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Good

MorninG

From Tripp Ellison, 9, Job Atkin-
son, 8, and Cohen Kilgore, 9, 
who came out to cheer on the 
Lady Toppers on Friday night.
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Road Closures
• A section of County Road 
405 is closed due to bridge 
repair east of Thorn Gro-
cery. The road was closed on 
March 11, and is projected to 
stay closed for 4-6 weeks. 
Alternate routes include County 
Roads 43, 424 and 20.
• There is a temporary road 
closure in Houlka on County 
Road 4 starting at Highway 32 
going south to ½ mile south of 
Skuna River bridge. It closed 
on Friday, Jan. 29 at noon and 
will be closed until further 
notice for repair.
• County Road 150 south of 
Hwy 32 in Okolona remains 
closed

Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Wednesday night at 6:00 
p.m. at Pearson Chapel Church 
of the Nazarene, 512 County 
Road 24, Houston, MS. Every-
one is welcome. Childcare is 
provided. Contact Brian Gann 
at 662-456-6442 for more 
information.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tuesdays at 
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries 
of Monroe County. Call 257-
9043.

Okolona runoffs slated for April 27
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

OKOLONA • As the dust settles 
from the primary elections held 
two weeks ago, voters in Okolo-
na are prepping to head to the 
polls again, this time to cast 
their ballots to decide the win-
ners of the runoff races.

There were two races that 
will be holding runoff elections 
next week. They include Ward 
1 Alderman and Ward 6 Alder-
man.

In Ward 1, the incumbent 
Jesse Carouthers did not make 
it to the runoff, instead, Dor-
ris Ann-Lowe Bailey and Sarah 
Bean will face off.

The vote counts included:
Doris Ann-Lowe Bailey – 46
Sarah Bean – 27
Ward 6 saw the incumbent 

make it into the runoff, with 
Shirley Bogan advancing to 
face off against Corey Young.

The vote counts for that race 
included:

Bogan – 48

Young – 34
These are the only runoffs 

being held in Chickasaw as 
Houston will not have any rac-
es on the ballot again until the 
general election in June and 
Houlka and Woodland already 
have their boards decided as all 
of the candidates were running 
unopposed.

Hughes named BBEF Scholarship award recipient
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

OKOLONA • Valencia Hughes, 
a graduating senior at Okolona 
High School, has been named 
the recipient of the Beautiful 
Beginnings Education Founda-
tion Scholarship.

Hughes is the daughter of 
George Spragin and the late 
Anzella Hughes. She current-
ly holds a 4.0 G.P.A while she 
is also enrolled in dual credit 
courses.

Her plans after High School 
include attending college to 
major in Diagnostic Medical So-
nography and to become an Ul-
trasound Technician focusing 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
At Okolona High, she has been 
awarded numerous academic 
honors that include: Salutatori-
an of her graduating class, All A 
Honor Roll, Highest Average in

Language Arts, Citizenship 
Award, highest score on the 
CPAS Health Science Exam and 
numerous other scholarships.

Hughes is also active in extra 
curricular activities, participat-
ing in BETA Club, HOSA (State 

Secretary) and FCCLA.
She cares deeply about her 

community and volunteers at 
the local Community Health 
Fair, Shearer-Richardson Nurs-
ing Home, and also the North 
Mississippi Medical Center 
Child Care Facility. She also en-
joys singing in her church choir, 
reading, exploring new things 
and helping others.

The Beautiful Beginnings 
Education Foundation (BBEF) 
is dedicated to helping youth 
in the targeted community of 
Okolona, MS to attend and suc-
ceed in the educational arena. 
The belief that “every child can 
and will learn with the prop-
er educational resources” is 
echoed throughout the Foun-
dation’s mission.

The $1,000 scholarship has 
been awarded to Hughes based 
upon various criteria, such as 
high academic merit, and com-
munity involvement. The schol-
arship criteria reflects the values 
and goals of the founder of the 
award, Brittanie Elliott-Gary, 
a graduate of Okolona High 
School.
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Pictured is Valencia Hughes, Award Recipient (L) and Brittanie Elliott-Gary, Schol-
arship Founder.
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McKenzie Bivens was chosen as a 
semifinalist in the SBE Representa-
tive Program.

Houston’s 
Bivens 

named as 
semifinalist in 
SBE program

Special to the Chickasaw Journal

JACKSON • The Mississip-
pi State Board of Education 
(SBE) has selected 10 semifi-
nalists to serve as the SBE ju-
nior student representative 
in the 2021-22 school year, 
including a student from 
Houston High School.

McKenzie Bivens was se-
lected as a semifinalist for 
the SBE program. 

The SBE student represen-
tative program includes one 

Turn to Bivens, 5A

Heritage museum got  
surprise donation
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The Chickasaw County Heritage Museum received a donation of a 1927 Ford from Mrs. Peggy Dudley in Calhoun City. James 
E. Clark was doing work for her in 2015 when he noticed the car and asked about it. She said that it was her husband’s pride 
and joy when he was alive, and that it had been sitting there since his death. She eventually decided to donate it to the 
museum. After an extended stay in a garage, the museum was finally able to get their newest edition this  month. Pictured is 
Clark with the 1927 Ford.


