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By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – The Hous-
ton Lower Elementary 
School offered parents and 
students alike a fun reading 
experience through their 
Family Reading Night.

The program is a monthly 
program held in the gym-
nasium at the lower. Par-
ents can bring their kids 
and there is always some-
one there who will read to 
them. The event also coin-
cides with the PTO meeting 
every month, and parents 
are urged to attend those as 
well.

The event was started in 
2018, and according to one 
of the program’s coordina-

tors, Tina Tabb, it has seen a 
steady increase in attendance 
since then. The average num-
ber of attendees varies by 
month, however.

“Our participation has in-
creased since starting last 
year,” said Tabb. “In August 
of this year, we had about 20 
families and December had 
approximately 46 families.”

December’s program saw 
the children and parents be-
ing read “The Night Before 
Christmas” by none other 
than Santa Claus himself. It 
was a full event, and they had 
to bring more chairs out at a 
steady pace.

The program is funded us-
ing Title I money.

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON --The Houston 
School District School Board 
Thursday night, Dec. 12, ap-
proved a resolution of intent to 
issue $9.25 million in general 
obligation bonds for upgrades 
in student safety “indoors and 
out” and infrastructure im-
provements in district schools, 
Superintendent Tony Cook 
said this week.

Trustees also approved a res-
olution setting a special dis-
trict-wide election Tuesday, 
March 3 on the matter. Sixty 
percent approval is required 
for passage.

The district is in good finan-
cial shape; it does not have any 
open general obligation bonds, 
the superintendent said.

Trustees voted 5-0 to ap-
prove both resolutions. The 
action came during a 6 p.m. 
special called meeting.

The superintendent said if 
approved, proceeds from the 
bond issue would not be used 
to construct any new build-
ings. The district currently 

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – The Houston 
Council of the Arts held their 
inaugural meeting on Tues-
day, Dec. 10 in the new CDF 
building on the square.

The Council of the Arts is a 
non-profit organization who 
will be responsible for getting 
the recently-purchased the-
ater off of the ground.

The people heading up the 
council are Chickasaw Devel-
opment Foundation Director 
Sean Johnson and Janet Coker, 
who has directed many plays 
for Houston High School. 
The group will also attempt 
to bring back the community 

theater, and eventually have it 
land in the theater.

The issue is, renovations 
are not free. That is where the 
council steps in. They are re-
sponsible for finding fund rais-
ing opportunities and raising 
as much money as possible for 
the project. This was one of the 
topics covered at the meeting. 
Among the options mentioned, 
the main one was a spring mu-
sical.

Johnson addressed the coun-
cil about plans for the theater. 
He said that he would like to 
take a simple yet stylistic ap-
proach, and he also said that he 
hopes to have it operational in 

Houston Lower Elementary School encouraging 
early literacy through Family Reading Night

Santa read “T’was the Night Before Christmas” to all of the children present at the Decem-
ber Family Reading Night.

The Tacketts. Front: Chase, Ma-
son and Karleigh; back: Neal, 
Kimberly and Noah.  
They enjoyed the Houlka 
Christmas Parade together and 
wanted to say hello!

Snow falls on the Houston courthouse during a round of winter weather that hit the area on Tuesday, Dec. 10. The weather 
did cause some problems, as all area schools were on a two hour delay on account of hazardous road conditions.

Houston 
trustees seek 
$9.25 million 
bond issue to 
upgrade safety, 
infrastructure

CDF hosted inaugural meeting of Houston Council of the Arts

CDF Director Sean Johnson addressed all present at the meeting and informed them 
about the direction he wants to take with the theater building.

ACS Relay For Life 
interest meeting Jan. 9
n Join the American Cancer 
Society at an interest meet-
ing on Thursday, Jan. 9, at 
5:30 p.m. at First Methodist 
Family Life Center as planning 
for Relay For Life of Chickasaw 
County officially begins. Attend-
ees will learn more about the 
American Cancer Society and 
how Relay For Life of Chicka-
saw County makes an impact 
on cancer in the community. To 
learn more about Relay For Life 
or how you can help celebrate, 
visit RelayForLife.org.

Second Chance
gathers Thursday 
n Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets twice weekly
n Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Floy Dyer Family
Council meets 
n Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate
Friends meets
n The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
meets Tuesday
n Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction or 
recovery; depression or anxiety; 
or recently released from pris-
on, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe 
County. Call 257-9043.

Letters to Santa / 7A

Turn to Literacy, 6A

Turn to School, 6A

Turn to Arts, 6A


