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ABERDEEN – With the 50th anniver-
sary of man’s first steps on the moon 
last week, history overlooked plenty of 
the hidden figures in the shadows of 
astronaut giants Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins.

One of them was a contractor 
named Charles Rembert Raley, who 
was responsible for building and pav-

ing Highway 8 East from Aberdeen to 
Greenwood Springs. Through his affili-
ation with a firm in later years that con-
tracted with NASA, Raley was approved 
by the space organization to be gener-
al superintendent of construction for 
two launching pads in Cape Canaver-
al, Florida. Those launching pads were 
used for the Apollo moon missions and 
later space shuttle missions.

“To him it was more like another job. 
He had a reputation for building roads 

faster than anybody else could,” said 
Jim Buffington, whose wife, Martha, 
was Raley’s daughter.

Jim said Raley moved to Aberdeen 
in 1949 while working for Blount Bros. 
Construction in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. He later started his own contract-
ing company that built several roads 
in east Mississippi and west Alabama. 
Raley was also a partner with Aberdeen 

One giant leap 

Former Aberdeen resident played integral part in U.S. winning the space race 

A rocket blasts off from one of the launching pads Ra-
ley oversaw in its construction.

Hey there, I’m Eli, a tan 
and white male down who is 

close to 2 years old and full 
of energy. I’m really friendly 
and playful and looking for 
a good home. I’ve been at 

the Aberdeen Animal Shelter 
since June 17. For more 

information, call 369-2188.

BY JOHN H. WARD

Monroe Journal

AMORY – A trio of ladies representing 
areas of service from children to the elder-
ly were among the nominees at this year’s 
Mud & Magnolias luncheon honoring the 
most influential women across its market 
area.

Monroe County’s delegation to the lun-
cheon was comprised of Amory Main Street 
Director Alyssa Benedict, attorney Sarah 
Cline Stevens and Krisi Boren of the Full 
Tummy Project.

“Just to read the email informing me that 
I had been named a finalist among an un-
known number of nominees from northeast 
Mississippi was humbling,” Boren said.

Boren’s mission with the Fully Tum-
my Project is to provide sacks filled with 
healthy, easy to prepare foods during week-
ends and school breaks for children who 
might otherwise go hungry. Stevens’ em-
phasis as an attorney is directed toward el-
der law and estate planning, while Benedict 
is the city’s leader for the downtown mer-
chants’ association.

“It was indeed an honor to be nominated. 
There was a room full of impressive ladies 
at the luncheon,” Benedict said.

Stevens observed that the trio from Amo-
ry represented a broad area of service to the 
local community.

“It speaks highly of Monroe County. 
We’re getting involved [in our respective 
niches],” she said.

Benedict was quick to spread the credit 
around to all the people involved in Amo-
ry Main Street, saying everything she does 
takes a team of people, and it’s humbling.

“The community is needed to support 
your efforts. It’s hard to be influential by 
yourself. It takes a vision,” Boren said.

“We’re in service capacities, as are most 
honorees. The panel picked people that 
weren’t afraid to do something different,” 
Stevens said of the trio.

She used an analogy from the animal 
kingdom to describe their work in the com-
munity by saying, “a lion doesn’t need to 
tell you it’s a lion.”

“Can we walk out who we were created to 
be? We can make a difference with what we 
have rather than waiting to get what we feel 
we need to have to help with our efforts. 
It’s a leap of faith that has a domino effect,” 
Boren said, expanding on the thought in a 
philosophical way.

Stevens summarized the joint mission of 
the ladies as involving creativity, compas-
sion and community, adding it’s a journey.

Trio represents 
Monroe County 
among northeast 
Mississippi’s most 
influential women 
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Amory young professionals, from left, Krisi Boren, 
Alyssa Benedict and Sarah Cline Stevens, were among 
the nominees for this year’s Mud & Magnolias luncheon 
honoring the area’s most influential women.
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HAMILTON – A veteran 
turned business owner and 
his wife, along with the man 
who lost his life to April 13’s 
tornado, were recognized 
July 20 during Hamilton Ap-
preciation Day.

John T. and Eva Nell (Hol-
loway) Roberts were chosen 
as this year’s Hamilton Out-
standing Citizens of the Year.

“It’s a great honor to live in 
this community for so long. 
Both of our children went to 
Hamilton and had some of 
the same teachers I did,” Eva 
Nell said.

She went to school at 
Hamilton all the way up un-

til her senior 
year, when she 
transferred to 
Aberdeen. Eva 
Nell met John, 
who served 
in U.S. Army, 
in November 
1957, and they 
got married Feb. 12, 1958 at 
Fort. Riley, Kansas.

He was soon deployed to 
fight in the Korean War and 
later in Vietnam. After re-
tiring from the military and 
working as a conservationist, 
the couple eventually set-
tling in Hamilton in the early 
1970s. He ran a full-service 
Chevron station from 1971 

Hamilton honors its outstanding citizens of the year
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John T. and Eva Nell Roberts were chosen as this year’s Ham-
ilton Outstanding Citizens of the Year during Hamilton Appreciation 
Day. Additionally, the late Roy Ratliff was honored with a posthu-
mous award. He lost his life during April 13’s tornado.

Ratliff

COURTESY/JIM BUFFINGTON

The late Charles Rembert 
Raley built roads in Mississip-
pi and Alabama while living in 
Aberdeen. Later in his career, 
however, he was general super-
intendent of construction for two 
launching pads in Cape Canav-
eral, Florida that launched the 
Apollo 11 mission and several 
other NASA flights to follow.

NASA PHOTO

TURN TO HONOR, 7A

TURN TO RALEY, 7A
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(NEIL ARMSTRONG/NASA VIA AP)

This detail of a July 20, 1969 pho-
to made available by NASA shows as-
tronaut Neil Armstrong reflected in the 
helmet visor of Buzz Aldrin on the sur-
face of the moon. The astronauts had 
a camera mounted to the front of their 
suits, according to the Universities Space 
Research Association. 
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