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Festive 4th set for Pontotoc, Sherman
Galen Holley
Pontotoc Progress

The blazing heat never prevents 
Pontotoc County residents from 
enjoying food, fun, and fellowship 
during the annual Fourth of July fes-
tivities.

Pontotoc and Sherman are set to 
honor Independence Day-on the ac-
tual day, July 4--with parades, fire-
works, and good eats.

“There’s no registration, no fee, 
just bring kids, dressed-up in red, 
white, and blue, and maybe a vehi-
cle, and join in the parade,” said El-
len Russell, director of the Pontotoc 
Main Street Association and Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Patriotic and punctual folks are 
invited to gather in the Pontotoc Ju-
nior High School parking lot, by the 
tennis courts, decorate their vehicles 
and children, and get ready to pa-
rade down Main Street, Russell said.

The parade starts promptly, at 10 
a.m. It will move south, around the 
Courthouse Square, and end where 
it began.

“Skateboards, four-wheelers, 
cars, wagons—we’ve even had a 
boat,” said Russell. “Anything rea-
sonable and safe. We welcome ev-
eryone, of all ages, to participate.”

After the heat of the day, the cele-
bration resumes at Howard Stafford 
Park.

At 7 p.m., city, county, and state 
representatives will offer a brief 
welcome, then step aside for the 
singing of the National Anthem 
and fireworks. Legend of the Blues, 
fronted by Thaxton’s Barney Harris, 
will entertain the crowd. Vendors 
will open at 3 p.m., selling shaved-
ice, along with hotdogs, hamburg-
ers, and all the festive fare of sum-
mertime.

Photo by David Helms
With temperatures in the low-nineties last week, these youngsters found refuge from the heat in the splash pad at Howard 
Stafford Park in Pontotoc. The splash pad will be a favorite spot for cool fun during tomorrow’s Fourth of July activities at 
the park. The fireworks show begins at 9 p.m.  

It’s magic!

Courtesy photo
David Strange wowed hundreds of children at the Pontotoc County Library last 
week with this magic show. The final two Wednesday programs are set for July 
10 when G&J Petting Zoo will bring an array of zoo animals for you to pet and 
July 17 Natchez Trace Park Ranger will be there. These will begin at 10 a.m. at the 
Library. If you are keeping up with your reading record it needs to be eturned by 
July 10 to be eligible for Prize Drawings. Each time you come to the library and 
check out books, your name will be placed in the drawing one time, and if you 
complete and return the record, your name will be placed in the drawing 10 times.

See Festive page 16A

Police chief outlines parking plan for 
fireworks show at Howard Stafford Park

Man killed Monday night in  
shootout with officers following high 
speed chase, investigation ongoing

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc Police Chief Randy 
Tutor this week reminded resi-
dents and visitors of new parking 
rules for tomorrow night’s Fourth 
of July celebration and fireworks 
show at Howard Stafford Park in 

Pontotoc. 
Chief Tutor said that NO park-

ing will be allowed along the sides 
of Lake Drive, which is the only 
road leading into and out of How-
ard Stafford Park.

In years past cars were allowed 
to park along the sides of Lake 
Drive as long as they were headed 
out towards Highway 9.

“This year we’re not going to 
allow any parking along the sides 
of Lake Drive,” Chief Tutor said. 
“We need to keep both lanes of 
Lake Drive clear so if we have any 
type of emergency at the park. The 
past couple of years we’ve needed 
an ambulance out there just from 

See Police page 16A

Sheriff’s 
dept. reports 

37 felony 
arrests

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc County Sheriff Leo 
Mask last week reported 39 fel-
ony arrests which were made 
during April 22 and June 21.

Defendants arrested and their 
respective charge(s) included:

- Justin Deen, of Highway 9 
south, Pontotoc; charged with 
rape, child molesting, tamper-
ing with physical evidence and 
two counts of sexual battery; 
bond set at $175,000;

- Franklin Gregory, of Nelle 
Street, Tupelo; charged with 
felony possession of a weapon; 
bond set at $5,000;

- Zadarious Hallman, of 
Moorman Road, Pontotoc; 
charged with burglary of a 
dwelling; bond set at $5,000;

- Ronnie Jones, of County 
Road 1150, Booneville; charged 
with burglary of a dwelling, 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and two counts of felony 
taking of a vehicle; bond set at 
$15,000;

- Austin Loyd, of Hebron 
Road, Pontotoc; charged with 
burglary of a dwelling; bond set 
at $5,000;

- Latasha Marshall, of Hig-
gins Trail, Pontotoc; charged 
with aggravated domestic vio-
lence; bond set at $5,000;

- Dillon Mays, of Garden 
Creek, Tupelo; charged with 
two counts of possession of a 

See Sheriff’s page 16A

Monday, July 8, is deadline to  
register to vote in primaries

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Monday, July 8, is the deadline 
to register to vote in the upcom-
ing August 6 Primary Elections.

Applicants who register in 
person in the Pontotoc Coun-
ty Ciruic Clerk’s office no later 
than 5 p.m. on Monday, July 8, 

and those who mail registration 
applications post-marked no later 
than July 8 are edible to vote in 
the August Primary Elections.

Also, the Pontotoc County Cir-
cuit Clerk’s office will be open 
on Saturday, July 6, from 8 a..m. 
until 12 noon for voter registra-
tion.

Absentee voting is also ongo-
ing in the circuit clerk’s office.

The Pontotoc County Circuit 
Clerk’s office will be closed on 
Thursday, July 4, and Friday, July 
5, for observance of the Fourth of 
July holiday.

Tuesday, August 6, is Primary 
Election Day for statewide, state 
district, legislative, county and 
county district offices. Polling 
places will be open from 7 a.m. 
until 7 p.m.

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

The Mississippi Bureau of 

Investigation is continuing to 
investigate a shooting death in 
Pontotoc County Monday (July 1) 
night when a man was killed after 
opening fire on law enforcement 

officials.
The shooting incident occurred 

outside the Pontotoc City Lim-

See Man page 16A


