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Police chief shares memories of 9/11/01 attacks

Photo by David Helms
The seventh and eighth grade history teachers at Pontotoc Junior High School hosted several guest speakers last week during a remembrance of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade Towers and Pentagon. Pontotoc Police Chief Randy Tutor (above) talked with students about his memories of that day and 
the attack’s effect on his law enforcement duties and preparedness over the past 18 years. 

Area students take advantage of college and career night

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

The halls of the Pontotoc Ridge 
Career and Technology Center 
teemed with students and parents 
alike as they learned of the various 
college and career options for their 
future. The students listened as fu-
ture employers explained the nature 
of their business while young men 
dressed in military attire praised the 
virtues of serving their country.

A host of colleges from through-
out the state were there to entice the 
students to come to their campus for 
further education.

The career center counselor, 
Heather Crotwell said there were 
137 students at the event, “and 
a large majority of the students 
brought their parents as well.”

There were 30 tables set up with 
representatives across the board to 
give students a birds eye view of fu-
ture opportunities.

“There were 12 colleges, two 
cosmetology schools, four military 
branches and 12 businesses,” Crot-
well noted.

Senior student Maddie Allen said 

Photo by Regina Butler
Austin Reeves and John McClure (behind the table) were on hand from Contract Fabricators out of Holly Springs and Iuka to explain to students what their company 
does and the kind of skilled workforce it is looking for. Listening to what the gentleman have to offer were (front from left) Rafael Mendoza, a senior at North Pontotoc; 
Bryan Frias, a junior at North Pontotoc, Daelan Hollingsworth who is a junior at South Pontotoc and Heather Crotwell, who is the counselor at the Pontotoc Ridge 
Career and Technology Center.See Area page 14A

Four arrested, including two juveniles, in 
connection with BB gun shooting damages

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc Police Chief Randy Tu-
tor said that an 18-year-old wom-
an, a 17-year-old man and two ju-
veniles were arrested last week in 
connection with a BB gun shooting 
spree which involved shooting out 
windows on cars, buses, homes 
and businesses in Pontotoc.

Chief Tutor said that Jordan L. 

Irby, 18, of Gilwood Drive, Du-
rant, MS, and 17-year-old Jaylin 
D. Souter, 17, of Park Avenue, 
Pontotoc, were arrested on Mon-
day, Sept. 9, and charged with fel-
ony malicious mischief in connec-
tion with the property damage.

Tutor said that two juveniles 
were also arrested and turned over 
to the jurisdiction of the Pontotoc 
County Youth Court.

Tutor said the first damage re-
port call came in about 7 a.m. 

Monday morning and the four sus-
pects were arrested around 8:30 
that morning.

“The first call was from a day-
care center and the owner reported 
that the windows were shot out of 
two of their transport vans,” Tutor 
said. “The bodies of several vehi-
cles were also shot. Right after that 
we got at least five more calls of 
windows being shot out.”

The reported damages includ-
ed: the daycare vans, five vehi-

cles along Highway 15 Bypass, 
five buses at the Pontotoc County 
Maintenance Building, the front 
commons window at the Ponto-
toc High School, windows of two 
businesses on Reynolds Street and 
a front door on Lana Street.

“It’s already approximately 
$10,000 worth of damages and 
we’re still getting some more dam-
age estimates,” Tutor said. “This 
was very serious but at least no one 
was injured.”

Pontotoc 
County  

supervisors 
set $26  
million  
budget

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

With very little discussion 
the Pontotoc County Board 
of Supervisors approved a 
$26,827,553 budget for the 
coming fiscal year which will 
begin on October 1.

The new budget reflects a 
$2,965,677 increase over last 
year.

“The good news is there is no 
increase in taxes,” said Chan-
cery Clerk Ricky Ferguson. 

County 
purchases 

Grist office 
building

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

With their final approval of 
the purchase of the late W.A. 
Grist’s law office, Pontotoc 
County now owns the entire 
block of buildings on Liberty 
Street. The opportunity arose to 
purchase the space after the at-
torney died earlier this year.

Chancery Court Clerk Ricky 
Ferguson said this was a good 
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