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With two weeks left in 
which to qualify, all coun-
ty offices now have can-
didates for the upcoming 
November election.

So far, most offices have 
only single candidates, 
usually incumbents.

Sheriff Jimmy Edwards 
has the most challengers 
with three, which may 
not be surprising in that 
a sheriff’s race usually 
draws multiple candi-
dates.

Third District Super-
visor C. J. Bright has two 
challengers and Fifth 
District Supervisor Steve 
Watson has one. Both in-

cumbent constables, P. J. 
Doyle and Ronnie Goun-
dy, have one each.

A surprise was the an-
nouncement by Union 
County Circuit Clerk 
Phyllis Stanford that she 
would not seek re-elec-
tion after several terms. 
She was appointed, then 
elected, to the office after 
her husband Billy Stan-
ford, who had held the 
office, died.

So far, only one candi-
date, Christy Adair, has 
qualified to seek to fill that 
upcoming vacancy.

Thirty-three offices will 
be on the November bal-
lot, ranging from consta-
ble to governor with near-
ly 20 of them at the local 

county level.
Potential candidates 

only have until Wednes-
day, Feb. 1, to qualify. 
This is a change from past 
statewide elections when 
candidates had about two 
months in which to qual-
ify.

Candidates have to de-
clare a political party affil-
iation or run as indepen-
dents. Party candidates 
must first get through the 
primary election Aug. 8 to 
determine who the par-
ty nominees will be to go 
on to the general election 
Nov. 7. Independents will 
not be voted on until No-
vember.

As of this past weekend, 
all the candidates were 

running as Republicans 
except for one Indepen-
dent, incumbent election 
commissioner T. Michael 
Beam.

Below are those who 
qualified this past week. 
(i) means the candidate 
is an incumbent and (R) 
means Republican. A (D) 
would mean Democrat 
and (I) means indepen-
dent.

County Offices:
Sheriff – Avery Adair 

(R), Anthony Bullard (R), 
Danny Dillard (R), Jimmy 
Edwards (i), (R)

Chancery Clerk – An-
nette Hickey (i) (R)

Circuit Clerk – Christy 
Adair (R)

Tax Assessor-Collector 

– Tameri Dunnam (i) (R)
Coroner – Pam Boman 

(i) (R)
County Prosecuting At-

torney – Joe Marshall Da-
vis (i) (R)

County District Offices:
District 1 Supervisor – 

Sam Taylor (i) (R)
District 2 Supervisor – 

Chad Coffey (i) (R)
District 3 Supervisor – 

C. J. Bright (i) (R), Michael 
Moody (R), Justin Rowell 
(R)

District 4 Supervisor – 
Randy Owen (i) (R)

District 5 Supervisor – 
Charlie Tohill (R), Steve 
Watson (i) (R)

East Post Justice Court 

All county races now have candidates, 
most incumbents, with two weeks left

By J. LYNN WEST
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The year 2022 was one 
of accomplishment for 
New Albany schools, Su-
perintendent Dr. Lance 
Evans said in his annual 
“state of the schools” re-
port to trustees this past 
week.

“This is absolutely 
not everything that hap-
pened,” he said. “It’s just 
a quick and easy format.”

He began by noting 
that the graduation rate 
has increased nearly 10 
percent over the past four 
years, college prep scores 
are up, dual credit and na-
tional certifications are up 
dramatically, the district 
rating score is up substan-

tially, and the special edu-
cation graduation rate has 
more than doubled.

At the middle school, 
80 percent of the students 
have improved at least 
one grade level though a 
fast-track program.

There has been an in-
crease in career and tech-
nical education students’ 
gaining national certifica-
tion and New Albany has 
six programs rated in the 
top 20 in the state. Busi-
ness Marketing, Drafting 
and Health Science are 
number one, Early Child-
hood is number three, 
Engineering is number 
four and construction is 
number 12.

Evans talked about the 
recent city-county work-

force consortium and that 
the IMPACTO workforce 
development program 
giving students on-the-
job experience is in both 

city and county schools. 
The program now has 199 
business partners.

New Albany now has a 
workforce development 

coordinator – the only 
one in Mississippi – and 
there are now eight career 

State of the city schools is excellent, superintendent says

BY J. LYNN WEST/NEW ALBANY GAZETTE

Superintendent Dr. Lance Evans recounts some of the district’s achievements over 
the past year.
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Attorney Matt Har-
ris was sworn in as new 
municipal judge at the 
January meeting of the 
New Albany Board of Al-
dermen. Board attorney 
Regan Russell had been 
serving on an interim 
basis after the death 
of former judge Steve 
Livingston. Russell will 
continue to serve as a 
backup.

Most city departments 
had little or nothing to 

report in the 20-minute 
meeting, and items that 
did come up were rela-
tively routine.

New Albany Light, Gas 
and Water Department 
Manager Bill Mattox 
got approval for sever-
al payments that reflect 
various stages of prog-
ress concerning the new 
municipal building, the 
new wastewater treat-
ment plant, the upcom-
ing plan to offer custom-
ers high-speed internet 
and the plan to replace 
manually-read electric 

meters with automated 
remote-reading models. 
Work is wrapping up on 
the municipal building 
and wastewater plant 
but just in the engineer-
ing stage of the internet 
project. The department 
has received the first 
shipment of the auto-
mated electric meters 
and Mattox said instal-
lation could start in the 
next couple of weeks.

Mattox also received 
permission to hire Eli 
Pannell as an employee 

Aldermen appoint Matt Harris as municipal judge

BY J. LYNN WEST/NEW ALBANY GAZETTE

Ward Two Alderman Drew Horn congratulates Matt 
Harris following the ceremony in which he took the 
oath of office.

By HANK WIESNER

Special to the Gazette

New Albany Police Chief 

Chris Robertson this week 

urged motorists pulling into 

a gas station for a fill-up to 

make sure their credit cards 

don’t get drained instead.

Tuesday Dec. 6, 2022, New 

Albany police were advised 

that a customer found a 

scanning device on a diesel 

pump at a city gas station.

Scanning devices illegally 

installed on ATMs, point-of-

sale (POS) terminals, or fuel 

pumps skim captured data or 

record cardholders’ PINs.

External skimmers are 

devices that thieves attach 

over a real credit card slot at 

a gas station pump.

Criminals use the data to 

create fake debit or credit 

cards and then steal from 

victims’ accounts.

At gas pumps, look for 

possible skimming by check-

ing the security seal near the 

reader. If there’s a broken 

seal, that’s a sign that there 

might be a skimmer installed.

And it’s a good idea to 

move to another gas pump 

or pay inside and tell an 

associate, the chief said.

Said Chief Robertson: 

“This is the first confirmation 

in more than a year that this 

is going on again. Please 

check your card readers at 

the gas or diesel pump you 

choose.

“If anyone has any infor-

mation or finds anything 

out of the ordinary, please 

contact the New Albany 

Police Department at (662)-

534-2222.”

Beware of scanning 
devices on gas pumps


