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Pontotoc City School distributing  
free breakfast/lunch sacks to children

Photo by David Helms
With school closed another four weeks due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Pontotoc City School District (PCSD) last 
Thursday (March 19) began offering free meals to any child age 18 and younger with their “Grab and Go” meals program. 
Continuing through at least April 17, breakfast and lunch sacks will be distributed at the high school building each morn-
ing between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. On Thursday morning 124 lunches were passed out to children. Volunteers helping with 
the meals Thursday morning included (pictured above, l-r) School Resource Officer Kevin Rodgers, PCSD Food Services 
Director Diane Newsum, First Baptist Church Children’s Minister Danielle Hathcock and pastor Dr. Ken Hester. Newsum 
said the free breakfast and lunch sacks are not limited to city school students. “Any youngster 18 and younger is welcome 
to come by,” Newsum said. “Since this sickness started I’ve been worried about the children, they are my heart and soul. 
We appreciate (PCSD Supt.) Dr. (Michelle) Bivens getting this approved and as long as God will let me we’re going to feed 
hungry children.” The meals are passed out in a drive through set up at the front door of the high school commons. Meals 
are free to the number of children physically present in the vehicle. Each sack contains a sandwich, Pop Tarts, chips, fruit 
and juice. The meal sacks are available for $3.00 to adults accompanying the children.

City of Pontotoc  
passes executive order 
in wake of coronavirus 

addressing business 
operations

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

In a special called meeting 
Sunday (March 22) afternoon, 
Pontotoc Aldermen unanimous-
ly approved an executive order 
addressing new guidelines for 
business operations within the 
city limits of Pontotoc during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

The executive order included 
mandates regarding operation of 
non-essential and essential busi-
nesses in Pontotoc.

The executive order, effective 
midnight tonight (March 22) un-

til next Sunday, March 29, reads:
“Whereas on March 13, Gov-

ernor Tate Reeves issued a proc-
lamation declaring a state of 
emergency exists in the state of 
Mississippi as a result of the out-
break of COVID-19;

Whereas on January 31, 2020, 
the United States Department 
of Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar declared 
a public health emergency for 
COVID-19 as a pandemic. And 
on March 13, 2020, the President 
of the United States declared a 
National State of Emergency due 

See City page 12A

Governor Reeves orders schools 
closed until April 17

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Last Wednesday (March 18) 
morning Mississippi Governor 
Tate Reeves signed an executive 
order keeping all schools closed 
until at least April 17, 2020, due to 
the continuing spread of the coro-
navirus.

By April 17, public schools in 
Mississippi will have been closed 
for four weeks, at which point 
Reeves said he and education offi-
cials will determine whether to fur-
ther extend school closures.

“This is not a decision I take 
lightly,” Reeves said. “It is the the 
hardest decision I’ve made since 
becoming governor. I know it is 
difficult for Mississippi families 
when schools are shut down.”

“But this decision is in the best 
interest of all Mississippians,” he 
said. “But this is not a vacation 
time. It’s a time to continue learn-

ing. And our teachers and parents 
are looking for innovative ways to 
continue learning.”

Reeves also said the end of the 
year testing requirements will be 
relaxed. He added he is giving the 
State Department of Education 
maximum flexibility to waive or 
change its rules and regulations 
over the coming months.”

Reeves also emphasized that 
teachers and school staff will be 
paid even though school is closed.

Mississippi Department of Edu-
cation (MDE) officials on Wednes-
day (March 18) said that both the 
House and Senate passed legisla-
tion to authorize districts to pay 
all certified and non-certified staff 
during school closures due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Districts will 
continue to receive their monthly 
MAEP allocations.

Gov. Reeves said the onslaught 
of the coronavirus has put every-
one in “unprecedented, uncertain 
and unchartered waters.”

MDE officials announced last 
week that effective with licensure 
renewal applications received 
Monday, March 23, 2020 and 
thereafter, a one-year extension 
will be granted to those educators 
holding a standard Mississippi ed-
ucator license that is scheduled to 
expire on June 30, 2020 only.

