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Watch your step

Photo by David Helms
Assisted by Pontotoc Firemen Chris Golden (left) and Blake O’Callaghan, Brittany Hill (center) is all smiles as she prepares 
to take a lofty walk up the Pontotoc Fire Deparment’s ladder truck during a recent “Community Helpers” demonstration at 
Pontotoc’s First Baptist Church. Community helpers included firemen, police officers, Pontotoc Electric Power Association 
linemen and helicopter paramedics.

Grand jury returns 
60 indictments

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

The Pontotoc County Grand 
Jury which deliberated in August 
returned 60 indictments into open 
court last Wednesday ( Sept. 25) 
and defendants were arraigned.

Plea days have been scheduled 
for November 21 and 22 and the 
two week December term of Pon-
totoc County Circuit Court con-
venes Monday, December 2, and 
continues through December 13.

Indictments released on Sep-
tember 25 include the following 
defendants and their respective 
charge(s):

-Danny Eugene Austin, two 
indictments, including: failure to 
stop motor vehicle when officer 
signals, two counts of aggravat-
ed assault on law enforcement 
officer, deadly weapon, and two 
counts aggravated assault of a 
law enforcement officer;

-Clinton Hunter Johnson, two 
counts of identity theft;

-Joel Shane Whitlow, two 
counts of escape or attempt to es-
cape from jail or custody;

-Steven Wayne Hester, entice-
ment of a child to meet for sex-
ual purposes and enticement of a 
child to produce visual depiction 

See Grand page 14A

Seven plead guilty, 
sentenced

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Seven defendants who were 
among those indicted by a Ponto-
toc County Grand Jury in August 
pled guilty to criminal charges 
upon arraignment last week. 

Defendant Raven Whitney 
West pled guilty to taking of a 
motor vehicle, but the court with-
held adjudication of guilt and im-
position of sentence pending suc-
cessful completion of five years 
probation.

West ws fined $1,000 and or-
dered to pay court costs and $500 
in fees. 

Defendant Brandi Nicole Ro-
mine pled guilty to possession 

of methamphetamine and was 
sentenced to three years in pris-
on, but she was credited for time 
already served and the balance 
suspended.

Romine was placed on two and 
a half years post release supervi-
sion, fined $1,000 and ordered to 
pay $125 restitution, court costs 
and $500 in fees.

Defendant Kayla Paige Davis 
pled guilty to possession of meth-
amphetamine and was sentenced 
to a three years suspended pris-
on term. She was placed on two 
years post release supervision.

Davis was fined $1,000 and 
ordered to pay $125 restitution, 
court costs and $500 in fees. Her 

See Seven page 14A

County wide burn 
ban now in effect

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

The Pontotoc County Supervi-
sors formally initiated a burn ban 
for the entire county of Pontotoc on 
Monday, September 30. This ban 
will remain in effect until Monday, 
November 4, when the supervisors 
meet for their first-of-the-month 
meeting. The city has been under a 
ban for some 14 days.

Pontotoc County Fire Coordina-
tor Adam Patton requested the ban 
be put in place due to the high tem-
peratures and low humidity.

Patton said in requesting the ban 
that the public needs be aware of 
the consequences of not heeding it.

“Any person who knowingly and 
willfully violates a burning ban is 
guilty of a misdemeanor and may 
be fined not less than $100 and not 
more than $500,” he quoted the 
law.

However, First District Super-
visor Wayne Stokes reminded the 
public that if your fire gets out and 
burns another person’s home or de-
stroys their property you will be the 
one that has to pay. “The insurance 
claim will be filed against your in-
surance,” he noted.

The following fires are not al-
lowed period for the duration that 
the ban is in effect: campfires, bon 
fires, fire pits, fire rings, burn bar-
rels, debris burning, field burning, 
or any other kind of burning with 
an open flame that produces an em-
ber. 

“The wind can carry floating em-
bers away from the original fire and 
start a spot fire up to one-half mile 
away from the burning area,” Pat-
ton noted.

The ban doesn’t mean you can’t 
cook outside, however here is what 
is allowed: Propane/ gas grills, 
propane/ gas heaters, and charcoal 
grills are allowed under burn bans. 
They should be used as described 
by their manufacturer’s instruc-
tions, located safely away from 
combustible materials, and never 
left unattended. 

