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Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 
p.m. at Faith Outreach Church, 
272 McDonald St., Okolona. 
Contact Danny at 662-610-
5578 for more information.

Floy Dyer Family

• Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call 
Floy Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tuesdays at 
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries 
of Monroe County. Call 257-
9043.

Chickasaw County held successful mask handout events
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

CHICKASAW • The Chickasaw 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency held three mask 
handout events last week.

The handouts were held in 
each of the three towns of Hous-
ton, Houlka and Okolona, and 
were held in conjunction with 
the local governments of each.

The first handout was in 
Houston at the Chickasaw 
County Agri-Center, on Tues-
day, June 16. It lasted for four 
hours, however, people were 
lining up before it even began.

According to EMA Direc-
tor Linda Griffin, there was a 
steady flow of vehicles coming 
through.

There were other volunteers 
as well. They included, Hous-
ton Alderlady, Willie Mae McK-
inney, who was representing 
the City of Houston, Chickasaw 
County Chancery Clerk, Tiffany 
Lovvorn, who was representing 
the county, Jo Cross of Houlka, 
Angie Abrams of the Agri-Cen-
ter and representatives of the 
Chickasaw County Health De-
partment.

Masks were provided by the 
State to each county based on 
population, and they were to be 
given out to citizens in an effort 
to stem the spread of COVID-19 
in Mississippi.

Each county got to decide how 
to best get the masks to the pub- Photo by Robert Scott | Chickasaw Journal

Linda Griffin (left) and Jo Cross explain how to properly wear the masks to the 
driver of the vehicle after giving him his masks.

Photo by Robert Scott | Chickasaw Journal

Frank Pemper places the flags in the fire to retire them.
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Chickasaw Journal 
temporarily 

suspends free 
papers to Houlka, 

Mantee, continuing 
requestor drive

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Due to the recent 
financial struggles faced by 
many because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Chickasaw Jour-
nal has suspended free papers 
for Houlka and Mantee.

There have been many calls 
about this, and to clarify, this 
is completely unrelated to the 
current requestor drive that is 
currently going on.

Instead, there has been a drop 
in advertising revenue to the 
extent that there is not enough 
money to print those papers for 
free distribution. This is only 
temporary, and papers are ex-
pected to resume in these areas 
soon, however, there is no set 
timetable as to when.

The requestors which are 
currently being collected by the 
Chickasaw Journal are still be-
ing collected.

The forms that are received 
will not immediately begin to 
receive a free paper. The paper 
has to collect 4,500 requestors, 
half of the county’s population, 
before February 2021. At that 
point, if the needed number 
of forms have been received, 

Houston Merchant’s Association Releases 
“Downtown Dollars”

Special to the Chickasaw Journal

Shoppers in Houston should 
save their receipts from down-
town businesses this week 
to take advantage of the new 
“Downtown Dollars” program.

The new program, adminis-
tered by the Greater Houston 
Merchants’ Association and 
Chickasaw Development Foun-
dation, will provide $10 gift cer-
tificates to participating busi-
nesses to everyone who brings 
in $100 worth of receipts from 
participating Houston busi-
nesses.

“We just thought this would 
be a good way to reward and en-
courage shopping locally”, said 
Sean Johnson.

Participating merchants in-
clude: Gann’s Clothing, The Bus 

Stop, Salon 101, Down Yonder 
Boutique, Casey & Company, 
Trendy House, Tiny Sisters, 
Houston Family Pharmacy, 
Pearson’s Drug Store, Out of the 
Attic Antiques, Saxon’s Drive In, 
Ava Michaels Boutique, Unique 
Collectables, and Daisy’s on the 

Square (which includes Gather, 
Prairie Roads and Dixie Diner).

Shoppers spending $100 or 
more between all of these mer-
chants will receive ten “Down-
town Dollars” for every $100 
spent. Shoppers should save 
their receipts from participating 

businesses, and once they reach 
the $100 mark, they can take 
to the CDF and be given a gift 
certificate. The gift certificate is 
good at any of the participating 
businesses.

The program is funded 
through a Chickasaw Develop-
ment Foundation grant from 
CoBank and NTEPA.

“This is the first event from 
this new merchants’ associa-
tion. Hopefully it will be a win-
win for everyone; rewarding 
those who shop locally, and 
helping out our local shops,” 
said Johnson.

For more information, call the 
Chickasaw Development Foun-
dation at 662-316-9557 or speak 
with Greater Houston Mer-
chant’s Association president, 
Cliff Waters at The Bus Stop.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured is an example of one of the “Downtown Dollar” certificates.
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Annual flag retirement 
ceremony held at VFW

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Members of the 
Houston Veterans of Foreign 
Wars chapter gathered together 
last Monday to give “Old Glory” 
a proper send-off.

This year marked the 16th 
flag retirement ceremony, and 
despite the current problems 
faced by many, the public 
showed up in support of the 
event.

Cara Chisolm, one of the 
coordinators of the event ad-

dressed everyone present with 
a little bit of history about the 
ceremony and its meaning.

“The flag is a symbol of our 
country,” she said. “The flag 
should be treated with respect 
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