
By BLAKE ALSUP

Daily Journal

TUPELO • Ted and Lynn Moll 
have lived in Tupelo for 30 
years, and during that time 
they’ve worked diligently to 
improve northeast Mississip-
pi.

The Molls received the 2019 
McLean Award for Philanthro-
py from the CREATE Founda-
tion for their work across the 
region at the foundation’s an-
nual meeting on Thursday.

Over the years, the Molls 
have supported a number of 
local charities and programs, 
like Talbot House, a local so-
ber living home for women 
transitioning from substance 
abuse treatment programs 
back into society, the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of North Mississip-
pi and the North Mississippi 

Symphony Orchestra.
Ted Moll said he believes 

it’s important to give others 
opportunities like he’s had 
throughout his life.

“With anything in life, 
you’re not going to stay level 
where you are,” Ted Moll said. 
“You’re either going to go up 
or you’re going to go down. 

And our philosophy is you 
need to continue to contribute 
and try to create opportunities 
where everybody rises togeth-
er.”

Moll’s father, Theo Moll, 
was raised along with five sis-
ters by a widowed mother in 
Germany. He went to school 
through eighth grade and be-
came an apprentice machin-
ist.

Theo Moll moved to the U.S. 
in his 20s and started a tool 
and die shop in the Cleveland, 
Ohio, area with two friends. 
That business is now known 
as MTD Products.

Moll said his father always 
worked to provide for his fam-
ily in the U.S. and to contin-
ue aiding his family that re-
mained in Germany.
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By DANNY MCARTHUR 

Daily Journal

JACKSON •  Exactly three 
months after the largest work-
place raids in a decade at seven 
chicken processing plants in 
central Mississippi that resulted 
in almost 700 arrests, the impact 
is still being identified.

Mississippi Congressman 
Bennie G. Thompson hosted a 
hearing Thursday at Tougaloo 

College that revealed several 
undocumented workers remain 
detained, there are more than 
400 cases of identity theft, and 
no employers have yet been 
charged.

Thompson, a Democrat and 
chairman of the Committee of 
Homeland Security, was joined 
by members Sheila Jackson Lee 
and Al Green, both of Texas, 
and Congressman Steve Cohen, 
Tennessee, chairman of the 

House Judiciary Subcommittee 
on the Constitution, Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties.

In opening statements, 
Thompson shared concerns 
over the care taken for children 
whose parents were arrested, 
stating that communities in-
stead had to “scramble to find 
separated children.”

“Because of the way this op-
eration was carried out, our 
communities are living in fear, 

people are afraid to leave their 
homes, children are terrified 
to go to school because they 
may return home to find their 
remaining parent gone, and lo-
cal businesses are suffering,” 
Thompson said.

Professor Cliff Johnson, di-
rector of the MacArthur Justice 
Center with the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, testi-
fied that charges against undoc-
umented workers demonstrated 

a lack of prosecutorial discre-
tion. He cited former secretary 
of Homeland Security John Kel-
ly, speaking on Trump’s 2017 ex-
ecutive order, who said “being in 
the US is not enough.”

“In Mississippi, in these raids, 
there was nothing else. These 
people are not criminals,” John-
son said. “These prosecutions 
are wrong-headed and they are 

Questions continue about immigration raids 

By CALEB BEDILLION

Daily Journal

TUPELO • Come January, Bil-
ly Joe Holland will be the only 
member of his family to hold 
elected office.

On Tuesday, Holland won 
re-election to a third term rep-
resenting District 5 on the Lee 
County Board of Supervisors.

Running as a Republican, 
Holland defeated Democratic 
challenger Charles Dale Heard. 
Holland received 3,071 votes 
while Heard picked up 1,716 
votes.

This Tuesday victory comes 
after Holland previously won a 
contested Republican primary 
in August.

“I’m tickled,” Holland said. 
“I’m proud that the people had 
enough confidence in me to put 
me in for another term.”

The incumbent credited his 
ballot box victory to “getting 
out amongst the people.”

This was Holland’s first elec-
tion as a Republican. He previ-
ously ran for office as a Demo-
crat. His re-election maintains 
GOP control of the Board of 
Supervisors, with four of five 
seats.

Tuesday’s elections did, how-
ever, usher Billy Joe Holland’s 
brother Steve Holland out of 
legislative post. The mother of 
the pair, Sadie Holland, did not 
run for re-election to her Justice 
Court post and will retire at the 
end of the year.

“The people of Lee County 
have been good to the Hol-
lands,” Billy Joe Holland said.

Looking to the next term, 
Holland believes that the Board 
of Supervisors will face chal-
lenges related to road repair 
and the county jail.

Funding is always a challenge 
as it relates to these big ticket 
items, Holland said.

caleb.bedillion@journalinc.com  

Twitter: @CalebBedillion

Holland  
to keep  
District 5  
position
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Ted and Lynn Moll, make their way to the stage after being announced as this year’s recipients of The McLean Award for Philanthropy.

Sandy Williams, founder and chairman of Corinth Alcorn Reaching for Excellence, 
speaks after having his foundation presented with the James Hugh Ray award.
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Molls receive McLean Award for Philanthropy
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