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» ‘IT’S A CALLING’
Tupelo transplant a lifelong Scout.  Religion, 10A

By CALEB BEDILLION

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Mississippi’s state 
parks are neither managed nor 
advertised effectively, according 
to a legislative oversight commit-
tee.

Haphazard maintenance, de-
clining visitation, and not enough 
money are among the failings 
identified by a report released this 
week from the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Performance Eval-
uation and Review.

These findings follow a 2020 
legislative session in which state 
leaders largely agreed that im-
provements are needed to the 
Magnolia State’s network of 25 

state parks, which are managed 
by the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks.

Lawmakers floated multiple 
and competing proposals to bol-
ster the state’s park systems. No 
plan, however, could garner favor 
with both chambers. The Senate 
initially backed a plan to privatize 
the management of some parks 
while forcing local governments 
to take over other parks. The 
House brought up various plans 
to divert additional funding for 
parks.

The PEER findings underscore 
the need for some kind of action 
to address a park system that has 
seen a steady decline in visitors, 
dropping from 4 million in 2001 

to just over 1 million in 2019.
“Internal challenges facing the 

state park system include a lack 
of prioritization in maintenance 
planning, a lack of strategic mar-
keting, and a lack of accountabili-
ty for cash payments made at park 
entrances,” the PEER committee 
found.

Maintenance needs loomed 
large during legislative discussion 
this year on parks.

MDWFP claims it has a $147 mil-
lion maintenance backlog. When 
the Daily Journal asked for more 
information about this figure, the 
agency could never account for 
where that estimate came from.

By TAYLOR VANCE

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Todd Jordan and Victor Fleitas, 
Tupelo’s two mayoral can-
didates, painted different 
pictures of how they would 
respond to a future poten-
tial pandemic and how they 
would pick the city’s new 
police chief, during a Thurs-
day night forum at the Link 
Centre in Tupelo.

Jordan, the Republican 
candidate, and Fleitas, the 
Democratic candidate, an-
swered questions related to 
health care, economic de-
velopment and education.

When asked if he would 
be willing to enact any lo-
cal health protocols to pre-
vent the spread of a deadly 
pandemic, Jordan stopped short of ful-
ly committing to the proposal. Instead, 

By WILLIAM MOORE

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  A man detained following a 
Tuesday evening shooting in central Tu-
pelo has now been charged with murder.

Kortoris Burks, 43, of Tupelo, was for-
mally charged with first degree murder 
Thursday. During his arraignment, Tupe-
lo Municipal Court Judge Willie Allen or-
dered him held without bond.

Police responded to a shots fired call in 
the 300 block of King Street around 6 p.m. 
May 18. Officers responding to the short 
street off Jefferson Street near Crosstown 
found an adult male dead at the scene.

Lee County Coroner Carolyn Green 
identified the victim as Lorenzin Brown, 
24, of Hibner Street, Tupelo. His body has 
been sent to the state crime lab in Pearl for 
an autopsy.

Tupelo police spokesman Capt. Chuck 
McDougald said the investigation is still 
ongoing and more details will be released 
when appropriate.

william.moore@djournal.com
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Philip Crowe, a Tupelo Parks and Recreation Department employee, changes out the American Flags that surround Lu-Ti-Ka Road entering into Veterans 
Park in Tupelo.

» NEW OLD GLORY

By DANNY MCARTHUR

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  After 35 years, the Com-
mittee for King (CFK) found an ad-
ditional way to carry on Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy beyond his 
birthday weekend.

Since January, the organization 
has been hosting monthly discus-
sions, posted online, covering sys-
temic racism in education, health/
wellness, banking/finance, and 
criminal justice. The series was 
made possible through a partner-
ship with the William Winter Insti-
tute for Racial Reconciliation.

The series concluded May 16 with 
a panel discussion about system-
ic racism’s impact on the criminal 
justice system. It featured FWD.
us Mississippi Director Alesha Jud-
kins, Southern Poverty Law Center 
Staff Attorney Leslie Faith Jones and 
MacArthur Justice Center Direc-
tor Cliff Johnson. Over the course 
of about 90 minutes, panelists dis-
cussed their personal journeys with 
criminal justice work, how history 
continues influencing the penal sys-
tem in the South, and what Missis-
sippi and local communities can do 
to address issues within the justice 

system, such as Mississippi having 
one of the highest incarceration 
rates in the nation, with a dispro-
portionate amount of those locked 
up being Black people.

“To the extent that we think about 
our next steps, what do we invest 
in?” Jones said during the panel. “If 
we’re investing in root causes to try 
to minimize and mitigate for better 
outcomes, then it’s no different than 
thinking about your health care sys-
tem, it’s no different than thinking 
about your educational system, it’s 
no different than thinking about 

your banking system. All of it makes 
you a stronger community, so it’s 
worth it.”

The panel was indicative of the 
kinds of conversations CFK sought 
to facilitate when they first launched 
the series in January, said CFK chair-
person Shawn Brevard. Since 1986, 
Tupelo has celebrated the late U.S. 
Civil Rights leader with a birthday 
weekend celebration each January.

As it did for most events, COVID-19 
changed those plans. The pandem-
ic forced CFK to revamp their key-
stone weekend celebration for 2021 
and also provided an opportunity to 
do things differently, Brevard said. 
The CFK series started with a panel 
in January introducing future top-
ics. Every third Sunday, from Febru-

An ongoing  
dialogue: 

 » JOIN THE  
DISCUSSION 
The entire Committee for King five-part series 

is available at https://www.committeefork-
ing.org. Organizers invite members of the 
community to share their thoughts and 
comments with CFK on their Facebook page, 
Committee.For.King.

“Imagine Lee County as 
a boat. If racism keeps 
poking holes in the 
boat, your side might 
not sink first but it won’t 
be long. Tupelo is a 
relatively small boat. 
Take on racism or take 
on water.”
Von Gordon

William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation

Committee for King wraps up 

five-part virtual series on race

TURN TO DIALOGUE, 2A

Mississippi state park system faces litany of woes
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The Mississippi Legislature ultimately scrapped most proposals in-
tended to help boost state parks, including Trace State Park, seen in 
this file photo from 2020. A legislative report released this week out-
lined problems at the park system.TURN TO PARKS, 2A
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Tupelo man 
charged with 
murder in Tuesday 
fatal shooting

Candidates 
square off at 
mayoral forum

TURN TO FORUM, 12A


