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By DANNY MCARTHUR and TERESA BLAKE
Daily Journal and The Times

Church has a long tradition of being seen as a sacred 
place, but with the increase of active shooter incidents 
and a recent shooting at a Tippah County church, 
many area churches are deciding that having security 
in place may be a necessity rather than an option.

“Hopefully we will never have a situation like that, 
but if it does, we can contain it quickly,” said Ricky 
Summerford, a member of the security team at Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church, located in rural Itawamba 
County, approximately six mile northeast of Fulton.

The church is one of many throughout Northeast 
Mississippi that has reevaluated its safety measures in 
the wake of mass shootings across the country, includ-
ing churches.

The congregation at Mount Pleasant began the pro-
cess of incorporating an official church security team 
into their regular weekly services following the pass-
ing of the Mississippi Church Protection Act of 2016. 
Summerford told The Times the idea behind the team 

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba Times

A small flag next to their 
garage greets back door 
guests at the home of Lee 
and Kim Graham. A mes-
sage, printed in flowing 
lettering, reads, “Life is 
good.”

The Grahams’ peaceful 
home is nestled on a rural 
hillside in northwestern 
Itawamba County’s Hous-
ton Community. The busy 
schedules of their 14-year-
old son, Briar, and 8-year-
old daughter, Leah, keeps 
their home lively. Lee’s 
19-year-old daughter, 
Tessa, attends Mississippi 
State University.

As it is for many long-
haul truck drivers, it was 
common for Graham, 42, 
to give his wife a “Sun-
day goodbye kiss” before 
heading out on the road. 
On a cold January morn-
ing, the couple walked out 
on the porch of their home 
to carry out their farewell 
routine. For a brief mo-
ment, they discussed their 
future plans. Lee told Kim 
he wanted to take anoth-
er shot at running for tax 
assessor in the upcoming 
election. He planned to 
head to the courthouse to 
qualify as soon as he re-
turned home.

“He kissed me and said, 
‘This is gonna be our year, 
Babe,’ and he headed out 
for Dallas, Texas,” Kim 
Graham said. Her hus-
band’s enthusiasm and 
optimistic words still echo 
in her mind.

Within 48 hours, the 
Grahams’ lives would be 
drastically changed.

On Tuesday, January 8, 
Kim was about to head to 

Memphis to take Briar for 
his three-month checkup 
following a spinal fusion. 
He suffers from Scheuer-
mann’s Disease and had 
undergone a the difficult 
surgery in late 2018.

“My phone rang and it 
was the dispatcher,” Kim 
said. “Lee had told him he 
didn’t feel right and I told 
him that Lee had problems 
with his sugar. He told me 
he was calling an ambu-
lance and I needed to get to 
there as quickly as I could.”

She received a text from 
her husband shortly after 
that conversation that sim-
ply said, “I love,” and the 
words stopped.

“I knew when I got his 
text it was bad,” she said.

Kim made arrangements 
for her mother to take her 
young son to Memphis, 
and she headed to Dallas. 
As she made her way to the 
hospital, Kim received a 
phone call from the doctor. 

By ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

Voters will return to the polls, 
Tuesday, to finalize the Republican 
candidates for the supervisors’ rac-
es in the 1st, 3rd and 5th districts, 
and decide the winner of the 2nd 
District race.

Runoffs for the Republican pri-
mary election are set for Aug. 27. 
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. un-
til 7 p.m. Only voters who cast Re-
publican ballots during the Aug. 6 
primary elections will be eligible to 
participate in the runoff election.

Local races featured on the bal-
lot will include

• 1st District Supervisor – Toby 
Williams led the primary race with 
33.19% of the vote. He will face off 
against Donnie Wood, who gar-
nered 23.03% of the total votes 
cast. The winner will face Demo-
cratic nominee Darryl Ray in the 
Nov. 5 general election.

• 2nd District Supervisor – In-
cumbent Cecil “Ike” Johnson will 
face Rod McFerrin. Johnson, run-
ning for his third term, received 
45.25% of the the votes on prima-
ry night. McFerrin received 19.2%. 

With no Democratic candidate in 
the running, the winner will be de-
termined on Tuesday night.

• 3rd District Supervisor – Terry 
Moore led the race for the seat cur-
rently held by Steve Moore, who 
didn’t seek reelection this year. He 
received 40.47% of the total vote in 
the primary. Directly behind him 
was George Allen Stewart, who 
earned 39.16% of the ballots cast. 
The winner of the Republican run-
off will meet Democratic candidate 
Philip Blackmon in the general 
election.

• 5th District Supervisor – Roger 

Johnson will face Bill Sheffield in 
the runoff. Johnson narrowly led 
the primary race with 34.97% of 
the vote to Sheffield’s 33.54%. The 
winner will meet Democratic can-
didate Marie Johnson in the Nov. 5 
special election.

Tuesday’s ballot will also feature 
a handful of statewide races. These 
include

• Governor – Voters will se-
lect between Tate Reeves and Bill 
Waller Jr. The winner will face 
Democratic candidate Jim Hood in 
November.
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When words stop
Houston’s 

Lee Graham 
casts the most 
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of his life.

TERESA BLAKE I THE TIMES

A massive stroke early this year nearly killed Houston Community’s Lee Graham, second from left. 
Recovery has been a slow and often frustrating process for the Graham family, which also includes, 
from left, Graham’s son, Briar; wife, Kim; and daughter, Leah. But the Grahams see every small win 
as a major victory, and Lee Graham’s insistence on voting in the Aug. 6 primary was definitely a 
major victory.

COURTESY PHOTO

Lee Graham and his wife, Kim, take a selfie after voting in the 
Aug. 6 primary elections. Lee Graham was adamant about voting, 
despite being deep in the recovery process.

Republican voters return to the polls Tuesday
Local races 

include 
four of five 
seats on the 

board of 
supervisors.

See GRAHAM page 7A

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

A Fulton man has been arrested and charged with 
the molestation of a minor following an alleged 
Tuesday afternoon attack in the city’s downtown 
park.

Christopher Johnson, 30, was arrested on Aug. 13 
and charged with touching a child for lustful pur-
poses after reportedly accosting a child in Fulton’s 
Playgarden Park. The incident happened at approx-
imately 1:30 p.m.

Police Chief Mitch Nabors told The Times John-
son was taken into custody minutes after the al-
leged attack occurred. He was given an initial court 
appearance before Justice Court Judge Harold Hol-
comb, who set his bond at $25,0000.

In a Tuesday afternoon Facebook post, Morgan 
Michelle Bowden, who claims to have witnessed the 
alleged attack, said Johnson approached her while 
she was visiting the park with her daughter, step 
cousins and an adult relative. She claims Johnson 
spoke to her family aggressively, made suggestive 

Fulton man arrested following 
alleged attack in downtown park
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