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AMORY – Amory Police 
Chief Ronnie Bowen passed 
along citizen complaints to 
the board of aldermen April 
7 regarding dogs running 
free throughout town.

“One child has been bit-
ten so far. There’s no reason 
to leave dogs running loose 
in the city,” he said.

The city has a contract 
with the Amory Humane 
Society to apprehend stray 
animals when they are no-
tified by the police depart-
ment.

“Citations come with 
fines of $280, $380 and 
$480. That’s a lot of money 
to me,” Bowen said.

Both Mayor Brad Blalock 
and Bowen said efforts to 
contact the humane society 
have been problematic.

“If they fail to apprehend 
a stray animal, they are in 
breach of contract. They are 
not in breach of contract 
if we can’t notify them,” 
Blalock said.

He instructed city attor-
ney Sam Griffie to prepare 
a letter addressed to the 
Amory Humane Society’s 
board of directors pursuant 
to a previous meeting with 
them about the problem. 
Griffie said he has been 
in contact with municipal 
judge Michael Malski re-
garding enforcement of Or-
dinance 1708, which deals 
with animal control.

Griffie said after the 

BY RAY VAN DUSEN
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ABERDEEN – Rounding out 
April 7’s board of aldermen meet-
ing, Aberdeen Police Chief Henry 
Randle transitioned discussion 
from his department’s success 
with the town’s curfew to its grow-
ing challenge of curbing illegal 
street racing.

“We wrote several tickets for the 
gatherings at the houses, so we 
should have quite a few $500 fines. 
We gave them warnings first,” 
Randle said of the city and state’s 
executive orders regarding gather-
ings to not exceed 10 people.

In this past week’s Aberdeen 
Police Report, which lists 49 calls 
from April 3-9, there were 11 re-
ports, or 22 percent of calls, in-
volving racing throughout the 
city.

Randle noted an accident from 
the night before with no injuries 
but rather a totaled Chevy Cama-
ro.

“One of the officers got behind 
the car, and he took off at a high 
rate of speed, lost control of the 
car and wound up hitting a tree. 
They want the chase, but I feel like 
they’re going to run over some-
body. The phone line was flood-
ed on Meadowlane, and it seems 

like when we get there, they know 
we’re there so we don’t see any-
body back and forth. We’re just 
going to have to tighten down 
on the weekend. The weekend is 
when it’s occurring. We’re going 
to do anything we can to curb that 
appetite for racing in the city,” 
Randle said.

In addition to Meadowlane 
Drive, he said complaint calls for 
racing have come in from resi-
dents alongside Thayer Avenue, 
Vine Street and Oakland Drive.

After the meeting, he said those 
racing are both locals and out-of-
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Aberdeen police chief addresses illegal street racing

COURTESY

A Chevy Camaro that tried to outrun an Aberdeen police car 
is pictured totaled. Aberdeen Police Chief Henry Randle shared 
his concerns with illegal street racing to the board of aldermen 
last week.
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W
hile COVID-19 has disrupted 
normal classroom time for stu-
dents, three Monroe County stu-
dents at prestigious institutions 

of higher learning were far from home when 
the crisis hit, sending them abruptly home 
from their first year living out long-awaited ed-
ucational experiences.

DEALING WITH THE PANDEMIC ABROAD

Mitch Carroll, a 2014 Smithville High School 
graduate who is finishing his master’s degree 
at the University of Cambridge in England, had 

his COVID-19 experiences move quickly, espe-
cially following travel restrictions to and from 
Europe.

Through his industrial systems, manufac-
ture and management master’s courses, Car-
roll and his fellow students work with indus-
tries in the surrounding areas of Cambridge, 
learning onsite, and he was on one of those 
projects the week before being sent home.

“While I was away for the project, I started 
getting emails from the college saying that this 
is ticking up and encouraging people if they 
felt like they should go home to start contact-
ing people. It was nothing definite, just some 
plans,” Carroll said. “Our academic year is split 
into three terms, and we knew the third term 

would probably be canceled. I came back on 
a Friday and by that Sunday, we received an 
email basically saying that we should leave 
campus by the following Wednesday unless 
you had special requirements.”

Carroll quickly booked a flight back home, 
knowing the travel bans were coming and that 
airlines were beginning to reduce the number 
of flights.

“They were only allowing people with very 
extreme circumstances to stay, and I didn’t 
know because I had this project going on,” he 
said. “It definitely caught me off guard when 
we were sent home.”

Matriculating back in Monroe 

Pandemic grounds three local students enrolled at prestigious colleges

COURTESY 

Mitch Carroll of Smithville stands in front of a 
fireplace at Cambridge University. Carroll has been 
completing his master’s degree in industrial systems, 
manufacture and management.
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Flannery Plum of Amory stands in front of a 
bridge on the campus of Mount Holyoke College, 
where she is a freshman.
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Luke Flippo, a 2019 Amory graduate, finds his 
freshman year at Yale busy as he is the photographer 
for the athletic department and a writer for the Yale 
Daily News.
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