
County Road 46 to 

close for bridge

project

County Road 46 will be 
closed starting Jan. 21 for 
180 working days. The road is 
being closed for a project that 
involves replacing two bridges, 
said Union County Supervisor 
Chad Coffey.
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Home & AutoJames Rhea, Agent
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• Dairyland
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• Safeway 534-2108

1006 Munsford Drive, Glenfield Exit, New Albany (Open All Day Saturday)

Tina Holt, Agent

Despite the coronavirus pan-
demic, the Union County Library 
is still finding ways to connect 
with the community.

The library currently does not 
allow visitors inside the build-
ing due to the high number of 
Covid-19 cases that have hit the 
state in recent months.

However, that does not mean 
the library is closed for business.

Library staff have come up with 
creative ways to continue to serve 
the people. For instance, peo-
ple can still check out books and 
DVDs through a curbside ser-
vice. The library also continues to 
check out bikes that can be used 
on the Tanglefoot Trail. And peo-
ple can continue to get photo-
copies made as well as send faxes.

But one of the more dynamic 
ways that the library is serving 
the community during this time 
is through a craft program that 
started in July. The “take and 
make” crafts are for children who 
enjoy being creative.

Each morning around 9 a.m., 
library staff sets craft packages on 
the front porch of the library for 
people to pick up for free. There 
are 50 individually wrapped bags 

David Drew Horn has qualified 
to run as a Republican for the 
Ward 2 alderman seat in New Al-
bany.

Horn is the co-owner of Talla-
hatchie Nutrition, which is locat-
ed in downtown New Albany and 
has been open for almost two 
years.

Horn said his father served as 
an alderman in Booneville and 
inspired him to run for office.

“I was raised to have a servant’s 
heart and to always look out for 
other people before you consider 
yourself,” said Horn.

Moreover, Horn said he has 
roots in New Albany. His great 

grandfather and 
great uncle owned 
businesses here, 
he said. He spent a 
lot of time in New 
Albany as a child.

Even though he 
was not born in 
New Albany, “I got 
here as quick as I 

could,” Horn said. “I’ve always 
loved New Albany.”

He said New Albany has many 
things a larger city has but main-
tains a small-town feel. It’s im-
portant to make sure that people 
with strong values and a genuine 
desire for the city to keep moving 
forward are voted into office, he 
said.

There has been significant 

progress in New Albany in the 
past several years, said Horn. 
Ward 2 Alderman Johnny Ander-
son, who is not seeking re-elec-
tion, made a positive impact on 
the community, said Horn.

“I know he’s going to leave 
huge shoes to fill,” said Horn.

Horn said he feels as though 
he is prepared and qualified for 
the position. He said he does not 
want to see a lapse in the city’s 
progress.

“Now’s not the time to drop the 
ball,” Horn said.

Horn graduated from Ole Miss 
with a bachelor’s degree in crim-
inal justice and a minor in busi-
ness.  He later graduated from 
Itawamba Community College 
with a physical therapist assis-

tant degree. He enjoys working in 
the physical therapy field, saying, 
“It’s truly an opportunity to help 
people that are hurt, injured or 
sick and get them back to where 
they were.”

He has been a physical thera-
pist assistant for about 11 years 
and currently works part time at 
New Albany Health & Rehab.

New Albany has also been 
“very receptive” to his small busi-
ness, Tallahatchie Nutrition. He 
said the community has support-
ed the business through the coro-
navirus pandemic. Therefore, the 
business has tried to return the 
favor and give back to the com-
munity.

Ronnie Parker has qualified to 
run as a Republican for the posi-
tion of Ward 4 New Albany alder-
man.

Parker has lived in New Albany 
almost 40 years and is a sales rep-
resentative for Corr-Williams, a 
wholesale grocery company. His 
sales territory includes conve-
nience stores throughout North 
Mississippi. He has worked in 
sales since 1996 and been in the 
wholesale grocery business since 
1985.

Parker said he wants to run for 
alderman because, “I don’t feel 
like we have a voice on our side of 

town.”
He said he is not 

saying anything 
negative about 
who is in office 
currently, but “I 
feel like we need a 
voice on our side 
of town. We need 
more business on 

our side of town.”
Parker added, “There’s noth-

ing wrong with who I am running 
against, but I just think I could 
do better. I just don’t feel like we 
have an ear on our side of town to 
hear what’s going on.”

He said there is a major high-
way running through the area, 
but “it seems like there’s nothing 

happening over here.”
More restaurants are need-

ed “on our side of town,” Parker 
said, adding that people travel-
ling from Ripley and Pontotoc 
need a reason to stop.

“We’ve got a straight shot be-
tween both of those,” he said.

Parker said he has been living 
in his current location for the last 
21 years and that he has not seen 
a lot of change.

“It seems like everything’s go-
ing west on us,” Parker said. “We 
need to balance it out a little bit.”

If elected, he said he would 
give out his phone number so he 
could be accessible to the people.

“I am a people person,” Parker 
said. “I like to solve problems. I 

like to be a help to somebody.”
Parker, who is originally from 

Okolona, said he fell in love with 
New Albany when he moved here 
in 1981.

“The best thing that ever hap-
pened to me was coming to New 
Albany,” he said.

Parker said he is qualified for 
the alderman position because 
he is good at working out peo-
ple’s problems.

“I’ve got a good ear for people’s 
concerns and issues,” he said. “I 
think we should listen to the peo-
ple.”

He understands that he can’t 
please everybody all the time, but 
“we ought to be able to please the 
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Library’s craft program serves community during pandemic
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Union County library employee Alma Hardin assembles craft packets for children. 
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