
three new designs.

People should be able to decide 
whether they want to keep the 
current flag, she said.

“The right to vote on this has 
been taken away from the people, 
and it’s not fair,” Chism said.

Asked why she thinks people 
deserve a right to vote on the flag, 
she said, “Why do people deserve 
the right to vote on the governor 
or anything else? It’s our history, 
and it’s like everybody’s trying to 
get rid of our history. The history 
is there. If we don’t know where 
we came from, all of us, how in 
the world do we know which di-
rection to go in?”

Chism added, “You can’t just 

A 68-year-old woman was 
killed in a one-vehicle crash 
Monday morning in Union 
County, according to the Missis-
sippi Highway Patrol.

The driver, Mona R. Dodson, 
of Ecru, was killed in the crash.

Dodson was traveling 
westbound on State Highway 30 
when she left the roadway and 
collided with a tree in the area of 
County Road 138 at approxi-
mately 11:35 a.m.

The cause of the crash is still 
under investigation.

A Guntown man will be 
charged with aggravated assault 
after an alleged shooting inci-
dent Saturday night in the Alpine 
community of Union County, 
said Sheriff Jimmy Edwards.

The suspect, Ricky Brown, 
37, allegedly shot the victim 
in both arms, said Edwards. 
The gunshot apparently went 
through one arm and into the 
other, the sheriff said.

At around 11:30 p.m. author-
ities received a 911 call that a 
subject had been shot.

Deputies arrived on scene 
and found the victim shot in 
both arms, Edwards said.

It appeared there was some 
type of altercation that occurred 
at 1373 Highway 9 North in 
Alpine.

After an investigation into the 
incident Brown was arrested 
early Sunday. The sheriff said 
Brown will be charged with 
aggravated assault. 
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County schools plan safe, traditional return
After much deliberation, the 

Union County School District has 
developed its plan for a safe, but 
traditional return to school this 
fall.

The school district released its 
detailed plan, along with a letter 
explaining its reasoning, to stu-
dents and parents last Friday.

“We’re planning on going with 
a traditional schedule,” new-
ly-appointed Superintendent 
Russell Taylor said. “We used the 

input of alot of people. We had a 
superintendent advisory team, 
school leadership teams, school 
teacher advisory teams and we 
got input from our teachers. We 
also took a survey of our parents. 
In that survey, 87 percent of our 
parents indicated that they would 
prefer to send their students back 
to school with a traditional sched-
ule. Every one of those teams also 
thought that was the best way we 
could go back to educating our 
students.”

The Union County School 
District, as most other school 

districts in the 
state, had tran-
sitioned to a 
virtual learn-
ing environ-
ment following 
Spring Break 
due to efforts 

to slow the spread of COVID-19. 
None of the schools returned to 
in-person classes for the remain-
der of the year.

According to Taylor, the dis-
trict’s traditional return will fol-
low the existing school calendar. 
Students will therefore return to 

school Aug. 6.
“We’re going to go back to 

school with all of our students 
who choose to go back to a reg-
ular schedule,” he said. “We are 
going to offer distance learning 
to those that can and that want 
to. We will have alot of safety pre-
cautions in place.”

Those safety precautions in-
clude requiring that employees 
will be required to wear masks 
or face coverings except in situa-
tions where they can be over eight 

After 12 and a half years of 
service, Ken Basil has officially 
retired from his Union County 
School District superintendent 
post.

The Union County School 
Board of Trustees approved his 
resignation from the position at 
its June 29 meeting and it took 
effect the next day.

“I’m very honored and bless-
ed to have had a small part in 
the success of this district,” Ba-
sil said.  “So many people have 
been responsible for these suc-
cesses.  I would like to thank 
everyone that had a part, in-
cluding the boards that I have 
had the privilege to work with, 
because they bought what I 
was selling, the vision that we 
had and allowed us to pursue 
these dreams. The administra-
tion at each school and their 
staffs were wonderful to work 

with and we all had a common 

goal. Our students are also just 
the best anyone could ask for.  I 
also thank the parents for their 
support.”

Basil also went on to give a 
special thanks to the central of-
fice staff, including Windy Faulk-
ner, assistant superintendent.

“[She] is a huge reason this 
school district has been so suc-
cessful; no single individual has 
had more to do with the success 
than her,” he said.

Basil reflected on the changes 
he’s seen in the district’s reputa-
tion during his tenure.

“Twelve years ago, our district 
was mostly known as an out-
standing sports district,  but now 
it’s known for being outstanding 
in academics also. When I first 
started, I would always get con-
gratulations from other super-
intendents about our basketball 
teams or baseball, cross country 
winning championships. But 
about six years ago, I got my first 
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A Mississippi Department of Transportation project was recently taking place in Union County on Interstate 22. The $5.1 million mill and overlay project was awarded to 
APAC-Mississippi. The project covers about four miles on I-22. It is taking place about seven miles east of the Benton County line to State Highway 30 in New Albany.


