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INSIDE

BY JOHN H. WARD

Monroe Journal

AMORY – The Amo-
ry School Board acted 
on a couple of calendar 
items Feb. 8, including 
district superintendent 
Ken Byars’ recommen-
dation for the return to a 
five-day week for the last 
nine weeks of the year. 
Wednesdays, however, 
will be 60 percent days 
with early dismissal.

Byars weighed the pros 
and cons of the district’s 
virtual Wednesdays that 
have been incorporated 
into this year’s calendar 
thus far.

“I remain a huge pro-

ponent of virtual Wednes-
days. I think it’s helped 
us keep our [COVID-19] 
numbers low. I think it’s 
helped to get our teachers 
prepared to deliver virtu-
al learning. However, I do 
think missing 20 percent 
of the in-person classes 
has taken its toll as well. I 
think we’ve come out on 
the good end of that by 
seeing several test data 
that say we’re not far off 
the mark,” he said.

Byars said the 60 per-
cent day schedule will 
keep students in class-
rooms more while still 
giving teachers additional 
time for follow-up and tu-
toring.

“They don’t need as 
much time as they did 
in the past,” Byars said. 
“Things are picking up 
and they’re understand-
ing more about how to do 
their lessons.”

The school board also 
voted not to make up the 
snow day when school 
was canceled Jan. 11.

Since restrictions im-
posed by the pandemic 
canceled school tours by 
the board last year, Byars 
urged they resume this 
year.

“I think it’s important 
that you guys get to walk 
inside of our classrooms 
to see with your own eyes 
what’s going on,” he said.

Byars presented op-
tions for scheduling the 
tour but said the board 
could wait until the next 
meeting to decide. School 
board members unan-
imously agreed on the 
value of the tours but de-
ferred deciding on a date 
until the next meeting.

In other business, prin-
cipals gave reports to the 
school board.

Amory Middle School 
Principal Nick Hathcock 
emphasized the continu-
um of teaching and learn-
ing at the school despite 
the challenges brought on 
by the pandemic.

“We still have virtual 
Wednesdays. The time 

that we get (for follow up) 
has been vital to the suc-
cess of the hybrid sched-
ule. We have students 
who are virtual to come 
in and take their assess-
ments during that time. 
Teachers also have time 
to provide extra online 
tutoring to help students 
prepare for big tests,” he 
said.

Hathcock presented 
his theme for education 
initiative – Champions of 
Character.

“School is more than 
just academics now. For 
some kids, we’re their 
parents as well,” he said.

The initiative introduc-
es a new character trait 

every month to teach, 
promote and recognize 
among the students.

“We recognize students 
from every grade who are 
making a positive differ-
ence in our school,” he 
said.

Virtues of character 
recognized to this point 
have included integrity 
and respect. Recogni-
tions include certificates 
of award, a T-shirt and 
congratulatory calls from 
administrators to parents.

“People and teamwork 
are the reason for our suc-
cess,” Hathcock said.

East Amory Elementary 

Amory School District soon ending virtual Wednesdays

BY RAY VAN DUSEN

Monroe Journal

Juniors throughout Mississippi will 
take the ACT test Feb. 23, and schools 
serving Monroe County students are 
helping to get them motivated to per-
form well.

“Your class standing with your GPA 
is important, but the ACT is the one 
our universities and colleges look at for 

some serious scholarship money. One 
of the more important factors of the 
ACT is knowing where kids stand na-
tionally, but it means scholarship mon-
ey and opportunities,” said Monroe 
County Superintendent of Education 
Brian Jernigan.

For the Monroe County School Dis-
trict, ACT prep is embedded at each 
campus for English and Algebra II. With 
that, the structure and sample ques-

tioning of the ACT test is embedded in 
classes. Some district campuses also of-
fer ACT courses.

Additionally, some teachers at the 
Advanced Learning Center offer ACT 
prep. Students have access to free web-
sites for sample tests also.

Jernigan added pacing and test 
endurance are lessons built in to 

TEST TIME 

Students and schools prep for statewide ACT test day 
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Nettleton High School teacher Amanda Cox goes over a Jumpstart Test Prep lesson on sentence structure with students last week. NHS 
is one of 31 high schools in the state chosen for this pilot program. Students throughout Mississippi will participate in a mandatory ACT test 
day next week.

BY RAY VAN DUSEN
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NETTLETON – What, for years, was a 
Pure Oil Station that helped people fuel 
up their cars, trucks, four-wheelers and 
boats is now a coffee shop helping people 
to fuel up for their days. Pure Brew Station 
has been a business years in the making for 
Zach and Jessica Cresap, and the location is 
helping preserve some of Nettleton’s past.

“We want to be a part of watching this 
town come back to life. There’s so much 
old history here, which is the thing that sold 
us on this building,” Jessica said. “It’s nice 
to have a business in a community that 
looks after each other.

“We love coffee and we love to hit up the 
independent coffee shops. We talked about 
it here and there but just wrote it off. This 
place kind of fell into us. We started talking 
to Brandon Presley about it, and he said, ‘I 
have the perfect building for you.’”

Zach said the building was vacant for five 
or six years before the purchase, and Pres-
ley connected them with its former owner. 
Pure Brew is on a piece of prime real estate 
at the intersection of Highway 6 and Union 

Pure Brew fuels 
new life into old 
Nettleton gas station 
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Jessica Cresap, who opened Nettleton’s coffee 
shop with her husband, Zach, last year, organiz-
es sweet treats. The couple converted the former 
Pure Oil Station into Pure Brew.

Amory and Monroe 
County school districts 
honor their teachers 
and parents of the 
year....PAGE 11A

TURN TO TEST, 12A

TURN TO VIRTUAL, 12A

TURN TO PURE, 12A


