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Recreation 
net losses 
larger than 
anticipated 
City pays off balances 
with general fund money
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Several DeWitt Parks & Recreation bank 
accounts are feeling the pinch of COVID-19. 

Because of a downturn in usage and a 
lengthy closure during the pandemic, the 
DeWitt Fitness Center’s revenues were much 
lower than the city had budgeted, said DeWitt 
City Administrator Steve Lindner. 

The center’s revenue in the fiscal year was  
$44,336 lower than expected, and the net loss 
at the center was $2,000 dollars more than 
expected. 

It’s common for the Fitness Center to 
lose money, as it usually operates at a 

net loss. But the 
impact of COVID-
19 has exacerbated 
the losses, Lindner 
said. 

To shore up the 
center’s finances, 
the council voted 
to transfer $36,781 
into the Fitness 
Center’s budget, 
from the city’s gen-
eral fund.

To help mitigate 
future financial 

issues, the council last week approved the 
first rate increase for the center in eight 
years. The rate increase will add anywhere 
from $1 to $2 to monthly fees, Lindner said. 

Another budget line that was also in the 
red needed fixing.

When city officials wrote the 2019-20 
budget, they estimated a $61,594 net loss 
for the town’s recreation services. However, 
COVID-19 deepened that deficit.

Due to sports being cancelled in spring, 
revenues were lower than expected. The 
council opted to transfer another $12,482.37 
from the city’s general fund to make up for 
the unexpected recreation shortfall. 

“These lost revenues will not be reim-
bursed to us,” said DeWitt Finance Director 
Deanna Rekemeyer in a memo to the coun-
cil. “Expenses were right on the amended 
budget; this is a revenue issue and expenses 
were not decreased to make up for these 
losses.”

Typically, any deficits in these accounts 
are partially backfilled by Hotel/Motel tax 
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By KELLY GERLACH
Staff Writer
kgerlach@mspress.net

Elbow hugs and toe kisses. 
Lisa Fox will add these reimagined displays of affection to 

her kindergarten curriculum when she returns to her full-time job 
teaching at Ekstrand Elementary in DeWitt. 

She hopes the elbow hugs and toe 
kisses will make up for traditional forms 
of nurturing that she can’t offer kids this 
fall due to health and safety protocols to 
limit the spread of the coronavirus.

Since schools closed in mid-March 
and stayed closed throughout the sum-
mer, districts across Iowa have devoted 
many hours to drafting return-to-learn 
plans to ensure safety and health proto-
cols are in place when school resumes 
Aug. 24 while confirmed cases of the 
disease continue to rise.

Some districts planned to teach at least part of the year 

Educators express concern 
in anticipation of classes

Clinton County adds 62 cases in a 
week; businesses temporarily close

LISA FOX

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@dewittobserver.com

As coronavirus cases continued to rise in Eastern Iowa, several 
local restaurants temporarily closed their doors out of caution. 

Bluff Lake Catfish Farm in rural Jackson County, the Pub 
Club in Lost Nation and Korner Stop Ice 
Cream in Sabula were among establish-
ments thwat posted details of the changes 
on their Facebook pages. 

The closures were evidence of the ongo-
ing hardships the global pandemic is caus-
ing restaurants, manufacturers and mom-
and-pop shops in Eastern Iowa. A sur-
vey of businesses in Jackson and Clinton 
counties showed more than 75% have 
been negatively impacted by COVID-19. 
Revenue, cash flow, employee health, and consumer confidence 
topped the list of concerns in the survey conducted in May by the 
University of Northern Iowa for the Iowa Economic Development 
Authority. Besides reducing staff and having employees work 
remotely, some businesses temporarily closed. 

Rundown  

of week’s 

COVID news
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Six-year-old Otto 
Kroymann tugs his calf, 
Hawkeye, into the barn at 
last week’s Clinton County 
Fair. The annual event was 
abbreviated due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
exhibitors were still able 
to show off their hard work 
to judges. See our 2020 
Clinton County Fair and 
Club Show special section 
inside this issue.
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Returning worries teachers; 
eateries temporarily close
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the Force really with 
Gov. Kim Reynolds?
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