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Saturday starts a week of 
mooing, bleating and gener-
al fun and family togetherness 
when the Pontotoc County Fair 
kicks up.

Activities begin this Saturday, 
August 10, continuing through 
the next Saturday, August 17 at 
the Pontotoc County Agri-Cen-
ter off of Sallie Hardin Road. 
You can do everything from 
play dominoes to donate to the 
local food pantry.

Gate admission for the fair 
will be $4 for adults and $2 for 
children under 12 on Saturday, 
August 10; Tuesday, August 13 
and Thursday, August 15.

Monday and Wednesday 
there will be no gate admission.

The final weekend when the 
rodeo comes, August 16-17, 
gate admission will be $8 for 
adults and $4 for children under 
12. The exhibit building located 
to the south west of the main 
Agri-Center will be open for 
public viewing that final week-
end from 5-8 p.m.

The fair will also feature a 
carnival. The armband schedule 
is as follows: on Tuesday night 
all rides are $1-no armbands. 
Wednesday night from 5-10 
p.m. you may purchase a $20 
armband. Thursday night from 
5-10 p.m. you may purchase 
a $25 armband. It is also buy 
one get one free, but both you 
and your friend have to be there 
when purchasing it. On Fri-
day from 5 p.m. until midnight 
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Photo by Regina Butler
Pretty Lexie Walker and Kaylee Royce were busily folding and preparing the Bodock t-shirts that are currently on sale 
at all the local banks and the Pontotoc Chamber of Commerce. The short sleeved shirt features an outline of the state of 
Mississippi on the back with an outline of a green bodock ball where Pontotoc County is located on the map. They come in 
light blue or charcoal gray. They are $15 for sixes through extra large. Shirts that are 2X and up are $20. Children’s shirts 
are $12. The festival will be August 16-17. 

Getting ready for Bodock

Levee repair ongoing at Trace State Park

Photo by David Helms
After almost four years of no fishing or boating at Trace State Park because of dam problems, crews from Pittman Construction Company of Corinth are working to 
replace approximately 1,800 feet of levee on the interior side of the lake bed which is used for skiing. Heavy earth moving equipment has been on site for about a 
month and workers are racing to complete the levee re-construction before winter rains that usually begin falling in November. 
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After four years of no fishing or 
skiing at Trace State Park in eastern 
Pontotoc County work is underway 
to repair the collapsed levee.

A $1.2-million contract was 
awarded to Pittman Construction 
Company of Corinth last fall to 
repair the interior dam wall of the 

lake, but heavy rains the past eight 
months had delayed starting the le-
vee repairs.

However, with drier weather Pit-
tman Construction was finally able 
to move heavy machinery, includ-
ing bulldozers, tractor and pans 
and an excavator, onto the lake bed 
on July 8 and dirt work has been 
ongoing for four weeks.

Project manager Zack Hastings 
said machine operators are work-

ing to replace approximately 1,800 
feet of levee on the interior side of 
the lake bed.

“They’re about finished remov-
ing all the bad material off the le-
vee and we’ll be starting back with 
new material from our engineer 
fill,” Hastings said last week.

“The excavator is working on 
the key way, which is the toe of 
the levee,” he explained. “It’s like 
a ditch cut in the bottom of the lake 

bed to keep the new levee from 
sliding. When the key way is com-
pleted the tractor pans will be used 
to bring in the new dirt and keep 
building it up in lifts until we get to 
the top of the levee.”

Hastings said dirt for the new le-
vee is coming from on site.

“The pans have laid out a road so 
they can run through with the new 

See Levee page 14A

Primary election  
results are online
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The results of Tuesday’s Dem-
ocratic and Republican primary 
elections are posted online at pon-
totoc-progress.com but were not 
available by the Progress’  printing 

deadline yesterday (Tuesday) after-
noon.

Election results will be printed 
in next week’s Progress and a pre-
cinct recapitulation sheet will also 
be printed. 

Any runoff elections will be held 
on Tuesday, August 27. The Gener-
al Election is set for November 5.

County wide pep rally 
set Thursday night
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The 12th edition of Pontotoc’s 
county wide pep rally is scheduled 
for Thursday night (Aug. 8) begin-
ning at 6 p.m. at the new pavilion at 
First Choice Bank Gateway.

The pep rally will kick off the 
2019 football season and feature 
performances by each school’s band 
and cheerleader squad, plus player 
introductions by coaches, band di-
rectors and cheerleader sponsors. 

This year’s rotating order of per-
formances will feature Pontotoc 
High School, followed by South 
Pontotoc High School and North 

Pontotoc High School. 
Each school will be allotted 30 

minutes for a program featuring 
the band, cheerleaders and football 
team. 

Pontotoc County Chamber of 
Commerce/Main Street Director 
Ellen Russell said all residents are 
urged to bring their lawn chairs 
and cheer the Cougars, Vikings and 
Warriors at the new pavilion.

“Our plan is to have the football 
teams up on the stage, the bands 
will play at the sides of the stage 
and the cheerleaders will perform 
out in front of the stage area,” Rus-
sell said. 

See County page 14A

See Pontotoc page 13A

Pontotoc 
County 

Fair opens 
Saturday


