
The New Albany School 
District had a higher graduation 
rate than the state average for 
2019-2020.

New Albany’s four-year 
graduation rate was 88.2 percent 
compared to the statewide rate 
of 87.7 percent. The most recent 
national graduation rate was 85 
percent.

The Union County School 
District’s four-year graduation 
rate was 84.3 percent.

The statewide drop-out rate fell 
to an historic low of 8.8 percent, 

a decrease from 13.9 percent in 
2014.

The dropout rate in the New 
Albany School District was 7.4 
percent and 11.4 percent in the 
Union County School District.

The statewide graduation rate 
for students with disabilities 
reached an all-time high of 55.4 
percent, more than double the 
rate of 23.2 percent in 2014.

In the New Albany School 
District, the graduation rate for 
students with disabilities was 
almost 53 percent, and it was 46.2 
percent for the Union County 
School District.

The graduation rate for Black 

or African American students in 
the New Albany School District 
was 71.9 percent compared to 
93.9 percent for white students 
and 90 percent for Hispanic or 
Latino.

Likewise, the graduation rate 
for Black or African American 
students in the Union County 
School District was 72.2 percent 
compared to 86.3 percent for 
white students.

Within the Union County 
School District, Ingomar 
Attendance Center had the 
highest graduation rate of 92.7 
percent. The other schools’ 
graduation rates were: East 

Union Attendance Center 86.4 
percent; Myrtle Attendance 
Center 84.2 percent; and West 
Union Attendance Center 72.5 
percent.

West Union Attendance 
Center had the highest dropout 
rate in the Union County School 
District at 20 percent. The other 
schools’ dropout rates were: 
Ingomar Attendance Center 2.4 
percent; East Union Attendance 
Center 10.6 percent; and Myrtle 
Attendance Center 13.2 percent.

The 2019-20 graduation report 
supports the significant academic 
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A local man has been arrested 
and charged with attempted ag-
gravated assault after shots were 
fired March 30 at Shady Dell Park 
on Standish Street in New Alba-
ny, according to police.

Demarcus Jones, 23, turned 
himself over to police last week, 
and the second suspect, Charles 
Brown, 30, of Saltillo, remains at 
large.

The incident began the after-
noon of March 30 at the Reed 
Street apartments when Brown 
allegedly pulled out a firearm in 
the presence of Jones and others, 
police said. No shots were fired at 
that time.

Later that afternoon Brown 
and Jones met at Shady Dell Park. 
Brown allegedly got out of a vehi-
cle and started shooting multiple 
times, police said. Jones allegedly 
returned fire.

No one was hit by gunfire, but 
two vehicles were struck.

Police received the report of 
the shooting around 5:38 p.m.

Brown is also wanted on 
charges of aggravated assault and 
felon in possession of a firearm.

The New Albany Police Depart-
ment is seeking help in locating 
Brown. He is considered to be 
armed and dangerous.

Anyone with information 
on his whereabouts is asked to 
please contact the New Albany 
Police Department at 662-534-

2222 or Crime Stoppers of North-
east Mississippi at 1-800-773-
8477. All information reported to 
Crime Stoppers remains anony-
mous. Information that results in 
an arrest can be rewarded.

In a separate incident last week, 
the Union County Sheriff’s Office 
was involved in a lengthy standoff 
with a suspect who brandished a 
handgun, said Sheriff Jimmy Ed-
wards.

Randolph Parker, 41, of Blue 
Springs, was arrested and charged 
with possession of firearm by fel-
on and some misdemeanors.

Deputies received a call of a 
domestic violence situation that 
occurred in Pontotoc County and 
came over into Union County.

The incident occurred on 

County Road 205 in the New Har-
mony community.

The female involved in the situ-
ation was picked up by an ambu-
lance and treated.

Deputies spotted Randolph 
and attempted to stop him, but 
he did not stop, and there was a 
brief chase.

Randolph pulled into a drive-
way and got stuck. Deputies 
approached the vehicle, and 
Randolph brandished a weap-
on, the sheriff said. That is when 
the standoff started, which was 
around 11 p.m.

Over 10 hours later the stand-
off ended after negotiations with 
the sheriff’s office and members 
of the Tupelo Police Department. 
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Authorities respond to incidents involving firearms
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Community theatre 

group seeks improvisers

Adopt-a-Street
program begins

New Albany Community Theater is 

calling all improvisers.

This event is free and open to the 

public. An initial meeting will be held 

Thursday, April 15 at 6 p.m. at 725 

Coulter Drive to gather participants 

ready to jump in and try improv. No 

experience necessary.

Participants will be playing classic 

improv games and thinking on their 

feet, jumping into scenes with each 

other in a fast and fun format. If 

you’ve ever thought about giving 

improv a try, now’s the time.

For more information, please call 

(662) 266-0796.

New Albany Main Street has 

launched a new Adopt-a-Street 

program.

This program allows individuals, 

businesses, or community organiza-

tions to maintain and beautify streets 

by removing litter.

By participating, volunteers agree 

to adopt a one-mile segment of street 

in the city limits and remove trash/

debris a minimum of four times per 

year for at least a two-year period.

New Albany Main Street will 

publicly recognize each group or 

individual’s cleanup efforts via digital 

billboard, periodic print media, and 

boosted social media posts, crediting 

volunteers for their commitment to 

removing litter and beautifying the 

city.

“We’ll continue to coordinate big 

community cleanup events through-

out the year, but the Adopt-a-Street 

program will help support people 

who want to keep their commu-

nity clean all year round,” says 

Emily Draffen, Assistant Director of 

Community Development and the 

Coordinator of the Adopt-a-Street 

Program.

Participants will be able to check 

out trash grabbers and safety vests 

at the Main Street office for their 

self-directed clean-ups.

For more information on New 

Albany’s Adopt-a-Street program, or 

to discuss which streets are available 

for adoption, please call Emily 

Draffen at the Main Street office at 

(662) 266-0796 or visit http://visit-

newalbany.com/government/adopt-

a-street.php

A Union County woman has 
written a children’s book about 
the importance of following one’s 
dreams.

Paula McClellan Gregory, of 
Ellistown, wrote the book, which 
is called “Dream High as the Sky.”

Gregory is a retired teacher 
who taught academically gifted 
children in math and language 
arts. She grew up in Mattoon, Ill. 
and has lived in Union County for 
six years.

Gregory moved to Union 
County after she retired from 
teaching in North Carolina. She 
and her husband, Wayne, moved 
here to be closer to their children. 
She was a teacher for 21 years and 
now serves as a substitute for East 
Union Attendance Center.

She is a graduate of the 
Mississippi University for 
Women where she earned her 
master’s degree in education. She 
also taught in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
and Champaign, Ill.

“Dream High as the Sky” is the 
first book Gregory has written, 
and she has already started on 
her second children’s book.

She said “Dream High as the 
Sky” has received “really good” 
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Paula McClellan Gregory holds a copy of her children’s book “Dream High as the Sky.”


