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By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times

FULTON- Governor 
Tate Reeves made a stop 
at Max Home in Fulton 
on Tuesday to take a tour 
of the facility with Chief 
Operating Officer Bru-
no Policicchio and Chief 
Financial Officer Larry 
Gentry.

Since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Max Home has been 
rocked by setbacks, but 
Policicchio says their 
team has “transitioned 
beautifully”.

“It’s been a journey,” 
he said. “From being shut 
down, to making gowns 
and masks, and then 
slowly starting back up 
production.”

“We were glad to be 

able to help a lot of lo-
cal doctor’s offices when 
there was a shortage of 
PPE,” said Gentry.

Policicchio added that 
they’re currently navi-
gating production with 
the effects of inflation as 
well as a shortage of foam 
products and, like many 
local industries, employ-
ees.

“We could use anoth-
er 50-100 people, but we 
have a great core group of 
employees that we’re very 
thankful for,” said Policic-
chio. “They stood up to 
the challenge and did ev-
erything possible to get us 
through. No excuses, just 

got to it.”
Before the tour began, 

he briefly spoke with 
Reeves and other county 
officials about the chal-
lenges they have faced 
over the past eighteen 
months as well as those 
they are still facing today.

When Reeves inquired 
about the number of 
employees, the COO in-
formed him that they 
had over 900 employees 
before the pandemic and 
during the most recent 
pay period had paid just 
under 600 people. Policic-
chio said they had seen a 
slight uptick in applicants 
since the Governor chose 

to end extra federal un-
employment benefits.

“Our economic recov-
ery depends on getting 

people back to work,” 
said Gov. Reeves.

Gov. Reeves tours Max Home in Fulton

CAITLIN PARKER | THE TIMES

Max Home COO Bruno Policicchio shows Gov. Reeves through the Max Home facility on Access 
Road in Fulton.

“Our economic recovery depends on 
getting people back to work,” said Gov. 
Reeves.
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Royal arrival – The entry gates to the former home of Tammy Wynette have arrived at Tammy 
Wynette Legacy Center (TWLC) in Tremont. The gates were donated to the center by the current 
homeowner and have undergone extensive work to bring them back to their “First Lady Acres” 
beauty. TWLC board members Larry Cantrell, Holly Ford, and Agnes Wilson were on hand when 
the delivery was made by David Pearce, Matt Pearce and Loden Grissom of Pro Tool. Only a 
sneak peak of the newly acquired memorabilia was given to media. Cantrell said the finished 
gates will be revealed during a special event in mid-July.

HONORING THE FIRST LADY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

By CAITLIN PARKER
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After a special held 
meeting on June 15, 
Itawamba County School 
District will see some 
shuffling of familiar faces 
to different places when 
the 2021-2022 school year 
begins in August.

Several administrative 
changes will take place 
at Itawamba Attendance 
Center (IAC). According 
to Itawamba County Su-
perintendent Trae Wiygul, 
due to the high number of 
students enrolled, grades 
kindergarten through fifth 
and sixth through eighth 
grades will now be split 
administratively with each 
having its own designat-

ed principal and assistant 
principal.

Former IAC Assistant 
Principal Ashley Greer will 
replace Dr. Terry Harbin 
as the K-5 principal. Har-
bin left the position after 
being formally named as 
the new principal at Mi-
lam Elementary School by 
the Tupelo District Board 
of Trustees in late May.

Matthew Pharr was 
named as K-5 assistant 
principal replacing Greer. 
Pharr previously taught 
sixth grade at Mantachie 
Elementary School. He 
was named Itawamba 
County School District 
Teacher of the Year in 
2019.

Dorsey Attendance 
Center (DAC) Principal 

Carson Cook will step into 
the newly created role of 
6-8 grade principal at IAC. 
Cook has led the school 
since 2014. Under his and 
Assistant Principal Dr. 
Karen Gray’s leadership, 
DAC improved from a 
“D” school rating to a “B” 
where it currently stands.

Joining Cook at IAC 
as the assistant princi-
pal for grades 6-8 will be 
Kevin Armstrong. He will 
be leaving his position 
as assistant principal at 
Itawamba Agricultural 
High School (IAHS).

Armstrong’s position at 
IAHS will be filled dually 
by IAHS English teacher 
and Scholars Bowl Coach, 

School board approves new 
administration

By CAITLIN PARKER
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The Mississippi De-
partment of Education 
has set some new guide-
lines regarding early re-
lease for high school se-
niors that will affect many 
of Itawamba County’s se-
nior students.

According to the new 
guidance, in order to 
qualify for early release, 
students must meet all 
College and Career Read-
iness Benchmarks (in-
cluding ACT sub scores 
of 17 in English and 19 in 
Math) or have earned a 

Silver level on ACT Work-
Keys test. Alternatively a 
student must meet ALL of 
the following:

• Have a 2.5 GPA
• Passed or met all 

MAAP assessments re-
quirements for gradua-
tion

• On track to meet di-
ploma requirements

• Concurrently en-
rolled in Essentials for 
College Math or Essen-
tials for College Literacy 
OR SREB Math Ready or 
SREB Literacy Ready

In response to this new 
guidance, Superinten-
dent Trae Wiygul told the 

Times that they are work-
ing to schedule a date in 
July when students who 
don’t qualify for early 
release under the new 
guidelines can come to 
the Itawamba Career 
and Technical Center to 
take the WorkKeys test. 
Students MUST secure a 
Silver level on the test in 
order to qualify for early 
leave.

Board members, as 
well as administrators, 
raised concerns that 
these new guidelines 
(which would affect over 

MDE sets new guidance 
for seniors 

By TERESA BLAKE
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A Fulton man has been sentenced to 35 
years in prison after a two-day trial last week.

Anton Colburn, 46, was sentenced by 
Senior Circuit Court Judge Paul Funder-
burk on Friday, June 18, for the sale of 
methamphetamine within 1500 feet of a 
church.

The trial began on Monday, June 17 
with jury selection and ended with an 
Itawamba County Jury finding Colburn 
guilty the following day. Assistant District 
Attorney David Daniels and First Circuit 
District Attorney John Weddle prosecut-
ed the case for the State.

According to a press release from Wed-
dle’s office, Judge Funderburk based his 
sentence, in part, on Colburn’s multiple 

prior convictions and his 
multiple chances to remain 
free after release on parole. 
Judge Funderburk noted 
that Colburn began his crim-
inal history at the age of 23.

Colburn was indicted in 
this case by an Itawamba 
County Grand Jury as a ha-
bitual offender, which ex-

posed him to a 40-year day-for-day sen-
tence. However, due to a recent Criminal 
Justice Reform Bill passed by the Missis-
sippi State Legislature, one of Colburn’s 
prior convictions could no longer operate 
to force the habitual sentence.

Fulton Police Chief Mitch Nabors said 
the investigation was a combined effort 
between the Fulton Police Department 
and the North Mississippi Narcotics Unit.

Fulton man sentenced 
to 35 years

Anton Col-
burn
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