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By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

He was a John Deere man with a 
dog named Jack.

“Corky loved being on his tractor 
and he loved that dog,” his wife Pau-
line Barnett said with tearful emo-
tion. “His garden, his cows, cutting 
and baling hay, he loved it all. We 
prayed for a miracle, but a miracle 
didn’t come.”

Corky Barnett died from 
COVID-19 on September 9, only a 
few weeks shy of his 77th birthday. In 
early August, he was helping a friend 
in the hayfields and developed a per-
sistent cough. The couple was tested 
for COVID-19 the following day.

“We went together, we both were 
tested and we both tested positive. 
That was on Aug. 10 and we got the 
infusion on Aug. 11,” Pauline Barnett 
said. “I never had any symptoms, 
not even one, but Corky’s cough 

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

City of Fulton Police 
Department officials be-
lieve skeletal remains 
found near the Tilden 
Community on Mon-
day, Oct. 4, are those of a 
25-year-old Fulton man 
who has been missing 
since early 2020.

According to Itawam-
ba County Sheriff Chris 
Dickinson, the remains 
discovered off of High-
way 25 are believed to be 
those of Marc Cobb, who 
disappeared from Fulton 
on Jan. 12, 2020. Dick-
inson said the remains 
were discovered by two 
youths tracking a coyote 

into the area.
After the discovery of 

the remains was reported 
to him, Dickinson noti-
fied the Fulton Police De-
partment, who has been 
working the Cobb case 
since he went missing.

In a press release on 
Tuesday, Fulton Police 
Chief Mitch Nabors stat-
ed his department is ac-
tively working on the case 
along with the Itawamba 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Mississippi Bu-
reau of Investigation.

“The death is still un-
der investigation, but 
we believe this to be the 
remains of Marc Cobb,” 
Nabors said in his state-
ment.

Cobb was last seen at 
American’s Inn in Fulton, 
where he lived. He was 
reported missing by his 
sister on Jan. 14 when she 
could not locate Cobb at 
his residence. Cobb’s fa-
ther, Harold Cobb, said 
they suspected some-
thing was wrong when 
his son failed to show up 
for work that day. Cobb 
was employed by Max 
Home, also located off 
Access Road in Fulton.

Marc Cobb had no ve-
hicle and never picked up 

his last paycheck from his 
employer.

In the days following 
Cobb’s disappearance, 
Fulton Police Depart-
ment conducted several 
searches in and around 
the area where he was 
last seen. Those searches 
failed to yield clues to his 
whereabouts.

The remains have been 
sent to the Mississippi 
Crime Lab in Jackson for 
official identification.

teresa.blake@djournal.com

By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times

The American Red 
Cross is currently ac-
cepting applications 
for volunteers in the 
Itawamba County area 
throughout all lines of 
service.

Since its establish-
ment in May of 1881, 
the American Red Cross 
has been dedicated to 
providing help to those 
in need through a net-
work of volunteers, do-
nors and partners. The 
most efficient way to 
do that is through local 
community volunteers.

“As of right now, vol-
unteers are having to 
come in from other ar-
eas,” explained Ameri-
can Red Cross Disaster 
Program Manager Gail 
Thompson. “In wide-
spread disaster situa-
tions, volunteers can’t 
be spared. That’s why 
it’s important to have 
people in place in each 

community.”
Thompson explained 

that the Red Cross has 
five lines of service: life-
saving blood, disaster 
relief, training and cer-
tification, military fam-
ilies, and international 
services. As the timing 
of emergencies and di-
sasters is unpredictable, 
volunteers must be will-
ing to answer calls any-
time, including week-
ends and late at night.

“We’re looking for 
people who are will-
ing to go out at night, 
on the weekend, and 
likely in bad weather,” 
said Thompson. “You’ll 
be meeting with peo-
ple who are having the 
worst day of their life 
and providing them as-
sistance.”

Volunteers are need-
ed in all five lines of 
services. Each line re-
quires a different skill 
set, so no matter what 

By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times

The Itawamba County 
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved purchases for the 
new 911 facility located 
at the new Itawamba 
County Jail site at their 
most recent meeting on 
Monday, Oct. 4.

According to Itawam-
ba County Emergency 
Management Coordina-
tor Patrick Homan, the 
total price for the oper-
ating equipment which 
includes the necessary 
computers, maps with 
editing software, a mo-
bile radio dispatch box 
to allow dispatchers to 
work off site in the event 
of a major emergency 
and more, comes to ap-
proximately $564,333.29 
including a warranty. Of 
that amount, approxi-
mately $380,000 will be 
paid for by grants that 
have been procured by 
Homan.

“In five years, we’ll 
need to do a hardware 
refresh,” Homan told the 
board. “They’ll comes in 

and replace the old com-
puters with new com-
puters, and then we can 
turn around and redo 
this again for five years if 
we want to.”

He added that once 
the hardware is updat-
ed, the company will 
refresh the software as 
well. Homan said be-
lieved the county could 
get 15 years of service 
from the new system 
after a second hardware 
refresh. The equipment 
is expected to start arriv-
ing in November.

Itawamba County 
Sheriff Chris Dickinson 
addressed the board with 
a request to sell three ve-
hicles–a Ford Explorer, a 
Ford Taurus, and a Ford 
Crown Victoria – which 
are currently being used 
by the sheriff’s depart-
ment. The sheriff told the 
board he had located a 
2018 Ford Explorer that 
he would like to buy for 
the department using the 
money gained from that 
sale. The sheriff’s request 
to sell the vehicles was 
approved.

Skeletal remains 
found last week  
believed to be 
those of missing 
Fulton man
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Corky Barnett died from COVID-19 on September 9, only a few weeks shy of his 77th 
birthday. Pauline Barnett said her husband’s battle with the virus was unexpected 
after the two had been vaccinated and taken the infusions.
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