Educators can begin submitting 
the licensure renewal application 
request via their respective Educa-
tor Licensure Management System 
(ELMS) account Monday, March 
23, 2020. Again, this only applies 
to standard Mississippi educator 
licenses that are scheduled to ex-
pire June 30, 2020. This includes 
standard Mississippi licenses held 
by teachers, administrators, and 
instructional support personnel. 
Those educators who have already 
completed all requirements for li-
censure renewal are encouraged 
to complete the application pro-
cess for obtaining their five-year 
license.

Ecru Aldermen approve executive 
order detailing business mandates

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

At a special called meeting on 
Sunday (March 22) afternoon the 
Ecru Board of Aldermen approved 
an executive order from Mayor Jeff 
Smith detailing business operation 
mandates in connection with the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandem-
ic.

The executive order read:
“Whereas on January 31, 2020, 

the United States Department of 

Health and Human Service Secre-
tary, Alex Azar, declared a public 
health emergency for COVID-19 as 
a Pandemic.

Whereas on March 13, 2020, 
Governor Tate Reeves issued a 
proclamation declaring a state of 
emergency exists in the state of 
Mississippi as a result of the out-
break of COVID-19.

Whereas on March 13, 2020, 
the President of the United states 
declared a National State of Emer-
gency due to theCOVID-19 virus 
Pandemic.

Whereas the Town of Ecru de-
clared a State of Local Emergen-
cy on March 17, 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.

Whereas there are confirmed cas-
es of COVID-19 in Pontotoc Coun-
ty.

Now, therefore, I, Jeff Smith, 
Mayor of the Town of Ecru, by the 
authority vested in me by the con-
stitution and laws of the State of 
Mississippi, do hereby order and 
direct as follows:

See Ecru page 12A

Jaggers reports  
Pontotoc’s first case of 

COVID-19 to supervisors
Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc County Emergen-
cy Management Director Ricky 
Jaggers told the Pontotoc county 
Board of supervisors in an emer-
gency meeting Monday morning 
March 23 that the county re-
sponse just changed with the first 
reported case of COVID-19 in 
Pontotoc on Sunday.

“We have to figure out exact-
ly what we need to do,” Jaggers 
said. “People can’t go on with life 
as normal. The only way we are 
going to break this is isolation. I 
looked at Huddle House the other 
day and it was business as usual.

“We have to keep asking peo-
ple to stay home for the 15 day 
period. These numbers will go 
up. People will die. People we 
know will die,” he said emphat-

ically. “The more lax you are the 
longer we will fight it. There is 
not an easy way to deal with it. It 
would be good if all the counties 
and cities and towns adopt similar 
guidelines so ti will be easier on 
the law enforcement.”

Board President Wayne Stokes 
said the board needs “to do some-
thing.”

Supervisor Ernie Wright 
said he’d rather “be criticized 
for being too stiff than not stiff 
enough.”

Wright also said he would like 
to see a place where the health 
department is testing people in 
our county.

“Here again, not everyone 
needs a test,” Jaggers said. “Only 
if you are showing symptoms do 
you need a test. Isolation is the 
key.”

See Jaggers page 12A

Supervisors release 
new guidelines

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

In the wake of the first COVID-19 
case in Pontotoc County, the Board 
of Supervisors held an emergency 
meeting Monday, March 23 and 
released new guidelines which are 
immediately in effect and will con-
tinue through March 31, which is 
when the board will meet for their 
end of the month meeting.

“However, things are rapidly 
changing and you may need to meet 
even before that to release or change 
the information,” said board attor-
ney Phil Tutor.

These were put out because folks 
are not adhering to the stay at home 
guidelines that was asked for by 
President Trump and his team on 
Monday, March 16.

The following mandates are tak-
ing effect: Non-essential businesses 
shall limit persons inside their es-
tablishments to less than 10 persons 

at one time. 
The board said they appreciate 

the cooperation of retailers, and 
trust that they understand the spirit 
of this order. The main concern is to 
reduce human to-human contact. 

Restaurants shall close their din-
ing rooms and seating areas. They 
may continue to operate drive 
through, curbside delivery, or oth-
er delivery services. We encourage 
them to continue to provide these 
services for those who may not be 
able to prepare meals. 

Essential businesses are defined 
as whether they provide essential 
workers or products to maintain 
the services and functions depend-
ed upon daily, and that need to be 
able to operate resiliently during 
the COVID-19 viral pandemic re-
sponse. 

Examples of essential businesses 
are: 

1) Medical and healthcare clinics;

See Supervisors page 11A