Of greatest importance is to 
make sure you dispose of char-
coal grill fires properly. If they are 
not disposed of properly after use, 
charcoal grill briquettes are of great 
concern. After use, always let the 
coals cool completely and douse in 
water before disposing of them in 
a metal container. The residual ash 
should be cold to the touch before 
disposal.

The only people exempt from 
Pontotoc’s County wide burn ban 
are the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission and county fire services.

Pontotoc County isn’t going to 
get any measurable rain fall in the 
foreseeable future.  If the weather 
doesn’t improve, the ban may be 
put in place through December 2. 
Temperatures will remain in the 
80s to 90s for at least the first 15 
days of October and the humidity 
will remain low. This encourages 
fires to burn. So take heed of the 
warnings and don’t be burning any-
thing outside.

Algoma Cross-Tie set this Saturday

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

This Saturday get ready to en-
joy your self with the folks down 
in Algoma.

The town is getting ready to roll 
out the Cross-Tie Festival which 
will begin at 7 a.m. on  with yard 
sales in the park on that nice fall 
day.

The train will be there to ride 
you around beginning at 8 a.m. 
with special pricing of $1 per 
ride or $5 for the day or 6 tickets 
for $5. Those tickets can be pur-
chased from the train ticket master 
at the depot.

The Judge Phil Weeks Domino 
Tournament will get underway at 
8 a.m. 

As always, there will be ac-

tivities for the children such as a 
jumping house and a handprint 
table. The jumping house is $1 for 
ten minutes or $5 for the day.

 There will be crafts and flea 
market booths, food vendors and 
concession stands. To reserve a 
spot, call Hilda Smith at 662-489-
5846 after 5 p.m.

Great entertainment will be-
gin at 9 a.m. The Algoma School 
Class reunion will be from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. If you graduated any 
time at Algoma you are invited to 
come see your classmates.

There will be a gun raffle and 
you don’t have to be present to 
win it; and don’t forget to get your 
39 steps in for the toy and cake 
walks.

An auction will start at approx-
imately 4 p.m and there will be a 
cash give away after the auction. 

You must be present to win the 
cash.

Now if you are a candidate, 
there will be a speaking beginning 
at 3 p.m. with a time limit of 3 
minutes for local candidates and 
five minutes for state candidates. 
Call Hilda Smith at 662-489-5846 
to pre-register. A receipt will be 
given for your records.

Entertainment for the day in-
cludes Roddy Thompson and 
friends, Ken Ward, Jill Foster and 
Preston, Steve and Diane Bram-
lett, Eddie Gordon and Friends, 
Leo Mask and the County Mount-
ies, and the Usher Valley Choir.

Algoma is located off Highway 
15 South, one mile down Algoma 
Road, turn left in front of Algoma 
Grocery. 

All proceeds go toward the up-
keep of the Algoma Park.

Traffic stop yields two drug arrests, three 
and a half pounds of marijuana seized

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc Police Chief Randy 
Tutor reported Friday (Sept. 27) 
that a routine traffic stop along 
Highway 278 four lane on Thurs-
day morning resulted in the ar-
rest of two men and the seizure 
of approximately three and a half 
pounds of marijuana.

Chief Tutor said officers stopped 
the eastbound vehicle because the 
driver of the vehicle, 41-year-old 

Derrick Lee Burgess, of Highway 
328 Oxford, MS, was not wearing 
a seat belt. A passenger in the ve-
hicle was identified as John Henry 
Staggers, age 41, of Tweed Way, 
Hyattesville, Maryland.

Officers were granted permis-
sion to search the vehicle and dis-
covered the alleged marijuana.

Tutor said that Burgess and 
Staggers have both been charged 
with trafficking a schedule I con-
trolled substance, marijuana.

“We would estimate the value 
of the alleged marijuana to be at 

least $6,000,” Tutor said. “The 
possession of over 2.2 pounds of 
marijuana warrants a trafficking 
charge.”

Tutor said that both men made 
an initial appearance in munic-
ipal court Friday where Judge 
Greg Brown set Burgess’ bond 
at $7,500 and Staggers’ bond at 
$20,000.

Both men posted bond and were 
released.

Chief Tutor said the case will 
be presented to a Pontotoc County 
Grand Jury in January.


