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Collision Repair

Paintless Dent Removal

Frame Straightening

HAIL DAMAGE? 
CALL US TODAY FOR AN ESTIMATE!

432 Industrial St. • 563-659-1957
Come see us for all your collision repair needs

Owner — Jason Fuglsang

• All work guaranteed
• Insurance work
• Foreign or domestic
• Towing available
• Free estimates

Our personal approach makes selecting the perfect 
memorial for your loved one just a little easier.

Visit us today and let us show you the quality and craftsmanship 
you will only receive at Hansen Monuments.

1109-11TH St., DEWITT, IA 52742 • 888-659-5006 • WWW.HANSENMONUMENTS.COM • DeWITT FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • OWNER EVIE FISCHER

Potential 
highway 
path 
revealed
Four-lane, super-two 
highway possible

Two die  
in plane  
accident

By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

New details 
revealed last week 
shed more light 
on the route of a 
potential U.S. 30 
enhancement proj-
ect. 

The Iowa DOT 
held a public meet-
ing in Clarence June 
19 where it shared 
details of what it 
considers “nar-
rowed focus areas.” 
The focus areas outlined possible routes for 
a new U.S. 30 between Lisbon and DeWitt 
that could include a four-lane stretch or a 
variation of a two-lane layout. 

Nearly 300 residents from both Cedar and 
Clinton counties attended to provide their 

Fatal crash in Ohio kills 
former DeWitt man

By DAVID NAMANNY
Staff Writer
ndnamanny@bellevueheraldleader.com

Two Bellevue residents perished in a plane 
crash in northwest Ohio last Thursday. 

Steve Niemann (originally from DeWitt), 
who had recently moved to Bellevue and built 
an airplane hangar north of the Bellevue Golf 
Club, was the pilot of the plane, a 1981 Beech 
A36, which he stored there. His passenger 

CATHERINE  
CUTLER
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AT YOUR SERVICE

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

Bill Homrighausen of DeWitt admits 

he’s really more of a cat guy.

But when he recently was introduced 

to a young, black Labrador named Digit, 

it was love at first lick.

“Now that’s what I call a nice greet-

ing,” Homrighausen said with a grin, as 

Digit covered his cheek in wet kisses.

Digit will be joining the staff at 

Central DeWitt Middle School this fall 

as a therapy dog.

With the recent retirement of 

middle school special education 

teacher Vicki Judge and her facility 

dog — the much-beloved Diesel — 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) teacher Terri 

Smith wondered if she could somehow 

fill the void.

“Everybody was going to miss Diesel 

so much,” Smith said. “The kids and 

everybody just loved him. I’ve always 

liked dogs and hadn’t gotten a new one 

since my other dog passed away. So, I 

talked to my kids about it and of course 

they wanted to do it. They asked me, 

‘Can we get one tomorrow?’”

Smith talked with Central 

DeWitt Community School District 

Superintendent Dan Peterson and 

Central DeWitt Middle and High School 

Principal George Pickup, who were very 

much in favor of the idea.

But given the cost of buying a dog 
and putting it through the proper train-
ing, all those involved agreed it would 
be nice if someone could help pay — or 
be a sponsor of sorts — for the dog.

Enter, Homrighausen, also known as 
“Mr. DeWitt.”

When he heard about the benefits 
therapy dogs provide students and even 
school staff members, Homrighausen 
didn’t hesitate to give to the cause.

“It really is therapy,” he related. “If 
children are having problems or a bad 
day, they pet the dog and it can change 
their whole outlook. It’s like medicine.”

Digit, who was named by Smith’s son 
and daughter, Isaac and Finnley, was 
purchased from and trained at Stone 
Hollow Dog Training in Cascade. He 
passed his test to become a full-fledged 
therapy dog June 15 in Cedar Rapids, 
and will be ready to start his new job on 
the first day of school, Friday, Aug. 23.

‘Mr. DeWitt’ provides funds for new therapy dog at Middle School
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Center of attention: Central DeWitt Middle School teacher Terri Smith sits with her new therapy dog, Digit, and 
Bill Homrighausen of DeWitt. Smith will take the dog to the school with her starting in the fall. Homrighausen  
provided the necessary funding for Digit, as well as for his training.
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The Central DeWitt Middle School’s 
new therapy dog’s name is Digit. 


