
The body of a female was 
found Friday in the Alpine 
community, according to Union 
County Sheriff Jimmy Edwards.

The case is being investigated 
as a suspicious death, Edwards 
said. The body was found in the 
area of County Road 225, said 
Edwards.

The sheriff would not release 
the name of the female.

The investigation is being 
conducted by the sheriff’s office 
and the Mississippi Bureau of 
Investigation, Edwards said.

Union County Coroner Pam 
Boman said the body will 
undergo an autopsy at the state 
crime lab.

Boman said the female was in 
her upper 40s.

As dining rooms, salons and 
gyms begin to reopen their doors 
to the public, some churches are 
still not holding in-person ser-
vices.

First Baptist Church of New 
Albany will resume in-person 
services on June 7, said Pastor 
Andrew Chesteen.

“We’re excited,” said Chesteen. 
“We feel confident that we’re 
taking appropriate measures. 
We feel like it’s important to get 
back into public worship ser-
vices. We really can’t wait to see 
our people back and to be able to 
worship together.” 

Usually, First Baptist Church 
of New Albany has two morning 
services with an average total at-
tendance of 515 people between 
the two services. But a third wor-
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Ervin, Yeats are Victory Academy’s valedictorian, salutatorian

State of the economy in Union County

Hannah Ervin and Allie Yeats 
were recently named the Victory 
Christian Academy’s valedicto-
rian and salutatorian of its 2020 
graduating class.

In addition to being the 
school’s valedictorian, Ervin has 
won highest average awards in 
English, algebra, geometry, his-
tory, biology and Bible classes. 
She has also played both club 
and core volleyball for nine 
years and won several awards, 
including best setter, best server 
and best passer.

Ervin also volunteered to be 
on the Victory Church media 
team for four years. During that 
time, she has taken photos at 

most of the school and church 
events and has been chief editor 
of the school’s yearbook for the 
past three years. She also volun-
teered for National Public Lands 
Day with her mother, a Toyota 
employee.

Outside of school, Ervin said 
she loves to play volleyball and 
practices photography any 
chance she gets.

She offered advice some ad-
vice to other students at VCA.

“I would tell my fellow class-
mates to always put their trust 
in God,” Ervin said. “Also, don’t 
be in such a rush to finish high 
school because it will be over 
before you know it.”

Ervin said she hopes to attend 

NEW ALBANY - Hundreds of 
manufacturing jobs have been 
lost in the past seven months in 
Union County, an official said.

“Over 600 manufacturing jobs 
have been lost in Union Coun-
ty over the last seven months,” 
said Gary Chandler, director of 
industrial development with the 
Three Rivers Planning & Devel-
opment District. “These clo-
sures are permanent.”

Chandler added, “That’s re-
ally unfortunate for our com-
munity. We’re certainly sympa-
thetic with those who have been 
adversely affected by the job 
losses.”

Union County Board of Su-
pervisors President Randy Owen 
said the loss of the jobs is “dev-
astating news.”

“The only good thing is they’re 
getting some stimulus money 
right now and unemployment 
from the state and the federal, 
but that’s not going to last forev-
er,” Owen said.

He said Chandler and the eco-
nomic development team are 
working to recruit more indus-

tries to the area.
“We’re hoping to find some-

body to fill the buildings and 
create some more new jobs,” 
said Owen. “Maybe somebody 
will move here quickly, which 
would be a good thing.”

Master-Bilt is the most re-
cent manufacturer in Union 
County that has announced it 
is closing permanently. Losing 
Master-Bilt was a “really big 
shock,” said Owen.

“That plant’s been there for 
as long as I can remember,” 
Owen said. “It’s very bad news 
for people in the county.”

Prior to that, it was an-
nounced that VIP Cinema Seat-
ing in New Albany was shutting 
down for good.

And last fall Emerald Home 
Furnishings in New Albany 
closed, Chandler noted.

As far as the Master-Bilt 
closure that was recently an-
nounced, Chandler said, “it’s 
unfortunate anytime you have 
a longtime manufacturer who 
decides to shut their doors.”

But the loss of so many jobs 
means there is a readily avail-

Master-Bilt’s manufacturing 
facility in New Albany is closing 
permanently, the company has 
announced.

