
The New Albany Fred’s store 
is closing after more than half 
a century of serving customers 
here.

The announcement came Fri-
day in the latest round of closings 
by the Memphis-based company.

The company had already 
closed most stores in Northeast 
Mississippi.

As late as last week, some em-
ployees believed the store here 
might survive; this week, staff 
said they were not allowed to 
answer any questions about the 
closing and the Gazette was try-
ing to get in touch with company 
management concerning time-

lines for the closing and any plans 
for employees.

The store’s fate had appeared 
more likely when a real estate 
sign appeared in front of the 
building several weeks ago 
(it has been reported that 
the company leases most of 
it buildings, owning few).

The company had al-
ready agreed to sell its phar-
macy at about 180 stores in 
10 southeastern states to 
Walgreens for $165 million 
this past fall. That reduced store 
traffi c and business at the New 
Albany Fred’s.

Then, in April, the fi rst of four 
rounds of store closing announces 
came out. The most recent an-
nouncement will leave the com-

pany, which did operate about 
600 stores, with only about 80.

Employees could not say when 
Fred’s fi rst came to New Albany 

but it operated in the building 
now occupied by Rutledge Pub-
lishing for some time. In fact, the 
parking lot behind that building 
and in front of the library is still 
called the old Fred’s parking lot 
by many. The business moved 

down Main Street to the current 
building about 1979, they said.

The store fi lled a niche in the 
downtown area offering an assort-

ment of day-to-day goods, a 
pharmacy and in the past few 
years adding more grocery 
items.

Fred’s began in 1947 with 
a store in Coldwater and as it 
grew it opened headquarters 
in Memphis in 1953. It was 
one of the early dollar stores 
that now competes with busi-

nesses such as Family Dollar and 
Dollar Tree. Stores have been 
supplied by distribution centers in 
Memphis and Dublin, Ga. but the 
New Albany store has recently 

The Union County Heritage Mu-
seum will host a gallery talk accompa-
nied by the live casting of the face of 
blues musician Sam Mosley by Cast of 
Blues artist Sharron McConnell-Dick-
erson at noon this Thursday.

The Cast of Blues exhibit will for-
mally open Friday, July 19, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m., with music by slide guitarist 
Wendy Garrison and wine and cheese.

McConnell-Dickerson’s “Cast of 
Blues” life cast exhibit featuring 40 
life casts of Mississippi blues artists 
has taken her all over the world.

The blind artist will talk about her 
process and the 18 years she has put 
into creating this touchable tribute to 
the blues musicians of Mississippi.

The New England native was a fl ight 
attendant for people such as George and 
Barbara Bush, Henry Kissinger, Don-
ald and Ivana Trump and other well-
known people prior to losing her sight.  
She cooked fresh gourmet meals for 
the passengers. As she became blind, 

she went to Santa Fe New Mexico, to 
study under well-known life casting 
artists Willa Shalit and Dan Ericson, 
who had life-sculpted U.S. Presidents, 
Muhammad Ali and several famous ac-
tors. She learned how to use the direct 
casting method applying special mold-
ing methods directly to the faces of 
her subjects.  A skin-safe silicone shell 
is created over the subject’s face that 
when the materials cure they will be 
removed and the fi nal work on the cast 
will be done.

In this special exhibit the faces are 
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Crews use a giant crane to life 
one of the more than 60 new 
heat and air conditioning units 
to be replaced on the new roof of 
the elementary school. A variety 
of work is being done at the 
schools including roof replace-
ment, heating and cooling, fire 
and safety features. new win-
dows at the high school and 
other plumbing an electrical 
updates. School officials had 
hoped to have all the work com-
pleted when school starts but 
delays in materials means that 
some work will be done after 
school starts, mostly before or 
after classes are in session. The 
total cost will be about $7.5 mil-
lion, funded by the school bond 
issue passed this past year.

New Albany Fred’s closing

Baptist Memorial Hospital-Union County, located 
at 200 Hwy 30 West, will host a free back-to-school 
health fair for children 12 years and  younger on Sat-
urday, Aug. 10, from 9 – 11:30 a.m. 

The event will include free health screenings, 
medical clinics, a dental clinic, health tips, safety in-
formation, a teddy bear clinic and other community 
resources. Fire trucks, ambulances, a helicopter and 
other emergency vehicles will be available for tour, 
and experts will provide car seat safety information. 
Free backpacks and refreshments will also be avail-
able. 

 “We look forward to hosting the back-to-school 
health fair every year,” said Walter Grace, CEO and 
administrator of Baptist Union County. “It’s a won-
derful opportunity for Baptist Union County to part-
ner with other community agencies to help prepare 
our children for a safe and healthy school year.”

Registration stations will be set up in the front 
lobby and behind the hospital. For more information, 
please call 662-538-2613 or visit unioncounty.baptis-
tonline.org.

Baptist Union County offers a variety of services, 
including adult and pediatric inpatient care, maternity, 
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The Union County Fair began 
Tuesday and continues  through 
Saturday, July 16-20.

Events will include the various 
livestock exhibitions and competi-
tions, the pageants, pet show, back 
porch games, youth night, seniors 
day and barrel races in addition to 
the youth and adult rodeos.

For more information go to 
www.facebook.com/Union.Coun-
ty.Fair.

Admission:
Wednesday – Free with non-

perishable food item donation to 
food pantry or $2 donation to Al-
zheimer’s research

Thursday - $5 adults, $2 ages 
6-12, 5 and under free

Friday - $7 adults, 5 and under 
free, 9 p.m. – midnight $3

Saturday – 2-9 p.m. $7, 5 and 
under free, 9 p.m. – midnight $3

Armbands will be available for 
$20 Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day. Wednesday armbands will be 
$25 but you get a second one free. 
Saturday armbands will be $25 
but good all day and night.

Remaining Schedule:
Wednesday, July 17

9 a.m.-1 p.m. – Senior Citizens 
Day

7 p.m. Youth Night

Thursday, July 18
6 p.m. Little Mr. and Miss 

Union County Fair
7 p.m. – Youth Rodeo

Friday, July 19
7 p.m. Barrel Bonanza

Saturday, July 20
8 a.m. – Beef Show
3 p.m. – Tiny Mr. and Miss 

Union County Fair
8 p.m. – J Bar B Rodeo

County fair 
continues School renovation moving ahead


