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» LAW ENFORCEMENT » DANDY DOZEN
$350K bond for pastor charged with 
having sex with minor.  Page 3A

Ingomar Lady Falcons win 12th 
state title.  Sports, 3B

By MICHAEL GOLDBERG 
Associated Press/Report  
for America

JACKSON • The Missis-
sippi Senate gave final 
approval Thursday to a 
bill to restrict electric 
car manufacturers from 
opening new brick-and-
mortar dealerships in 
the state unless they 
comply with the same 
laws traditional carmak-
ers follow.

The legislation, intro-
duced in the House by 
Republican Rep. Trey 
Lamar of Senatobia, now 
heads to Republican 
Gov. Tate Reeves for his 
signature. On the Senate 
floor Thursday, the bill 
sparked an intraparty 
debate among GOP law-
makers.

Opponents said it 
betrayed conservative 
principles by enacting a 
government policy that 
interferes with the au-
tomobile market and 
would stop electric car-
makers from bringing 
new technology and jobs 
to the state. Proponents 
said the law would en-
sure that all car manu-
facturers, regardless of 
their business model, 
play by the same rules.

Tesla sells vehicles in 
person at one facility in 
Mississippi that is clas-
sified as a store, not a 
dealership. The distinc-
tion allows the company 
to operate outside state 
laws governing franchise 
businesses. This excep-
tion, and the prospect of 
other electric companies 

taking advantage of it, 
gives these manufactur-

ers special privileges that 
traditional automakers 

don’t enjoy, according to 
Republican Sen. Daniel 
Sparks of Belmont.

“We’re saying if you 
choose to have a brick-
and-mortar dealership, 
you have to follow the 
same laws that every-
one else has to follow,” 
Sparks said. “Please 
don’t tell me Tesla’s car 
doesn’t identify as a car.”

Sen. Brice Wiggins, a 
Republican from Pasca-
goula, said the “protec-
tionist” bill came from 
traditional car dealers 
threatened by compe-
tition from electric car-
makers.

Republican Sen. Joey 
Fillingane, of Sumrall, 
said the bill could cause 
Mississippi to fall behind 
other states in the race to 
attract investment from 

electric car companies.
“Maybe we just like be-

ing last all the time. May-
be it’s a badge of honor 
– we’re the last ones to 
change,” Fillingane said. 
“If we’re not careful ... 
we could deprive our 
citizens of opportunities 
they really ought not to 
be deprived of.”

The Biden administra-
tion has incentivized the 
purchase of electric ve-
hicles. That, on top of an 
exception to regulations 
under state franchise 
laws, allows electric car-
makers to operate by 
a different set of rules, 
Sparks said.

The bill does not re-
strict the direct sale of 
electric cars, as people 

By WILLIAM MOORE
Daily Journal

BALDWYN • By summer, a mar-
ble monument will be installed on 
Holland Ridge to honor the Black 
soldiers whose courage prevented 
the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads 
from being a complete Confeder-
ate rout.

Officials plan to unveil the Hol-
land Ridge interpretive site on 
Saturday, June 10 in honor of the 
159th anniversary of the battle. 
The site is located on Union Coun-
ty Road 166, about 1.5 miles away 
from the main battlefield location.

“We’ve already acquired the 
marble for the monument and we 
have the money, which came from 
a descendant of the Holland fami-
ly,” said Brian Neely, president of 
the battlefield museum’s board.

The site must still be cleared and 
prepared. The result will feature a 
circle drive, parking spaces near 
the monument and placards with 
historical information. Once com-
pleted, the site will be added to the 
Brice’s Crossroads driving tour.

While military historians have 
long studied Confederate Gen. Na-

than Bedford Forrest’s tactics at 
Brice’s Crossroads, the role Black 
soldiers played during the bat-
tle has remained obscure. A lot of 
those troops mustered out of the 

Contraband Camp in Corinth.
“The details of the people fight-

ing have always been left out,” 

By CALEB MCCLUSKEY
Daily Journal

TUPELO • Verona officials have given the go-
ahead for a large hous-
ing development near 
the city limits months 
after a passion-filled 
public hearing led the 
board to table the mat-
ter.

The Verona Board of 
Aldermen voted unan-
imously Tuesday night 
to rezone a roughly 46-
acre section of land off 
of Green Tea and West 
roads from agricultur-
al zoning to residential 
zoning to create a new 
75-home subdivision 
called Cobos Estates, 
formerly known as 
Mitchell Estates.

Developer Josh 
Mitchell has separat-
ed the project into two 
phases: The first will see 
construction of 25 sin-
gle-family homes on 9.6 
acres off of West Road; 
the second will see the 
development of 50 pa-
tio-style apartments ca-
tering to senior citizens.

Mitchell said his de-
velopment shows that 
Verona is growing, not-
ing that he is planning more developments and 

Monument to honor Black soldiers at Brice’s Crossroads
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Brian Neely, left, and Shelby Scott, both members of the Brice’s Crossroads museum board, walk around the site of what will become the new 
Holland Ridge site that will recognize the Black soldiers who fought at Brice’s Crossroads during the Civil War.
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Brian Neely points out where the retreating federal troops headed from an open field down 
the hill to the only bridge over Tishomingo Creek. Black troops fired on the advancing Con-
federate infantry and cavalry, helping the Union forces retreat to Memphis.

‘COURAGE BEYOND EXPECTATIONS’

Verona officials 
approve first step in 
affordable housing 
development
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In this file photo from Nov. 11, 2022, West Road winds past a large 
plot of land in Verona on which a developer is planning to build a 
batch of single-family houses and senior living apartments.

Mississippi passes bill restricting electric car dealerships
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Republican Sen. Daniel Sparks of Belmont, explains the essence of a 
bill that would place new restrictions on car manufacturers for opening 
brick-and-mortar car dealerships, in the Chamber at the Mississippi 
Capitol in Jackson, Thursday, March 2, 2023. The bill, which passed, 
sparked an intraparty debate among Republican lawmakers, with op-
ponents arguing it would stop electric car makers from bringing new 
technology and jobs to the state.
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