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Chickasaw County contracts with new
ambulance service provider
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

From Joy Deason, career coach
at Houston High School. She
stopped by to talk to us about
the internship program, and
wanted to wish everyone a
good morning.

www.chickasawjournal.com

HOUSTON • The Chickasaw
County Board of Supervisors
made the decision during their
meeting on Nov. 17, to contract
with Shoals Priority/Baptist
Ambulance Service.
Shoals is provided through
Baptist, and will have two ambulances in the county. One is

stationed in Houston and the
other in Okolona, as was the
arrangement with the previous
provider as well.
The contract is for a period
of five years, beginning Dec.
1, 2020, and running through
Dec. 1, 2025.
The total cost of the contract
is $120,000.
Previously, the county had
been contracted with CareMed

ambulance services.
However, many, including
emergency personnel, have
voiced their dissatisfaction
with the services being provided to the county in the
past, prompting them to look
elsewhere when considering
whether to renew the current
contract. The main concern
voiced in the past has been
ambulances being unavailable

many times, and having to try
and get ambulances from another county.
Chickasaw County Fire Coordinator Jonathan Blankenship
said that he looks forward to
the new service, and he hopes it
will be a good fit for the county.
“First, I appreciate CareMed
working with Chickasaw Coun-
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HOULKA FEEDS STUDENTS DURING VIRTUAL CLASSES

Newsbriefs
Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery
meets every Thursday at the
Community Center on Park
Street in Houston. Come, hear
and see. Call Steve at 6319113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery meets
every Wednesday night at 6:00
p.m. at Pearson Chapel Church
of the Nazarene, 512 County
Road 24, Houston, MS.Everyone is welcome. Childcare is
provided. Contact Brian Gann
at 662-456-6442 for more
information.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends,
a support group for families
who have suffered the death
of a child of any age, is open
to parents, step-parents,
grandparents and siblings. For
details visit www.compassionatefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support
group for women in addiction
or recovery; depression or
anxiety; or recently released
from prison, meets Tuesdays at
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries
of Monroe County. Call 2579043.

Road Closure
• Chickasaw Public Works advises a temporary road closure
of a section of County Road
413. Two Chickasaw County
bridges will undergo repair
starting Nov. 3. The two bridges are located east of Davis
Lake between the Owl Creek
Indian Mounds and west of
the Natchez Trace Parkway on
County Road 413. This section
of CR 413 will be closed for an
undetermined amount of time.
Detours are available.
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The cafeteria staff at Houlka Attendance Center handed out meals for students during the virtual learning where students are at home. The students were sent to virtual
learning after a spike in cases at the school. Pictured from left is Letitia Calabrese, April Haley, Dee Holsey, Jakia Deale and Sherell Griffin.

Houston Christmas Parade still on, scheduled for Dec. 1
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The Houston Board
of Aldermen voted in favor of
continuing as planned with the
Christmas parade.
The parade is scheduled to
take place on Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m.
The route this year will be the
same as it always is.
The coordinators of the event
as well as the Board of Aldermen
are urging all in attendance to

mas for the kids mainly.”
He also explained why they
wanted to go ahead with the parade, despite many surrounding
areas canceling their parades.
“I feel like we need to do this
parade. First of all, it is our 70th
parade, and I feel like with as
much stuff has been going on
this year, that this is something
that we can do to get back to our
normal selves. So I feel like we
need to do it just for that.”
Any person of group inter-

ested in participating in the parade can pick up an application
at City Hall and turn it back in
there. There is a $10 fee to register.
The city has received interest
from floats that were participating in surrounding areas that
have canceled their parades,
inquiring about participating
in Houston’s, so they are hopeful that these, paired with local
floats will make for good participation this year.

Runoff results to be published in Dec. 2
Chickasaw Journal, online
By Robert Scott
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follow the guidelines and practice good judgment when it
comes to safety while viewing
the parade.
“People have got to be smart,”
said John Gravat, Parks and
Recreation Director and one of
the coordinators of the parade.
“If you have been sick, or you
are supposed to be in quarantine, please stay at home. It is
just something for the families
to get out and get their kids out,
this is part of the joy of Christ-

Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The election for
District 5 Supervisor was held
on Tuesday, Nov. 24, however,
due to the printing schedule of
the Chickasaw Journal, the results will not be printed until
the Dec. 2 issue.
The runoff was between Margaret Futral and Kieth Jernigan.
Futral previously ran for the
seat last November ultimate-

ly lost in the run off to Lamon
Griggs.
Jernigan has been a teacher and coach at the Houston
School District for years.
The results will, however,
be available on the Chickasaw
Journal website before the Dec.
2, issue.
Futral was the leader after
the initial election Nov. 3. She
brought in 375 votes, putting
her 30 votes ahead of Jernigan,
who received 345.

It was a close race heading
into absentee counting, with
Futral leading Jernigan by
roughly 20 votes, and Jernigan
leading the third place Hank
Harrington by 19 votes, though
the absentee vote would not
prove enough for any change
to occur and the two were cemented in the runoff.
The race for the seat had six
candidates, and was expected
to go to a runoff.
The purpose of the election

is to fill the seat vacated by the
death of Supervisor James Russell “Wolfie” King in June. King
was elected in November 2019,
for a term of four years, however, he passed in office. When he
died, his wife Robin King was
chosen to act as an interim supervisor until an election could
be held.
The candidate elected this
time will serve the remainder
of the four year term that King
started.

