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» SWEETS FOR THE SWEET

Show mom some love with yummy desserts.  Food, 8A

By DANNY MCARTHUR 

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Disaster response 
agencies went to work immedi-
ately helping hard-hit commu-
nities in the aftermath of Sun-
day’s tornadic storms.

Eight Days of Hope, a local 
faith-based organization that 
serves those in need after natu-
ral disasters, was in the hardest 
hit areas of Tupelo on Monday 
afternoon at 1 p.m., planning 
their response efforts immedi-
ately in the hours following the 
initial storm. Volunteers with the 
organization helped clean de-
bris, removed trees and stepped 
in where needed alongside Elvis 
Presley Drive in Tupelo and af-
fected areas in Pontotoc.

Chandler Gurley, EDOH ex-

ecutive assistant of operations, 
said the damage he’s seen has 
been major, but not widespread.

“It definitely could have been 
much worse, but for the people 
that were affected, it’s a big deal 
to them,” Gurley said. “We’re 
just trying to do the best we can 
to love on our community and 
just use the equipment and the 
gifts God’s given us just help 
those right now who can’t help 
themselves.”

EDOH will lead local volun-
teers all week to serve affected 
areas. Those 18 years old and up 
who are willing to volunteer the 
assist with clean-up efforts are 
asked to visit 142 Kings Hwy in 
Pontotoc a 7 a.m. through Fri-
day.

By WILLIAM MOORE

Daily Journal

TUPELO • The National Weather 
Service in Memphis has confirmed 
that the storms that hit north-
east Mississippi Sunday night 
produced at least four tornadoes 
in Calhoun, Pontotoc, Lee and 
Itawamba counties.

The NWS dispatched two survey 
teams Monday to determine if the 
damage caused by the storms was 
the result of straight-line winds 
or a tornado. One team started in 
Calhoun County and followed the 
path to the northeast. The second 
team started in Itawamba County 
and backtracked the damage to 
the southwest.

The storm that moved brisk-
ly to the northeast spawned the 
first tornado near Calhoun City at 
around 8:30 p.m. on May 2. About 
two hours later, the fourth tornado 
from the same storm lifted in the 
Ratliff community, northwest of 
Mantachie, in Itawamba County.

The first tornado was rated as an 
EF-1 and lasted just three minutes. 
It started just southwest of town 
at 8:30 p.m. Wind and falling trees 
caused a good deal of roof dam-
age throughout the area. An older 
masonry building in the path was 
destroyed. This tornado had an 

estimated peak wind speed of 90 
mph and traveled 2 miles with a 
maximum width of 50 yards.

The second tornado started 
in the Black Zion community in 
Pontotoc County and traveled to 
near southwest Tupelo. This EF-1 
tornado saw wind speeds of up to 
90 mph. It started at 9:40 p.m. and 
travelled 4.5 miles over its 10-min-
ute life span. At its largest, the path 
was 80 yards wide. It caused roof 
damage to several houses along 
King’s Highway in Pontotoc Coun-

ty and damaged several trees along 
Lee County Road 900. The NWS 
report said the damage path then 
became intermittent, with the last 
observed damage being just west 
of the Natchez Trace Parkway.

The third and longest-track-
ing tornado of the night started 
at 9:53 p.m. near the Spring Lake 
neighborhood. It caused wide-
spread damage as it traveled from 
one side of Tupelo to the other. 

By TAYLOR VANCE

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Todd Jordan and Jason Shelton once 
again traded personal barbs at one another on so-
cial media – this time over each other’s respons-
es to Sunday’s tornadic storm, which damaged 
around 90 properties in Tupelo.

Shelton, the city’s outgoing mayor, and Todd 
Jordan, the Republican nominee vy-
ing to replace him, have previously 
criticized each other. But the sharp 
rhetoric has grown particularly acute 
since Jordan won the Republican 
nomination.

At around 10:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
the two-term Democratic mayor 
wrote on his personal Facebook ac-
count that as the city is experiencing 
another natural disaster, he’s certain that the next 
mayor should be someone who is “competent, ca-
pable, and qualified.”

“Your next mayor will make the 
decisions at this moment of how the 
city responds,” Shelton said in the 
post. “This is a serious job and we 
need a serious person to be mayor. 
The mayor of Tupelo has to have ba-
sic competency.”

Although the mayoral candidate’s 
name is not mentioned in the post, 
Shelton has previously posted on 
social media that he believes Jordan 
isn’t competent enough to be the city’s next mayor 
and that he supports Jordan’s opponent, Demo-
crat Victor Fleitas, as his successor.

Around 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Shelton also said 
that he does not believe being mayor is a “hands 
off job,” which is a more obvious dig at Jordan.

In a previous interview with the Daily Journal, 
Jordan said he would give more autonomy to lead-
ers of city departments, but he was not extending 
that to his entire approach to being mayor.

“It is imperative that we have someone who is 
qualified, capable, and competent to serve, which 
is why I support Victor Fleitas to serve as our next 
mayor,” Shelton said. “I hope that you will join 
me in making sure Tupelo continues on the right 
track.”

Around 2 p.m. on Monday, Jordan, currently a 
Lee County supervisor, shot back at Shelton via his 
campaign’s Facebook page, saying that while the 
city’s emergency responders were tending to the 
storm damage, Shelton was “promoting his can-
didate to replace him” before the damage to the 
storm was fully known.

“I want you to know that I am a uniter, not a 
divider,” Jordan wrote in his post. “We’ve had 
enough of dividing over the last eighteen months. 
As your next mayor, I want to bring us back to be-
ing together for Tupelo. As mayor I want to repre-
sent everyone. And I promise you, I will not divide 
us.”

NWS: Sunday storms spawned four twisters

NWS MEMPHIS

This graphic, released by the National Weather Service out of Memphis, shows the path of an 
EF-1 tornado that caused some significant damage in Tupelo. The tornado was one of at least 
four that touched down in Northeast Mississippi as part of a storm front that moved through 
the area on Sunday night.
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A Tupelo resident walks by a home partially crushed by a downed tree on North Green Street on Monday, May 3, 2021. The roots of the tree 
tore out the decking and stairway to the home after an EF-1 tornado passed through the city Sunday night. On Monday, the National Weather 
Service out of Memphis confirmed Sunday’s storms contained at least four tornadoes.

TORNADOES CONFIRMED Mayor, potential 
mayor spar on 
Facebook over 
tornado response

Nonprofits assist those in need in storm recovery efforts
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TURN TO NWS, 2A

TURN TO NONPROFITS, 2A

TURN TO SPAR, 2A

A volunteer with 
Eight Days of Hope 
helps clean-up 
efforts along King’s 
Highway in south-
ern Lee County on 
Tuesday, May 4, 
2021, following a 
series of tornadic 
storms that cut a 
path of destruction 
through Northeast 
Mississippi on 
Sunday night. Non-
profits like Eight 
Days of Hope and 
the local Red Cross 
had volunteers on 
the ground helping 
with recovery ef-
forts as soon as the 
winds died down.


