
It looks like the City of New Albany may 
be able to purchase the former Fred’s build-
ing and convert it into a municipal services 
building.

The building, apparently one of relative-
ly few actually owned by Fred’s rather than 
leased, was put on the market about the time 
the company announced the New Albany 
store would close.

The city has made an offer on the build-
ing, tentatively received by attorneys for the 
company, Mayor Tim Kent said.

The city fi rst offered $450,000 in re-
sponse to an asking price of $700,000 for 
the building, but then the company froze all 
real estate transactions while dealing with 

the closing of all the stores.
This past week, Kent said the company 

had sent a contract to the city for a price of 
$510,000, plus the city would pay its real 
estate agent three percent and Fred’s would 
pay their agent three percent.

Included in the contract was the stipula-
tion that the city would hold Fred’s harmless 
for any future damage or loss.

City Attorney Regan Russell said he did 
not feel comfortable signing that because 
state law limits such an action.

Kent said the city looked into having a 
third party buy the property and then sell 
it to the city, and had that worked out, but 
Fred’s attorneys agreed to modify the con-
tract to limit damages to what is covered un-
der state law.

One possible problem is that the prop-

erty is in bankruptcy court, but Kent said the 
judge appears to be willing to clear the prop-
erty as soon as possible.

Another complication might be that a 
large company could buy all the Fred’s build-
ings at once, but Kent said if that happened 
he couldn’t see a reason why that company 
would not be willing to sell to the city.

An answer should be forthcoming in a 
week or two.

The original proposal by the city includ-
ed a stipulation that the Fred’s property be 
certifi ed as not fl ood-prone, since it is in the 
federally-designated fl ood plain.

Kent said part of this certifi cation has 
been done and there should be no problem 
since a building across the river, which is 
slightly lower than the Fred’s property, has 
been so certifi ed.

The city has been looking for property on 
which to build a new police department and 
light, gas and water department for several 
years.

Kent said each of the two departments’ 
proposed plans call for about 4,000 square 
feet of space and the Fred’s building is 
17,000 square feet, allowing plenty of room 
for both departments, a municipal court-
room, city board room and possibly some 
other use.

Buying the Fred’s building would poten-
tially save the city millions of dollars, avoid 
having a large empty building that might be 
diffi cult to sell, and put the new offi ces in a 
convenient central location.

All the concrete parking area around the 
building, including the access drive to Carter 
Avenue, goes with the property.

Potentially one of the most valuable un-
developed pieces of retail property in the 
city was the center of discussion at this 
month’s board of aldermen’s meeting.

Owner Ray Tune had asked that the 
open land bordered approximately by I-22, 
Hwy. 15 South, Poplar Avenue and Murrah 
Road be changed from R-2 residential zon-
ing to C-3 commercial, which could allow 
a variety of businesses.

The approximately 35 acres has come 
up for a zoning change in the past but 
neighbors, mostly living along Poplar, 
have objected.

This new change request was not ac-
companied by a specifi c plan but conversa-
tion indicated the property might be used 
for mixed residential and light commercial 
use.

Tune, who was repeatedly described as 
being in the fi nal stages of a terminal ill-
ness, was not present but was represented 
by attorney John Haynes, friend and asso-
ciate Ronnie Parker and realtor Tom Wise-
man.

Haynes presented a photo exhibit show-
ing the property and also what he referred 
to as property in a similar situation in Mag-

nolia Hills Subdivision, which has prox-
imity to commercial businesses. “They 
made it work there,” he said.

Parker said there are nine houses on 
Poplar and Murrah Road. He said he talk-
ed with residents except for one whom he 
knew was against the zoning change, and 
said none of the others objected. He said 
the only entrance to the property would 
be behind BancorpSouth and only require 
about 15 feet so the rest of Poplar would 
not be affected. The property actually ap-
pears to touch Poplar at two different loca-
tions but the one nearer Hwy. 15 is the part 
mentioned for access.

Sarah Mattox, who lives near the west 
end of the street, expressed concern about 
the entrance being so close to her drive-
way.

In earlier discussions, aldermen had 
expressed mixed views about the change 
and Ward One Alderwoman Amy Livings-
ton had pointed out that the city’s zoning 
and ordinances are soon to be updated and 
she would prefer to consider the property 
then.

Community Development Director Bil-
lye Jean Stroud said she had talked with 
city planner Bob Barber, who is working 

New Albany offi cials, concerned that 
discussions in city board meetings have 
grown more protracted and off-topic, have 
enacted a policy regulating comments from 
the public.

In order to speak, a citizen or business 
or property owner must place a request to 
be on the agenda of the next meeting. The 
written, signed request must be in the hands 
of the municipal clerk before 5 p.m. on the 
Thursday prior to the next scheduled meet-
ing.

The citizen’s presentation will be limited 
to fi ve minutes.

Mayor Tim Kent said offi cials don’t want 
to prevent citizens from speaking but it has 

Baptist Memorial Hospital-Union County 
will host a free community health fair on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 from 7 to 9 a.m. in the 
hospital’s front lobby.

Offerings include free fl u vaccines; body 
mass index assessments; blood pressure, cho-
lesterol, and blood glucose screenings; and 
coronary risk factor assessments.

Also, thanks to the hospital’s partnership 
with the Mississippi Kidney Foundation, at-
tendees will have the chance to undergo a free 
blood test to determine if they have kidney 

disease.  The test is a fi nger prick which mea-
sures eGRF and creatinine, two major indica-
tors of kidney function.  

 “We are committed to raising the collec-
tive health of the community,” said Walter 
Grace, CEO and administrator of Baptist 
Union County. “Free events, such as this 
health fair, allow community members to 
get an accurate picture of their overall health, 
which can help them make informed deci-
sions about lifestyle changes.” 

To fi nd out more about the event, please 
call 662-538-2613.

Baptist Union County offers a variety of 
services, including adult and pediatric inpa-
tient care, maternity, surgery, a 24-hour emer-
gency department and diagnostics. The hos-
pital also has 3D mammography, TeleHealth 
services and an eICU. Baptist Union County 
recently earned an “A” Safety Grade from 
the Leapfrog Group and Outstanding Patient 
Experience and Patient Safety Excellence 
awards from Healthgrades. Baptist Union 
County became the fi rst hospital in Missis-
sippi to earn fi ve stars from the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services for the hos-
pital’s quality, outcomes, safety and patient 
satisfaction. The Chartis Center for Rural 
Health also recognized the hospital as one of 
the Top 100 Rural & Community Hospitals 
in the country. 
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of zoning controversy

East Union Homeoming Court

Dennis Clayton/Gazette Staff

East Union presented their 2019 Homecoming Court during the halftime ceremony of Friday’s game with Mantachie. Jessie 
Roberts was named Homecoming Queen for the Urchins. Pictured from left - Escort Micah Ellis, Maid Sylvie McVey, escort 
Eli Hodges, Maid Colby Stafford, escort Zach Rhodes, East Union Homecoming Queen Jessie Roberts, escort Taylor 
McDonald, Maid Hannah White, escort Jake Patterson, Maid Kaitie Boatner.
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