“Refrigerated Solutions 
Group today announced that 
after a full review of its busi-
ness opportunities, market 
conditions and other options, 
it reached the difficult but nec-
essary decision to begin the 
process of permanently closing 
its manufacturing facility locat-
ed in New Albany, Mississippi,” 
a statement from the company 
says.

The statement added, “Un-
fortunately, the COVID-19 
pandemic has caused sudden, 
dramatic, and unexpected 
conditions outside of the com-
pany’s control. The unprece-
dented and major economic 
downturn and the governmen-
tal-forced closures of many of 
RSG’s customers have contrib-
uted to these unforeseeable 
business conditions.”

Product manufacturing will 
be consolidated to RSG’s Hud-
son, Wisc. facility by Oct. 31. 

The RSG warehouse facility in 
Guntown will remain an ongo-
ing warehouse and distribution 
operation.

“RSG is committed to main-
taining the Master-Bilt brand 
and will continue to support 
our customers, sales represen-
tatives, service agents and chan-
nel partners,” said CEO Kevin 
Fink.

Fink continued, “We wish 
to extend our appreciation to 
our employees, customers and 
channel partners for their sup-
port over the years of the Mas-
ter-Bilt brand and throughout 
this manufacturing change.”

In business for over 80 years, 
Master-Bilt manufactures a 
complete line of refrigerated 
coolers and freezers for com-
mercial foodservice applica-
tions.

Master-Bilt’s markets of spe-
cialty include restaurants, insti-
tutional settings, small footprint 
retail and convenience stores.

Master-Bilt was recently sold 
by Standex Refrigerated Solu-
tions Group of Salem, N.H. to 
Ten Oaks Group of Charlotte, 
N.C.
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“Devastating’ job losses hit Union County MasterBilt to close permanently in New Albany

County school graduation ceremonies to 
follow social distancing restrictions

New Albany churches make plans to 
meet in person again

Coaches share thoughts 
on prep sports return

Hannah Ervin, valedictorian Allie Yeats, salutatorian

East Union, Ingomar, Myr-
tle and West Union graduation 
ceremonies will look quite dif-
ferent when they take place in 
June.

The Union County School 
District released its plan for 
the ceremonies at each school 
Wednesday that includes a day 
time program for graduates and 
a limited number of family and 
an evening program for the se-
niors only.

Earlier this month, Union 
County announced that Myr-
tle’s graduation ceremony will 
be on Monday, June 15, In-
gomar’s will be on Thursday, 
June 18, East Union’s will be 
on Monday, June 22 and West 
Union’s will be on Thursday, 
June 25. There had been discus-

sion about holding the ceremo-
nies on the baseball fields at In-
gomar, Myrtle and West Union 
and on the football field at East 
Union, but at least some of the 
schools will hold the individual 
student recognition ceremo-
nies in their gymnasiums.

According to the plan put 
forward, each school will have 
an individual student recogni-
tion program in the morning of 
its respective date. During this 
program, each graduate, along 
with family, will be allotted a 
limited amount of time to arrive 
at the gymnasium to be recog-
nized.

“We’ve given each school 
flexibility how many students to 
allow in at a time,” said Ken Ba-
sil, superintendent. “Depend-
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The Union County School 
District will be holding registra-
tion for Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten students in just a 
few weeks.

The registration will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., June 17 at 
East Union, Ingomar, Myrtle and 
West Union.

According to state law, any 
child who will be four years old 
on or before Sept. 1 is eligible 
for enrollment in the Pre-K pro-
gram and any child who will be 
five years old on or before Sept. 
1 is eligible for Kindergarten.

In order to enroll in for Pre-K 
or Kindergarten, the school 
needs the following documents: 
a certified birth certificate, 
certification of Immunization 
Compliance – Form 121, Social 
Security form and two proofs of 
residency. 

The Pre-K program is a 
tuition-based program. A $250 
deposit is required at registration 
and will be applied to tuition. 
The tuition is $250 per month 
with the exception of the month 
of May.

Pre-K students are eligible for 
free or reduced lunch and break-
fast and the opportunity to expe-
rience the school environment in 
preparation for Kindergarten.

For more information, call the 
Union County District office at 
662-534-1960.
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