
newalbanygazette.com

G
New Albany

75 cents Wednesday, January 15, 2020

Falcons fight off Bulldog 
fourth quarter rally

z
More than

$65
in savings 

inside

Rhea Insurance Agency
Monthly pay auto

insurance

Home & AutoJames Rhea, Agent
Tina Holt, Agent
Betty Haynes,CSR

We offer these insurance providers:
• Progressive
• Safeco
• ASI

• Dairyland
• Foremost
• Safeway 534-2108

1006 Munsford Drive, 
Glenfield Exit, New Albany
(Open All Day Saturday)

Tina Holt, Agent

y

y

y

City awards wastewater plant job
JOSH MITCHELL
Gazette

The New Albany Board of Al-
dermen last week awarded a 
$10.35 million contract to con-
struct a new wastewater treat-
ment plant.

The contract was awarded to 
low bidder Kajacs Contractors 
of Poplar Bluff, Mo.

Construction on the new 
plant is expected to start in 
March or April, said Bill Mattox, 
general manager of New Albany 
Light, Gas & Water.

The new wastewater treat-

ment plant will be built in a ru-
ral area north of town off High-
way 15 North but still within the 
city limits. This will be a better 
location than the current plant 
site which is in town near resi-
dential and commercial prop-
erty as well as parkland, Mattox 
said. 

The current wastewater treat-
ment plant is located next to the 
tennis and soccer complex. The 
current plant used to be in an 
agricultural area, but the town 
has built up around the treat-
ment facility, said Mattox.

The first phase of the project 

involved installing a mile and 
one-half pipeline from the ex-
isting plant site to the new plant 
site. Building a pump station to 
pump the sewage to the new 
plant site is also part of the first 
phase. The pump station should 
be completed in March.

The total project is expected 
to cost about $15.35 million. 
Originally, the project was ex-
pected to cost about $14.1 mil-
lion. The cost went up because 
the bids on the plant came in a 
little higher than expected, Mat-
tox said.

About 30 acres of city-owned 

land where the current plant is 
located can be freed up for oth-
er purposes after the new plant 
is built. It could be used as park-
land or some other beneficial 
purpose, according to Mattox.

The city purchased about 90 
acres for the new plant. The 
plant itself will occupy about 25 
to 30 acres while the rest of the 
property will be a cushion area 
around the plant. The cushion 
area can also be used for future 
plant expansion.

A new plant is being built for 

JOSH MITCHELL
Gazette

Construction has started on a 
100,000-square-foot shell building being 
built in Union County.

The hope is that the building will be up 
and ready by mid to late spring, said Gary 
Chandler, director of Industrial Develop-
ment with the Three Rivers Planning & De-
velopment District.

The building is being constructed by En-
hance Mississippi, which is a private inves-
tor group made up of five banks, the Three 
Rivers Planning and Development District 
and a handful of citizens.

It is being built in the Martintown SOUTH 
Industrial Park directly south of Diversity 
Vuteq.

Having the building available should 
make Union County more competitive 
when it comes to attracting manufacturers, 
said Chandler.

The goal is for an industry to move into 
the building and create local jobs.

There is currently a lack of vacant build-
ings available for manufacturers to move 
into, Chandler added. This building should 
help address that problem, he noted.

In addition to the 100,000 square foot 
building, there is also a dirt pad at the site to 
accommodate another 100,000 square feet. 
Ultimately, the building can be expanded to 
400,000 square feet, Chandler said.

The building will have ceiling heights up 
to 39 feet to accommodate modern manu-
facturing operations.

The building will be in a good location 
close to Interstate 22 and about one hour 
from the Memphis area, Chandler noted.
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New Albany Elementa-
ry Principal Gwyn Russell 
wants learning to be engag-
ing and fun for students.

At the same time, she 
wants to lay an education-
al foundation that prepares 
students for high school, 
college and the workforce.

In addition, Russell wants 
students to grow up to be 
productive citizens with a 
mindset that it is important 
to give back to others and 
make the community a bet-
ter place.

Russell, who is in her sec-
ond year as principal at New 
Albany Elementary, is the 

administrator of the year in 
the New Albany School Dis-
trict.

Russell said students 
learn in different ways and 
that she wants to meet those 
individual needs so the chil-
dren can grow.

With 1,100 students and 

some 140 staff members, 
New Albany Elementary 
School is like a “really big 
family,” said Russell.

Managing such a big re-
sponsibility requires strong 
communication and the 
ability to build quality rela-
tionships, she added. 

It is important for her to 
lead as a servant. She does 
not ask staff to do things she 
would not be willing to do. 
Being able to admit when 
she’s wrong or does not 
know the answer is also vi-
tal, she said.

Russell, who grew up 
poor, said she has always 
been placed in leadership 
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Construction on a state-of-the-art 
carwash facility is expected to begin 
in the next two to three weeks in New 
Albany.

It is expected to be open in late 
spring or early summer. 

A 130-foot-long car wash tunnel will 
be built, and there will also be 24 vac-
uums.

The vacuums will be free to use with 
the purchase of a carwash, said Terry 
Young, adding that it will be a fami-
ly-owned business.

It will be located on Park Plaza Drive 

Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Celebration

Jan. 21: Liberty School Meeting

Jan. 21: Union County Spelling 
Bee

Jan. 31: Storyline Cafe at the 
Museum

Jan. 18: Pastor and Wife’s 
Anniversary at Oak Grove

Jan. 19: Trailsman Quartet 
sings at Macedonia Baptist
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The 100,000-square-foot shell building is being built in the Martintown SOUTH Industrial Park in Union 
County. The hope is that an industry will move into the building and create local jobs.

Shell building construction underway 

Russell named administrator of the year 
for New Albany School District

New car wash 
slated to open 
late spring, 
early summer
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Turn to RUSSELL, 12A Turn to CAR WASH, 12A

Holiday to affect 
governmental  
hours, garbage 
schedule
Governmental offices will be 
closed Monday, Jan. 20, in ob-
servance of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day holiday and Robert 
E. Lee’s birthday.
This will affect solid waste 
collection in New Albany’s city 
limits.
In New Albany, Monday’s gar-
bage route will be moved to 
Tuesday and Tuesday’s gar-
bage route will be moved to 
Wednesday. Out in the county, 
next week’s garbage routes will 
remain the same as usual.

Annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
celebration set 
for Saturday
The Martin Luther King Jr. an-
nual celebration will be held at 
1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, in the 
Union County Courthouse.
The keynote speaker will be 
Christopher Traylor, president 
of the Lee County chapter of 
the NAACP. Special music will 
be presented by the Springville 
Chapel MB Church Choir of 
Pontotoc.
Everyone is invited.

Board of aldermen approve $10.35 million contract

Russell


