
Public schools in Mississippi 
will be closed until April 17 as a 
result of the coronavirus, Gov. 
Tate Reeves announced last 
week.

Schools in New Albany and 
Union County were already 
closed until March 27.

Reeves said closing the 
schools until April 17 was pos-
sibly the hardest decision he’s 
had to make in his 17 years of 
public service.

He noted that Mississippi has 
made tremendous strides in 
public education and he does 
not want anything to slow that 
momentum.

Furthermore, Reeves said he 

knows shutting down schools 
can make life difficult for Mis-
sissippi families.

But he said his decision to 
close the public schools until 
April 17 was in the best interest 
of the state’s residents.

Even though the schools are 
shut down, this is a time for 
children to continue learning, 
Reeves said.

Education officials around 
the state are being innovative 
in terms of finding ways for stu-
dents to keep learning, Reeves 
said.

 “I know our teachers and ad-
ministrators will step up during 
these challenging times,” the 
governor said.

Moreover, Reeves said he will 
relax end-of-year testing re-
quirements and accountability 

measures. School districts will 
still be funded in a timely man-
ner, and teachers will be paid 
their annual salaries on time, he 
added.

The governor said this is not 
a time to panic but a time to 
realize the state is in uncharted 
waters.

The Mississippi State Board 
of Education voted Thursday 
to suspend all federal and state 
testing for the 2019-20 school 
year.

Districts will retain the ac-
countability grade for the 2020-
21 school year that they received 
in the 2019-20 school year.

The Mississippi Department 
of Education has issued guid-
ance to school districts that 
want to implement distance 
learning. MDE has partnered 

with Mississippi Public Broad-
casting to provide online learn-
ing opportunities for students.

However, not all districts have 
the technology to fully and eq-
uitably conduct online learning, 
so the MDE will be releasing 
additional guidance for school 
districts.

Some school districts have 
offered take-home packets of 
work for students and parents.

Lawmakers passed legislation 
to authorize districts to pay all 
certified and non-certified staff 
during school closures due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Dis-
tricts will continue to receive 
their monthly Mississippi Ade-
quate Education Program allo-
cations.
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New Albany businesses impacted by coronavirus

Some New Albany business 
owners say they are concerned 
that the coronavirus pandemic 
could have an impact on their 
sales.

“I feel like my business is very 
much impacted by the corona-
virus,” said Beverly Hall, owner 
of Main Street Linen company 
in downtown New Albany.

Hall said there have been few-
er people coming in her store 
and that people are probably a 
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John Childers, owner of 
Stokes Supermarket in New Al-
bany, urged people to stay calm 
as the country’s fight with the 
coronavirus continues.

Childers said he is having 
trouble keeping some items, 
such as toilet paper, stocked. 
Rubbing alcohol and “anything 
that sanitizes” are also popu-
lar items. Canned meats, fresh 
meats, water and canned veg-
etables are also flying off the 
shelves, he said.

He said the rush starting hit-
ting the grocery store almost 
two weeks ago.

“You could tell people were 
kind of panicking a little bit,” 
Childers said. “The way they 
were buying you could tell they 
were very concerned because 
they were buying unusually 
large amounts of stuff.”

Greg Cooper, store manager 
at Reed’s Market in New Albany, 
said “it’s been kind of hectic” at 
his grocery store.

“I think there’s too much of a 
scare going on out there,” Coo-
per said. “People think we’re go-
ing to run out of food. The only 
problem is that we can’t keep 
the shelves full.”

The customers are just “kind 
of in a panic right now” and 
there’s no need to be, Cooper 
added.

He is having trouble keeping 

some items stocked at Reed’s, 
such as bread, eggs and toilet 
paper.

Reed’s is imposing limits on 
how much toilet paper custom-
ers can purchase so everyone 
can buy some.

“There’s no need to hoard,” 
Cooper said. “If people would 
just kind of calm down and slow 
down, they’ll see things are just 
normal. We’ll see where it goes.”

Wholesalers are under pres-

sure to fill large orders for gro-
cery stores that have seen their 
shelves cleared of toilet paper 
and other items, said Childers.

“They’re just doing the best 
they can, and that’s all any of 
us can do,” Childers said. “We’ll 
get through it. The food indus-
try is a huge, huge organism and 
once you deplete that it takes a 
while to build it back up.”

Everyone is just going to have 
to be patient and do the best 

they can with what they’ve got, 
Childers said.

“We’re still getting three 
trucks a week,” said Childers. 
“But we can’t get everything 
that we want because of the 
high volume at the warehouse.”

Some people are hoarding 
large quantities of items, and 
that has hurt supplies in grocery 
stores, said Childers.
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Some local businesses are feeling the impact of the coronavirus.
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Stokes Supermarket owner John Childers stands by shelves that have been cleared of toilet paper and paper towels.
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MHSAA extends 
suspension of 

competition
All athletic events and prac-
tices, as well as band compe-
titions are cancelled through 
April 17
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McKenzie 

Outdoor
New business sells and ser-
vices lawn equipment.
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Baptist Hospital 
visitation 

guidelines
The hospital set new restric-
tions on hospital visitors 
during COVID-19 pandemic.
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NA schools 
offer grab and 

go meals
The New Albany School District 
is offering breakfast and lunch 
to its students, even if the 
facilities are closed.
The district began offering grab 
and go breakfast and lunch 
Monday at the New Albany 
Middle School.
Dr. Lance Evans, Superinten-
dent of New Albany School 
District, said that about 20 
area churches are assisting the 
school district to serve these 
meals to the children. He also 
said the district may consider 
some other distribution points 
besides the middle school 
in the near future, including 
possible delivery.
Patrons can pick up these 
meals between 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m.


