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Local schools extend closures until March 27
Union County 
Democratic voters 
choose Biden in 

primary election

Union County Democratic 
voters overwhelmingly voted in 
favor of presidential candidate 
Joe Biden in the March 10 
primary election.
Biden also won the state as a 
whole in the election, and it 
appears he is on track to be the 
Democratic nominee for the 
president of the United States.
Biden and Democratic presi-
dential candidate Bernie Sand-
ers were in a fairly tight race 
prior to the March 10 primary 
election. But after Biden won a 
number of states in last week’s 
election, he took a solid lead 
over Sanders.
In Union County, Biden won 
almost 77 percent of the Dem-
ocratic vote to Sanders’ 17.3 
percent.
Democrat Michael Bloomberg, 
who has dropped out of the 
presidential race, got 40 votes, 
or a little more than 4 percent, 
in Union County.
The Democratic nominee for 
president will face incumbent 
Republican President Don-
ald Trump in the November 
election.
In Union County, Trump won 
more than 99 percent of the 
Republican vote in the March 
10 primary. Republican presi-
dential candidate Bill Weld had 
the second highest number of 
votes with 11.
Mississippi Democratic voters 
also selected Mike Espy as 
their candidate for U.S. Senate. 
In Union County, Espy gar-
nered 859 votes, or more than 
90 percent.
Espy will now face incumbent 
U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
R-Miss., in the general election 
in November.
Hyde-Smith was unopposed 
in the Republican primary 
election and got 2,880 votes in 
Union County, and there were 
nine write-in votes.
In the race for U.S. House in 
Mississippi, Antonia Eliason 
was unopposed in the Demo-
cratic primary, and incumbent 
U.S. Rep. Trent Kelly was 
unopposed on the Republican 
side. Eliason received 676 
votes in Union County com-
pared to Kelly’s 2,901 votes.
Union County Circuit Clerk 
Phyllis Stanford predicted a 
low voter turnout going into 
the primary election.

The New Albany and Union 
County school districts have 
extended school closures for 
another week in the wake of the 
coronavirus.

The schools will be closed 
through at least March 27.

Ken Basil, superintendent of 
the county school district, said 
his first priority was the health 
and safety of the students.

“Right now, our main focus is 
to look after their health,” Basil 
said. “I’m not worried about ed-
ucating them at this moment. 
But the decision to whether or 
not to remain closed after next 
week will likely be on a week-to-
week basis.”

Basil said that administrators 
made the decision, with ap-
proval from the school board, 

to extend the closures following 
an address from Governor Tate 
Reeves.

“He issued an executive or-
der that schools should go to 
distance learning and also gave 
us the authority to feed children 
while they are out of school,” 
Basil said. “We’re going to be 
meeting this week to figure out 
the logistics of those things.”

Basil went on to express con-
cerns about trying to implement 
distance learning in the county 
schools, mainly due to limited 
access to the Internet.

“We’re just not set up to do 
that on the K-12 level,” Basil 
said. “Now our 9th-12th grade 
probably could, because they 
do use computers at home. But, 
there are also areas of the coun-
ty that don’t have Internet ac-
cess.”

New Albany School District 

officials have been meeting 
since last week to develop a plan 
that is in the “best interest of 
our students’ health, safety and 
educational progress,” a state-
ment said.

“Our administrative team and 

our school board want to ensure 
that the health and safety of our 
students and staff remain a top 
priority during this time,” the 
statement added.
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Local officials have announced clo-
sures and other steps being taken to 
protect against the coronavirus.

The Union County Library closed 
Tuesday due to concerns over the 
coronavirus until further notice.

The Myrtle branch of the library also 
closed.

Union County Board of Supervisors 
President Randy Owen said officials 
will evaluate the situation next week 
to see if conditions have improved.

People can still connect to the li-
brary’s Wi-Fi internet from the library 
parking lot.

Library Director Sissy Bullock said 
people can check the library’s Face-
book page for updates on when the 
library may reopen.
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There was a large motorcycle escort for the Wall That Heals as it passed through New Albany on the way to Ashland last week.

Union County library 
closed over coronavirus

Turn to CLOSURES, 12A

Vietnam Wall travels through New Albany

New Albany-based Mas-
ter-Bilt is in the process of 
being sold.

Master Bilt, which report-
edly employs more than 300 
people in New Albany, will 
be sold to Ten Oaks Group 
of Charlotte, N.C. The clos-
ing of the sale is expected to 
occur in the next 45 days.

Master-Bilt is currently 
owned by Standex Refriger-
ated Solutions Group of Sa-
lem, N.H.

Standex, which pur-
chased Master-Bilt in 1971, 
is also selling its Hudson, 
Wisc.-based Nor-Lake re-
frigeration business to Ten 
Oaks Group.

“Standex continually as-

sesses its portfolio of busi-
nesses to ensure alignment 
with its long-term strate-
gic vision,” a news release 
states. “As part of this as-
sessment, Standex deter-
mined that the Refrigerated 
Solutions Group (RSG), spe-
cifically the Master-Bilt and 
Nor-Lake brands, no longer 
aligns with its long-term 
strategy. This review was a 
thoughtful one in which a 
variety of factors were care-
fully weighed and ultimately 
a decision was made to pur-
sue a sale.” 

Both Standex and the buy-
er believe the Refrigerated 
Solutions Group business 
continues to offer compet-
itive advantages including 
strong market brands, ded-

icated and capable employ-
ees and attractive products, 
the release adds.

“Until the sale is complet-
ed, we will remain focused 
on ‘business as usual,’ work-
ing with our customers and 
channel partners to retain 
and grow opportunities for 
Master-Bilt and Nor-Lake,” 
the release says.
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Master-Bilt in New Albany being sold
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