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» MAGIC AT THE MAGNOLIA

Manager of New Albany’s historic Magnolia Civic Center and 
Cine Theatre introduces new tech to old theater.   Scene, 7A

By TAYLOR VANCE

Daily Journal

JACKSON •  House Speaker Pro 
Tempore Jason White is headlining 
two fundraisers this weekend on 
the Gulf Coast, raising the prospect 
that the Holmes County lawmak-
er could have his sights set on a 
higher legislative position, namely 
speaker of the House.

White, R-West, is the chief 
lieutenant in the House and has 
backed several of House Speaker 
Philip Gunn’s policy initiatives, 
such as changing the state flag and 
slashing the state income tax.

It’s notable that White, who rep-
resents a House district in central 

Mississippi, is the star of fundrais-
ers far away from his district. The 
events beg the question: Is White 
laying the groundwork for a future 
bid for the most prominent role in 
the 122-member House.

The first of the fundraisers is an 
inaugural golf event on May 15-16 
at the Fallen Oak Golf Course at 
the Beau Rivage in Biloxi. The cost 
to participate in the golf event is 
$10,000 per foursome.

The second event is a fundrais-
er at Mississippi GOP Chairman 
Frank Bordeaux’s house in Gulf-
port. The event can range from 
$250 to $1,000 for a person to at-
tend.

Bordeaux told the Daily Journal 

that Republican leaders across the 
board have traditionally helped 
each other with fundraising efforts, 
and the public shouldn’t read too 
much into White’s role at the fund-
raiser.

“Jason and I have become very 
good friends, and he’s been help-
ful to me,” Bordeaux said. “I want 
to be as helpful to him and the Re-
publican leadership in making sure 
that we’re attracting and electing 
good conservative Republicans in 
the House.”

The money from both of the 
fundraisers will go toward the Mis-
sissippi House Leadership Fund, a 

By CALEB MCCLUSKEY

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Janet Gaston is near-
ing the end of her first year repre-
senting Ward 6 on the Tupelo City 
Council, and she feels as if she’s 
still learning something new every 
day.

“The biggest surprise to me was 
how many things the city touch-
es,” she said. “Whether it is Public 
Works, the Development Services 
Department, or Tupelo Water and 
Light, they keep the city going 
24/7. I have a better appreciation 
for what it takes to run the city. It 
gives me a stronger desire to do 

what I can to make the city even 
better.”

With her first year nearly behind 
her, Gaston said she’s excited to 
move forward on a litany of is-
sues. She said one could trace her 
priorities back to drawing more 
people into the city to live or visit. 
Her main focuses included infra-
structure, beautification and rec-
reation.

Beautification efforts  
important to city health

Gaston believes beautification is 
key to building pride in a commu-
nity and a reputation for tourism.

“We have to focus on sprucing 
up our city property landscap-
ing,” she said. “It goes a long way, 
and it is not a major capital in-
vestment.”

Beautification comes in the 
form of litter pickup, landscaping 
and general maintenance of the 
main entrances and thorough-
fares of the city and its neighbor-
hoods.

By WILLIAM MOORE

Daily Journal

TUPELO • A Lee County 
Court Judge has 
dismissed a DUI 
charge against a 
former Tupelo 
Schools adminis-
trator on a techni-
cality.

In December, 
Paul Moton, a for-
mer two-time Ad-
ministrator of the Year 
at Tupelo Public Schools 
District, entered a plea 

of no contest, or “nolo 
contendre,” to driving 
under the influence 
in Tupelo Municipal 

Court. The fol-
lowing week, 
he appealed the 
case to Lee Coun-
ty Court, the next 
higher court.

Following a 
five-hour appeal 
on Wednesday, 
Judge James 

Moore dismissed 

» ANALYSIS

State GOP gives Rep. Jason White fundraising platform

ROGELIO V. SOLIS | ASSOCIATED PRESS

House Speaker Pro Temper Jason White, R-West, speaks to the “Mag-
nolia 1” proposed congressional plan approved by the Joint Congres-
sional Redistricting and Legislative Reapportionment Committees 
following the meeting at the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021, in 
Jackson, Miss.TURN TO ANALYSIS, 2A

Former school 
administrator’s 
DUI dismissed

Moton

 » WARD 6 PRIORITIES UPDATE

Gaston focused on growing 
population, beautification

THOMAS WELLS | DAILY JOURNAL

Motorists pass a sign reminding drivers not to litter along West Jackson Street on May 11, 2022. Clean roadways and improvements to Bal-
lard Park are among the priorities of first-term Councilwoman Janet Gaston, who represents Tupelo’s Ward 6.

 » EDITOR’S NOTE 
• This story is part of an ongoing series 

highlighting the priorities of each member of 
the Tupelo City Council.

By TAYLOR VANCE

Daily Journal

JACKSON •  Despite 
his claim to the 
contrary, Stacey 
Pickering did re-
sign his post as 
director of the 
state Veterans 
Affairs Board last 
week, according 
to a Northeast 
Mississippi law-
maker who cited 
direct informa-
tion from the 
agency.

House Mil-
itary Affairs 
Chairman Lester 
“Bubba” Car-
penter, R-Burnsville, 

told the Daily Journal 
that a member of the 
Veterans Affairs Board 
contacted him on Sat-

urday to inform 
him that Picker-
ing and Melissa 
Wade, the agen-
cy’s chief of staff, 
had resigned 
from the agency.

“I’ve just been 
told that Stacey 
is not at the helm 
anymore,” Car-
penter said. “But 
other than that, I 
don’t know any-
more than you 
do.”

C a r p e n t e r ’ s 

House chairman told 
Pickering resigned 
from state VA board

Carpenter

Pickering
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