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ASHLAND - A historical marker 

was placed at the old Benton County 

courthouse nearly two weeks ago after 

four months of  the application process. 

The Ashland-Benton County Pres-

ervation Commission applied for a 

historical marker for the courthouse 

through a program offered by Missis-

sippi Department of  Archives and 

History. Donations by citizens and yearly 

benefit activities made it possible for 

the payment of  this marker.

“This is something we looked forward 

to for quite some time,” said Stanley 

Childers, President of  the Ashland-Ben-

ton County Preservation Committee. 

“It all worked out for us. The plan went 

real well. The commission we made 

off  of  our fundraisers paid for the 

historical marker. We are extremely 

proud of  that. It makes us all feel good. 

It is a beautiful marker.”

Benton County was established in 

1870. The land on which the courthouse is 

located was donated by Lewis J. McDon-

ald in 1871. Construction began and 

the courthouse was completed in 1873. 

George Wilson Patrick designed the 

courthouse for Benton County, along 

with the courthouse in Tippah County.

Board member of  the Preservation 

Committee, Janet Jones sought after 

and researched facts to confirm the 

information that is on the marker 

with the help of  Childers. Marlene 

McKenzie, the Benton County Chan-

cery Court Clerk, was able to locate 

and provide the original land deed 

where McDonald donated the land 

for the courthouse, town square and 

ASHLAND -- A number of  cases were 

heard during the July 2019 term of  Benton 

County Circuit Court. The results of  those 

cases are as follows:

Cedric Davis – Davis entered a guilty 

plea on charges of  Count 1 Fleeing Law 

Enforcement. Count 2 Simple Assault 

on Officer was retired to file. He was sen-

tenced to five years in custody of  the Mis-

sissippi Department of  Corrections; that 

five years suspended; and placed on post 

release supervision, condition of  365 day 

right of  review. He was ordered to pay 

$534.50 in court costs, $100 to the District 

Attorney’s office, $2,000 to restitution and 

$500 bond fee.

Cory Watkins - Watkins entered a guilty 

plea on charges of  Receiving Stolen Prop-

erty. He was sentenced to ten years; that 

ten years shall be suspended; and placed 

BILOXI - Dwight L. Harris, City 

of  Holly Springs Police Chief, was 

re-elected to the Board of  Directors 

during the Mississippi Association 

of  Chiefs of  Police at the Summer 

Educational Conference in Biloxi 

in June. Harris was nominated 

to serve on the Executive Board 

of  the Association. On June 27, 

an election was held among the 

Chiefs of  Police statewide and 

Chief  Harris was one of  two chiefs 

elected to serve as the executive 

board member representing the 

northern district of  the State of  

Mississippi. Over 270 chiefs were 

in attendance this year.

It is the mission of  the Missis-

sippi Association of  Chiefs of  

Police to be a leader in promot-

ing professionalism among all 

law enforcement officers of  the 

State of  Mississippi by encour-

aging quality education through 

proactive training and educational 

programs. They strive to endorse 

legislation which has positive 

effects on law enforcement’s ability 

to reduce crime and the fear of  

crime in the State of  Mississippi 

(mschiefs.org).

Harris is a native of  Benton 

County where he graduated from 

Ashland High School in 1988.  He 

received a B.A. degree in English 

Liberal Arts from Rust College, 

and he is a graduate of  the Missis-

sippi Law Enforcement Officers 

Training Academy in Pearl. He 

is an attendee of  the Mississippi 

Command College as hosted by 

the F.B.I. and the Mississippi 

Association of  Chiefs of  Police.

Growing up the son of  a single 

mother of  two in a little town 

ASHLAND –The County Primary Election 

is right around the corner, and absentee voting 

has already begun. Benton County Circuit 

Clerk Kathy Graves stated recently that it is 

critically important that voters fully under-

stand the primary election process and how 

it differs from the general election.

“This is confusing for some people, and it 

is really important they understand how the 

primaries work before heading to the polls,” 

said Graves. “We want everyone to understand 

how primaries work.  If  they don’t, they can 

give us a call at the Benton County Circuit 

Clerk’s Office and we’ll be happy to explain 

it to them.”

A primary election is the process of  nomi-

nating candidates who are seeking election to 

office. Winners of  primaries in the two-party 

political system (Democrat and Republican) 

are elected as nominees, and they will face 

each other in the following general election 

(November). Independent candidates only 

appear on the general election ballot.

In the general election voters can cross 

party ballots and choose to vote for either 
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Harris re-elected to state Association of Chiefs of Police Board of Directors

Pictured is Holly Springs Police Department, Chief Dwight 

Harris, right, with The Past President of the Mississippi Asso-

ciation of Chiefs of Police, Chief Walter Armstrong of the 

Natchez Police Department.

The Benton County Courthouse recently received a historical marker.
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Historical marker placed at old 

Benton County courthouse


