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Pig Chasing Time!

Photo by Galen Holley
Students at South Pontotoc chase a pig as part of a fund-raiser for the Cougars football team on May 27. Folks in the community raised some $17,000 that will go 
toward new weight-lifting equipment, pre-game meals and more for the football team.

Photos by David Helms
What could be more fun than to turn out on a pretty day and enjoy your bumper car and bright red ‘Ferrari’. Enjoying their new found freedom wheeling down the road 
and side walk are (left photo) Lillah Crausby in the red car and Easton Gavin in the yellow bumper car.

Young wheelers

Surveillance 
cameras  

aid police  
in making 

arrest
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc Police Chief Ran-
dy Tutor said that surveillance 
cameras were key in helping ar-
rest two juveniles who alleged-
ly broke in a warehouse on 
Dowdy Street and stole a pistol 
and ammunition.

Tutor said the break-in was 
reported by the building owner 
on May 28 and police were able 
to make the arrest only a few 
hours later.

See Surveillance page 12A

Fifty-three 
indictments 

returned
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Fifty-three indictments were 
returned last week during ar-
raignment proceedings in Pon-
totoc County Circuit Court. The 
three week July term of circuit 
court begins July 26 and con-
cludes August 12. 

Plea days are scheduled for 
July 21 and 22. 

Defendants arraigned and 
their charges included:

-Emma Katelyn Wray, child 
endangerment-test positive for 
controlled substance (CS);

-Adrian T. Strong, burglary 
of a dwelling-assault;

-Douglas B. McCuiston, ag-
gravated assault-weapon;shoot-
ing into dwelling; burglary of a 
dwelling;

-Juan Carlos Garza, posses-
sion of marijuana with intent;

See Fifty-three page 12A

Pontotoc Aldermen approve fire  
department hiring, promotions

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

(Editor’s Note: Aldermen in 
attendance at the June 1 meeting 
included David White, Rayburn 
Mapp and Lena Chewe. All items 
considered on the agenda were ap-
proved unanimously, 3-0.)

At last week’s June 1 board 
meeting Pontotoc Aldermen ap-
proved the hiring of Blake O’Cal-
laghan as a new full-time fireman.

The board also approved the pro-
motions of Brad White and Jeremy 
Maxey to assistant fire chiefs and 
the promotion of fireman Brad Ball 

to captain. These personnel chang-
es are effective July 5.

Pontotoc Mayor Bob Peeples 
noted that current Assistant Fire 
Chief Barry Carnes will be retir-
ing as of June 18 after 44 years of 
service to the city of Pontotoc. The 
public is invited to a retirement re-
ception in Carnes’ honor on Tues-
day, June 15, from 4 until 6 p.m. at 
the Pontotoc Community House.

In other new business aldermen 
approved the $14,192.50 purchase 
of a Bush Hog brand batwing 
mower for the sewer dept. at state 
contract price. The mower will be 
used around the lagoons and sewer 
treatment plant grounds.

Aldermen approved $1,300 in 
additional funding to the Pontotoc 
Chamber of Commerce, including 
$800 for picnic tables at the First 
Choice Bank Gateway and $500 
for emergency air-conditioning 
repair at the Pontotoc Community 
House.

Aldermen approved a $12,000 
payment to Engineering Solutions 
Inc. for general support provided 
over recent months for at least six 
city projects.

The board approved a $5,000 fee 
for the city to join Mississippi Hills 
as a tier II member.

“Membership in Mississippi 
Hills is advantageous as a clearing 

house for helping secure govern-
ment grants for lots of projects that 
promote tourism, history and cul-
ture in this part of the state,” Mayor 
Peeples said. “The folks at New Al-
bany said they had helped them get 
more than $60,000 in grants.”

The board approved two con-
struction projects, including a 
community building at Grove 
Apartments located at 425 West 
Reynolds Street and a clinic and 
hiring facility for Southern Motion 
located on Highway 15 north.

Aldermen approved a final 
payment of $22,322 to Suncoast  

See Pontotoc page 12A

Suspected 
DUI driver 
crashes car 
after fleeing 

police

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

A suspected DUI driver has 
been charged with assault and 
fleeing charges by Pontotoc 
Police after he led officers on 
a May 28 chase down High-
way 15 Bypass before crash-
ing his vehicle into a flatbed 
delivery truck, Pontotoc Police 
Chief Randy Tutor reported on 
Wednesday (June 2).

Chief Tutor said that Michael 
Paul Peche, 43, of Highway 
15 North, Houlka, has been 
charged with aggravated assault 
of a police officer and felony 

See Suspected page 12A


