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» HEADED TO HOLLYWOOD

Local ‘American Idol’ contestants move on 
in singing competition.  Scene, 7A

By CALEB MCCLUSKEY
Daily Journal

TUPELO • Tupelo city 
officials moved forward 
with the expansion of its 
Class II rubbish site, de-
spite concerns from resi-
dents of the area.

Tupelo City Council 
voted unanimously on 
Tuesday to amend an 
agreement with Three 
Rivers Solid Waste Man-
agement Authority to al-
low the organization to 
expand the city’s Class II 
rubbish site, located at 
the end of South Veterans 
Boulevard near Camco 
Roofing Supplies.

Council members say 
the expansion is needed 

because the site is running 
low on space. According 
to Ward 2 Councilman 

Lynn Bryan, current 

By TAYLOR VANCE
Daily Journal

JACKSON • Lawmakers from 
Benton and Tippah counties 
on Tuesday led the effort in the 
state House to cut off debate on 
proposals to extend postpartum 
Medicaid benefits and give more 
financial assistance to poor fam-
ilies.

Rep. Robert Johnson III, the 
Democratic leader of the House, 
tried to tweak a bill about tax 
credits to require the state to ex-
tend Medicaid benefits for up to 
a year for new mothers and in-
crease the amount of cash assis-
tance poor mothers receive from 
the state.

But Rep. Steve Massengill, 
R-Hickory Flat, twice motioned 
for the amendments to be ta-
bled, meaning debate ends and 
lawmakers must immediately 

vote on whether to reject John-
son’s amendment. The House 
approved of Massengill’s motions 
mostly along party lines.

“When a motion is made to ta-
ble an amendment, that means 
they don’t want to hear what you 
have to say,” Johnson said. “ …
That means that an issue that is as 
important as women and children 
and the birth and the life and the 
ability to survive, nobody wants to 
talk about.”

Mississippi has some of the 
worst maternal health metrics in 
the nation and Mississippi chil-
dren are more likely to die before 
their first birthday than anywhere 
else in the country.

Health leaders around the state 
have repeatedly called on the 
House to extend benefits to new 
mothers for a year to help solve 
t h o s e 
m e t -

By BLAKE ALSUP
Daily Journal

TUPELO • Years before Tillman 
Ewing can legally drive a car, he’s 
winning UTV races across the 
United States.

To date, the 13-year-old sixth 
grader at Tupelo’s Milam Elemen-
tary School has raced utility ter-
rain vehicles through woods, pas-
tures and creeks in competitions 
in six states. He’s won first place 
in three Ultra4 races, including 
the Legends of the Fall race, which 
was the 2022 grand finale for Ul-
tra4 Racing.

Ewing’s intro to racing
Ewing and his father, Jamie 

Ewing, first became interested in 
UTV racing on trips with family 
friend, Phillip Poe, who has been 
racing for about five years. Jamie 
Ewing and Poe’s son, Hunter Poe, 
regularly traveled to assist with ve-
hicle maintenance and repair.

By WILLIAM MOORE
Daily Journal

SALTILLO • The city of Saltillo is looking into pos-
sible sources to finance a $2 million standalone fire 
station.

Mayor Copey Grantham said Lee County offi-
cials donated the land on which the new fire sta-
tion would be build – located on the north end of 
the Turner Industrial Park, adjacent to Krystal – 
to the city. Now, he 
hopes to get state and 
federal money to pay 
for 75% of the cost of 
building the proposed 
10,000-square-foot 
station itself.

Last week, 
Grantham and Fire 
Chief Mark Nowell 
traveled to Jackson to 
meet with their local 
delegation, Sen. Chad 
McMahan and Rep. 
Jerry Turner. The city 
is asking the Missis-
sippi legislature for $1 
million in funding.

“I’m going to (Wash-
ington) D.C. in Octo-
ber to ask Sen. Roger 
Wicker for another $750,000 in federal funding,” 
Grantham said. “That would mean the city’s part 
would be $250,000. And we’ve got to make the com-
mitment to build a new fire station.”

Since the summer of 2001, the Saltillo Fire De-
partment has been housed in a 58,000-square-foot 
space that formerly housed a furniture factory, 
along with city administration and courts, as well 
as the water, police and public works departments. 
That building is 50 years old and no longer suits the 
needs of the fire department.

Saltillo’s rapid expansion in recent years has been 
a boon to the tax base but has left the city with some 
growing pains. Construction of bigger and taller 
buildings has also created a problem for those re-
sponsible for the city’s fire safety.

“The state fire ratings bureau is in town this week, 
and they say we have exceeded our capacity and we 
need a ladder truck,” Grantham said. “And a ladder 
truck will not fit in the current bays that only have 
12-foot tall doors.”

Three large double-bays will occupy roughly half 
of the proposed 10,000-square-foot fire station. 
Each bay will be able to accommodate two engines 
parked nose to tail. The design has doors on both 
ends of the bay to allow the fire engines to be driven 
into the bay, without having to back up.

The administrative area will include offices for 

Tupelo teen excels in competitive UTV racing

ADAM ROBISON | DAILY JOURNAL

At age 13, Tillman Ewing of Tupelo is already a champion UTV racer. The Milam Elementary School sixth grader has raced utility terrain vehi-
cles through woods, pastures and creeks in competitions in six states ... all accomplished years before he can legally drive a car.

ADAM ROBISON | DAILY JOURNAL

Tillman Ewing shows off one of his UTVs.

ON TRACK

The 13-year-old has won first place prizes 
 in three Ultra4 races, including the  

Legends of the Fall race, which was the  
2022 grand finale for Ultra4 Racing.

Saltillo seeks 
funding for new 
$2M fire station

Rubbish site expansion 
concerns some residents

THOMAS WELLS | DAILY JOURNAL

In this file photo from April 21, 2022, a Tupelo Public Works truck 
drives into the rubbish dump ground. The city plans to expand the 
site in an effort to increase its longevity.

We need a 
station that 

not only 
represents our 
great city but 

accommodates 
all the needs of 

our firemen. 
Copey Grantham

Mayor, Saltillo

Area lawmakers lead effort to silence 
debate over women’s health care

TURN TO UTV, 2A TURN TO FIRE, 2A

TURN TO RUBBISH, 2A TURN TO DEBATE, 2A
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