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» CHASING GOLD
Booneville, Starkville lead list  
of title contenders. Page 1B

By DENNIS SEID
Daily Journal

For the sixth consecutive 
year, the Community De-
velopment Foundation held 
its annual leadership con-
ference at The Orchard, and 
another sellout crowd of 750 
people attended the event.

The enthusiastic crowd 
heard from an engag-
ing lineup that included 
Suneel Gupta, a best-sell-
ing author and CEO of 
RISE; Molly Fletcher, a for-
mer top sports agent who 
negotiated more than $500 
million in contracts; Justin 
Patton, an executive coach, 
leadership presence expert 
and award-winning au-
thor; and Chris Singleton, 
a former baseball play-

er drafted by the Chicago 
Cubs and best-selling au-
thor.

“Cadence is delighted 
to support the Communi-
ty Development Founda-

tion’s Ignite conference,” 
said Cadence chairman 
and CEO Dan Rollins. 
“Now in our sixth year 
sponsoring the event, it 
is always something our 
team looks forward to par-
ticipating in each year.”

Rollins said “Ignite pro-
vides a unique opportuni-
ty to invite Cadence team 
members from our region-
al footprint to Tupelo for 
world-class leadership de-
velopment training.”

He told the crowd that 
“the speaker line up cer-
tainly continued the Ig-
nite tradition of delivering 
practical tools and inspir-
ing leadership messages to 
ignite the leader in you.”

dennis.seid@djournal.com

» IGNITE CONFERENCE

Ignite draws 750 to sixth annual leadership conference

THOMAS WELLS | DAILY JOURNAL
More than 750 people attended Thursday’s Ignite leadership conference at 
The Community Delvelopment Foundation at The Orchard.

THOMAS WELLS | DAILY JOURNAL
Executive Coach Justin Patton talks with a volunteer about how to build self-confidence at Thursday Ignite leadership conference held at the The Orchard on 
Coley Road. Hundreds of local leaders attended the event put on by The Community Development Foundation.

By WILLIAM MOORE
Daily Journal

TUPELO • An autopsy is planned for a 
Mooreville man who collapsed at the 
Lee Country Jail and lat-
er died, just hours after 
he was arrested on mis-
demeanor charges.

Lee County Sheriff Jim 
Johnson said Shawn D. 
Perrigin, 43, was being 
transferred from where 
he was being held to the 
shower area when he 
collapsed Saturday morning. The jail 
staff immediately began lifesaving 
efforts. When medics arrived, they 
took over and carried Perrigin to the 
hospital.

Perrigin was pronounced dead at 
the North Mississippi Medical Center 
at 11:49 a.m. on Jan. 21, according to 
Lee County Coroner Carolyn Green. 
There was no obvious indication of 
a cause of death. The body has been 
sent to the state medical examiner’s 
office in Pearl for an autopsy.

Lee County 
inmate 
collapses at 
jail, dies

By TAYLOR VANCE
Daily Journal

JACKSON • Legislative leaders are non-
committal or hesitant to advance leg-
islation that replaces Mississippi two 
statues of white supremacists in the 
U.S. Capitol.

House Rules Committee Chairman 
Rob Roberson said he recently studied 
the process for how states can replace 
statues in the National Statuary Hall 
Collection in Washington and wants to 
have an open dialogue in the future – 
but not this year.

“I’ll be honest with you, it probably 
won’t happen this year, but I’ll consider 
it in the future,” Roberson, R-Starkville, 
said.

Senate Rules Chairman Dean Kirby 
was also noncommittal when asked by 

Perrigan

Mississippi leaders 
hesitant to replace 
white supremacists 
statues in Capitol

SUSAN WALSH | AP
In this June 24, 2015, file photo, a statue of Jeffer-
son Davis, second from left, president of the Con-
federate States from 1861 to 1865, is on display in 
Statuary Hall on Capitol Hill in Washington. House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California is call-
ing for the removal of Confederate statues from the 

Associated Press

JACKSON • Patients have 
started buying medical 
marijuana in Mississip-
pi, nearly a year after the 
products were legalized in 
the state.

The Mississippi Medical 
Marijuana Association said 
in a news release Thurs-
day that the first purchases 
happened Wednesday at 
The Cannabis Company in 
Brookhaven and at two dis-
pensaries in Oxford – Hy-
brid Relief and Star Buds.

“We have been working 
since 2018 to get medical 
marijuana in the hands of 
patients in Mississippi, and 
it’s surreal to see it final-
ly come to fruition,” Ken 
Newburger, executive di-
rector of the association, 
said in the release. “This is 
only the beginning. More 
and more businesses will 
be harvesting, testing, and 
getting their products on 
the shelves in the coming 
months.”

WLOX-TV reported that 
more than 1,700 patients 
are enrolled in Mississip-
pi’s medical marijuana 
program. Among them is 
Tom Goldman, who said 
he has Parkinson’s disease 
and chronic knee pain.

Goldman told the TV sta-
tion that the Mississippi 
State Department of Health 
activated his medical card 
and alerted him by email 
Sunday.

“I’ve been waiting for 
this day for so long – smok-

ing marijuana legally,” 
Goldman said. “I thought I 
would be dead before this 
day showed up.”

A majority of Mississippi 
voters approved a medical 
marijuana initiative in No-
vember 2020. The state Su-
preme Court invalidated it 
six months later by ruling 
that the state’s initiative 
process was outdated and 
the measure was not put 
properly on the ballot.

Early in 2022, the Re-
publican-controlled Leg-
islature passed a bill 
authorizing the sale of 
medical marijuana. Re-
publican Gov. Tate Reeves 
signed the bill Feb. 2, 2022, 
and it became law immedi-
ately. Establishing regula-
tions and businesses took 
months, and some com-
munities opted out of al-
lowing facilities that grow 
or sell the products.

Elizabeth Cavanaugh, 
owner of Coastal Capital 

1st legal medical pot sales are made in state

ROGELIO V. SOLIS | AP
Young marijuana plants have state mandated identification tags in the indoor 
growing facility of Mockingbird Cannabis in Raymond, Miss., Friday, Jan. 20, 
2023. Patients have started buying medical marijuana in Mississippi, nearly 
a year after the products were legalized in the state. The Mississippi Medical 
Marijuana Association says the first purchases happened Wednesday, Jan. 
25, 2023, at dispensaries in Brookhaven and Oxford.
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