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Fulton’s Rita Chamblee has al-
ways loved sewing. She calls the 
small workshop near her house – 
a space roughly the size of a large 
bedroom or small living area – 
her “happy place.” It’s where she 
makes things.

“I have done curtains and bed-
spreads and stuff,” she said. “I 
love the creativity of it. I love to 
do things and give them to peo-
ple – to help them appreciate 
homemade items … I can come 
out here and sew, and I just make 
whatever someone says they 
want.”

Since mid-March, just as busi-
nesses began closing their doors 
and people started keeping their 
distance from each other, that’s 
been masks. Lots of masks.

Over the past several weeks, the 
retired nurse has turned her long-
time love of sewing into some-
thing potentially lifesaving. She’s 
created hundreds of cloth masks. 
Most, she’s given away to medical 
facilities, nursing homes, doctor’s 
offices, and friends. She’ll give 
them away to people she knows 
can’t afford them, just to promote 
safety.

“I’ve passed out a lot [of 
masks],” she said from a seat at 

her sewing table. A large workta-
ble near the entranceway holds 
tools and pieces of scrap fabric. 
Near one edge is a pile of com-
pleted masks waiting to be given 
away or sold.

She’s got the process down: cut, 
press, attach ear pieces, sew, turn, 
trim. One mask takes about 10 
minutes to complete, and Cham-
blee averages around 70 masks in 
the five-hour blocks she allots for 

the process.
She’s a believer in the impor-

tance of masks, even simple DIY 
ones.

“If I go into a store … I wear a 
mask,” she said, then laughed. 

“And, yeah, they look at me funny 
sometimes.”

Chamblee is far from the only 
Itawambian who’s used her 
knowledge of stitchery to create 
cloth masks during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. Even be-
fore the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control began recommending 
people wear masks in public plac-
es – grocery stores in particular 
– Facebook was filled with posts 
from both amateur and profes-
sional tailors who were piecing 
together masks out of fabric and 
elastic bands, donating their cre-
ations to hospitals and similar 
medical facilities to help protect 
health care workers and selling 
whatever they hadn’t donated to 
help cover costs.

It’s been that way for Chamblee, 
too, who sells whatever masks she 
doesn’t donate for $5 a pop. She 
uses that money to buy materials 
for – what else – more masks.

“It gets pretty costly,” she said. 
It’s gotten more so as the pan-
demic has gone on. As more 
people begin wearing masks to 
go about their daily lives, the ma-
terials to make them, particularly 
elastic for the earpieces, have be-
come scarce and more expensive. 
Mask-makers like Chamblee have 
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‘Wear a mask’
As life continues among the COVID-19 outbreak, more and more 

Itawambians are donning masks to keep themselves and others safe. 

ADAM ARMOUR I THE TIMES

Rita Chamblee sews a mask inside the small workshop near her Fulton home. Chamblee is one of many Itawambians 
who has used her skills with a sewing machine to create masks to help prevent the spread of the virus COVID-19.

Contact Chamblee
Although Chamblee gives away most of her masks to 

health care facilities, she also sells them to individuals 
to help fund the purchase of more materials. If 

you’d like to purchase a mask for $5, contact 
Chamblee at 662-397-5274 or via email at 

rita.chamblee@gmail.com. She 
said she can also be reached via 

her Facebook page.

TURN TO MASKS, 12A


