
Manny is a 
one-and-a-half-

year-old male 
boxer who is 

sweet as can be. 
He loves frolics 

through the 
dog yard. For more information, call the 

Amory Humane Society at 256-7566.

Pudge 
is a 
6-week-old 
Labrador 
retriever 
mix with 
huge, ador-

able eyes and an even bigger 
personality.
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Monroe Journal

A trial began last week for 
Timothy Ray Jones, Jr., 37, a 
South Carolina man with Amo-
ry ties, who allegedly killed his 
five children in 2014 and is now 
facing a potential death pen-
alty. One of his three defense 
attorneys argued he has schizo-
phrenia and is insane at the tri-
al’s opening statements.

Jones was taken into custody 
in south Mississippi after being 
pulled over in September 2014 
for suspicion of driving under 
the influence, and evidence 

connecting him to the chil-
dren’s deaths was found inside 
his Cadillac Escalade.

After authorities in Smith 
County ran his license plate, 
they were alerted Jones was 
wanted by law enforcement 
in South Carolina after miss-
ing person reports had been 
filed by his ex-wife and family 
in Amory, who were expecting 
him and the children for a visit.

After being interrogated by the 
Smith County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Mississippi Bureau of 
Investigation, Jones led authori-
ties to the bodies off of a dirt road 
in Wilcox County, Alabama.

After being extradited back 
to South Carolina, Jones was 
charged with five counts of 
murder.

The prosecution in the tri-
al, being held in Lexington 
County, South Carolina, said 
Jones killed his 6-year-old son, 
Nahtahn, after he broke an 
electric outlet in their home in 
late August 2014. Prosecutors 
continued to state he strangled 
his children, Mera, 8, and Elias, 
7, with his hands and strangled 
Gabriel, 2, and Abigail, 1, with 
a belt.

Trial begins for man accused of killing his five children 
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Timothy Ray 
Jones Jr., is 
escorted by law-
men out of the 
Smith County 
Jail in Raleigh. 
A jury has been 
selected and 
opening state-
ment should be-
gin soon in the 
death penalty 
trial of Jones, a 
South Carolina 
father charged 
with killing his 
five children.
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Nettleton High School seniors celebrate graduation as they toss their caps into the air Saturday morning at the BancorpSouth Arena in Tupelo.
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The application process to provide 
long-term recovery for those affected 
by floods and tornadoes through the 
April 13 and 14 severe weather out-
break began last week and is slated to 
continue through May 31.

Monroe Strong, a nonprofit operat-
ing through the CREATE Foundation, 
will meet weekly to evaluate applica-
tions, which are on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

“We want Hamilton and Monroe 
County back and better than ever 
as soon as we can,” said committee 

Nonprofit 
begins its 
application 
process for 
April storm 
relief funds 
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HAMILTON – The April 13 tornado 
that delivered a devastating blow to 
Hamilton caught the attention of the 
Tupelo-based CREATE Foundation, 
which wanted to assist by filtering a 
$10,000 grant through its affiliate, the 
South Monroe County Community 
Fund.

“They wanted us to decide,” said 
SMCCF Chairperson Kathy Seymour 
of how it would be used. “I contacted 
my board to say the fire department 
may be the best. We feel lucky. CRE-
ATE has done great things for us in 
south Monroe County.”

Hamilton VFD 
benefiting from 
$10K CREATE 
Foundation grant 

GRADUATION

TURN TO TRIAL, 10A

TURN TO RELIEF, 1A

TURN TO CREATE, 10A
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From left, Marco Garza, Talijah Jones, Leigh Kathryn Reynolds, Matthew Buckingham and Anna Trautman lead the singing of Amory High School’s 
alma mater during Monday’s graduation at Longenecker Field.


