
A special guest from Colo-

rado stopped by the Sentinel 

office on Tuesday, Sept. 24. Ed 

Herndon took a break from his 

adventure of  biking across the 

United States to visit with his 

daughter, Amanda Pannell, and 

family. 

Ed started his journey on Aug. 

4 from Anacortes, Washington. 

If  all goes as anticipated, he will 

end his journey in Key West, 

Florida. Ed began considering 

the trip when he and his wife 

hosted a young lady in their home 

about five years ago who had 

biked the year before across 

the United States from North 

Carolina to Oregon. 

“I quizzed her about it quite 

a bit, and she advised me that 

if  I was ever going to do it, do 

it west to east not east to west, 

because of  the wind. I have been 

planning the trip since then but 

just in the last year 

got serious about 

it,” said Herndon. 

Because of  

this past year’s 

extreme tempera-

RIPLEY -- According to Circuit Court Clerk 

Randy Graves, Absentee voting has officially 

begun for the Tuesday, Nov. 5 General Election. 

Because Mississippi is not an early voting 

state, only certain persons may vote absentee.

Those eligible to vote by absentee ballot 

include:

Members of  the Armed 

Forces, their spouses and 

their dependents.

Members of  the Merchant 

Marines or the American Red 

RIPLEY - A third man has been sentenced 

after entering guilty pleas in the 2017 shooting 

deaths of  Paul Joel Koster and Ayla Roxanne 

Hopper.

Thomas “T.J.” Hamer, of  Bolivar, Tennessee, 

had been charged with two counts of  capi-

tal murder but pleaded guilty 

to two counts of  manslaugh-

ter on Thursday, Sept. 19 in 

Circuit Court in Oxford. He 

was sentenced to 20 years with 

the Mississippi Department 

of  Corrections on both counts 

to run consecutively, with 10 

years suspended. He will serve 

a total of  30 years.

Hamer was 17 years old at the time of  the 

shootings.

Kedarius Hamer and Nakero Hamer were also 

charged with capital murder in the shootings 

and found guilty earlier this year. They were 

sentenced to life in prison without parole. 

Another man, Terrenz Mason, of  Michigan 

City, was charged with accessory after the fact. 

Mason’s trial date is unknown at this time.

Koster and Hopper were found dead in their 

home on County Road 303 near Walnut on 

July 6, 2017.
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Man with Tippah ties takes biking 

adventure across United States

Falkner Founders’ Day

The Falkner Founders’ Day Celebration was held Friday, Sept. 

27 and Saturday, Sept. 28 in downtown Falkner next to Falkner 

City Hall. Living history was presented along with games, enter-

tainment, contests, prizes, vintage displays and concessions. 

There were arts and craft vendors as well as businesses selling a 

variety of books and gifts. The Cooper School House was open 

for people to tour. Pictured above are members of the quilting 

circle demonstating the art to students on School Day. Below, 

are students enjoying a game of chess during the celebration. 

See additional photos, 8A.
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“You can get in a car and see what man has made. If  

you get on a bicycle, you can see what God has made.”

-- Taken from edsandpetesadventure.home.blog 

Ed and Tru-

dy Herndon 

made a 

stop in Tip-

pah County 

to visit their 

daughter, 

Amanda 

Pannell, 

during 

their cross 

country 

adventure. 

Ed is biking 

from coast 

to coast. 

So far he as 

completed 

2,200 miles 

of the jour-

ney. 


